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EDITOR'S FREFAeE. 



-o-^<-^ 



In the PRESENT Edition no alteiDation has been made 
on the text, though some misprints and also the mistran- 
scription of some of Japanese proper names have care- 
fully been revised by the Editor. 

Most of dates of the Gregorian calendar chiefly men- 
tioned in foot-notes comparing with the Japanese one are 
incorrect, but they are not altered. 

The Editor's Scpflementary Notes are indicated with 
brackets in order to distinguish from the Translator's notes. 

In transliterating Japanese propet* names into 
Roman cliaracters, a new method, which is both scien- 
tific and practical, has been adopted throughout the sup- 
plementary notes in preference to the present one, which, 
though used by nearly all of native and foreign writers, 
is decided!}' unscientific and inconvenient, and according- 
ly requires a reform. 

Shuziko Watanabe, 
Editor. 

Tokyo, XXXIX of Meizi (1906). 
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INTRODUCTION^. 



4t is almost impossible that aay j^ersoii whose atten- 
tion has been drawn to the extraordinary efforts whii3h the 
leaders of the Japanese nation are daily making to raise 
their country to a level in point of moral and material 
civilization with the Occidental World sbonld remain con- 
tent with noting merely ivhat is passing around him at the 
present moment. An analysis of the causes of this desire 
for progiess, which seems to be peculiar to Japan alone 
among Eastern Nations, would irequire a far greater knowl- 
edge of its past political history and habits of thought 
than any foreigner yet possesses ; but at the same time 
sonie Ught may evidently be obtained from the study of 
the most recent events. It is a fortunate thing, therefore, 
that a native writer should have imdertaken to compile a 
work which presents so compact a summary as this does 
of wiiat has passed since the sudden arrival of the American 
squadron in 1853 awoke Japan from the almost undisturb- 
ed, slumber of the last two and a half centuries. To any 
future foreign historian of the relations between it and the 
outer world, such a work, compiled from the most trust- 
worthy sources, cannot fail to bo of the greatest use, 
and it is chiefly with the object of facilitating such laboui-s 
that the task of putting it into an English dress has been 
undertaken. 
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The author, for what other reason than a dislike to 
notoriety does not appear, has chosen to conceal his iden- 
tity in the preface under the fictitious name of * the rustic 
annalist of the pepper mountain,' but as he has half re- 
vealed it on the title-page, which announces that the work 
is printed for Yamaguchi Ujr> there can be no indis- 
cretion in stating that he is an ancient official of the For- 
eign Department. as it was constituted under the adminis- 
tration of the Shogund, and now an official of tlte Mom- 
bmhd or Education Department. These two facts are 
presumptive evidence of impartiality, since to favour the 
one side too much might be. stigmatized as ingratitude for 
past benefits, while too great leniency to the other would 
indicate an indifference to present emoluments somewhat 
rare. 

For the literary merits of the work there is little to be 
said. It is composed in imitation of the terse style of the 
Chinese annalists, and is therefore almost incapable of 
being rendered at once literally and into idiomatic English. 
Freedc^n of translation, where the object does not happen 
to be tlie illustration of native modes of expression, is al- 
ways advisable, especially if tlie idea of the original is 
thereby more correctly conveyed, and it may be as well to 
warn students of the language that they must not expect 
to find here an instrument to aid them in the dissection 
of Japanese (or rather Chinese) syntax. 

Dates on which events occurred are often stated vague- 
ly in the original, the month only being usually given. As 
the Japanese months seldom coincide with those of the 
Gregorian calendar (wliich has only been adopted since 
the commencement of the current year) it has seemed pre- 
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ferable to translate literally in tliis instanco and to give 
in brackets the Gregorian dates wliicli correspond to the 
beginning and end of ,each month. The prociso day, 
wliere possible, has been supplied in foot-notes from the 
Genji Yume-monogatari (G.T.M.), Parliamentary Papers 
and other sonrces. 

'J'he Translator. 
1873 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



This compilation commences with the arrival of the 
American squadron in 1853 and ends with the taking of 
Hakodate in 1869. I have found slight discrepancies in 
the various accounts of tliis period which I have seen, and 
have endeavoured to arrive at ihe truth by consulting 
them impartially. I have no doubt, however, that more 
learned persons than myself will be able to discover mis- 
takes and obscurities in what I have put together in this 
way, and I shall be grateful for their suggestions. 

Public documents and memorials are often of imneces- 
sary length. I have therefore been careful to abridge 
them as much as possible, so as not to fatigue my reader. 

An old axiom says* that a historian is worthless unless 
he possesses native talent, learning and ^visdom. As 
I cannot lay claim to any one of these qualifications, there 
is no doubt that in thus rashly taking up my pen, I ex- 
pose myself to the accusation of having attempted ^^hat 
is beyond my powers. But there are few complete and 
authentic histories of modern events. In the one or two 
works which do exist, the authors have either omitted 
everything which they thought likely to give offence, or 
liave made their relation so obscure as to render it impos- 
sible to understand clearly what the real course of events 
has been. For this reason I have disregarded my own 
unfitness for the task, and have recorded summarily what 
has taken place for the use of those who may hereafter 
wish to write upon this subject. 

SHOZAN YASHI. 

1871. 
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KINSE SHIRIAKU, 

OR 

SHORT HISTORY OF RECENT TIMES. 
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VOLUME I. 



\S5i^ I ^^ *^® sixth month (July 5th — August 3rd, 1853. 

July 7th. G. Y. M.) of the sixth year of Ka- 

yei, in the reign of the Emperor Komei Tenno, the Amer- 
ican Envoy Perry arrived at Uraga in Sagami with four 
ships, and, handing in a letter, asked for a treaty of amity 
and commerce. In those days all classes of the nation were 
so accustomed to a peaceful and enjoyable existence that the 
suddenness of the event caused great excitement. It was 
an ancient custom not to allow foreign vessels to enter 
any port but that of Nagasaki, and this old law was fully 
explained to the Envoy, who, however, would not listen. 
The Bakufu^ eventually received the letter at Shimoda, 
and ordered the BalmiSs^ to guard the most impoi-tant 

(1) Bakufu is the term by which the Shogunate was usually spoken 
of by its political opponents. It is derived from hakn, a curtain (in 
allusion to the fact of its head being a general, whose camp in Japan 
was usually surrounded by a curtain) and/w, a government office. 

(2) Territorial nobles. Although it is somewhat of a barbarism to 
make the plural of a Japanese word with an English suffix, it is better 
to do so for the sake of clearness. 
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strategical positions iu Miisashi. The object of the 
American mission was then repoi-ted to Kioto, and orders 
were sent by the Imperial Court to the Shinto priests at 
the shrines of Ise to offer up prayers for the sweeping 
away of the **barbarians." 

The American Envoy demanded an answer in the 7th 
mt)nth (August 4th — September 1st), but tlie Bakufu, ex- 
plaining how the condition of affairs necessitated its con- 
sulting the general opinion of the nation, insisted on a 
delay. The Envoy was obliged therefore to saiP from 
Uraga, after promising to return the following year. Short- 
ly afterwards the Bakufu communicated the American 
letter to all the clans, and asked their opinion. Some ad- 
vocated entering into amicable relations, while others took 
the opposite view, and maintained that jill advances on 
tlie part of foreigners ought to be repelled. 

In the course of tlie same montli* the Sliogun lyeyoshi 
died, and was sacceeded by lyesada. 

In the 8th montli (Sept. 2 — Oct. 1) a Russian ship 
came to Nagasaki and begged leave to enter into friendly 
relations, in order to discuss the questioij of the northern 
boundary between the Japanese territory and tlieir own. 

During the same month the ex-Chiuuagon of Mito was 
appointed a commissioner for the superintendence of the 
maritime defences. In the year 1841 this Prince had 
been placed in confinement at one of his secondary palaces 
in Tedo for having melted down the bells of all the Bud- 
dhist monasteries in his domain to cast cannon with, and 
for other similar acts, but the Minister Abe Tse-no-kami 



(3) July 16. G.Y.M. 

(4) August 25. G.Y.M. 
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now pardoned him by order of the Shogun, and directed 
him to make extensive military preparations. The Prince 
had always had two objects at heart, namely an increase 
of respect for the Mikado and the expulsion of -bar- 
barians,* and he was celebrated for his energy and 
courage,* 

Permission to build war vessels was also given in the 
9th month (October) to all the daimids, and the red ball 
on a white ground, representing the sun, was chosen as 
their distinguishing flag. 

'J'he construction of the forts in the sea at Shinagawa 
was commenced during the same month, and numbers of 
large cannon were cast. The expenses were met by a 
contribution levied on Yedo and the villages round and 
on the rich merchants of Ozaka, t 

Takashima Shiuhan^ was released from prison about 
this time and placed with Egawa Tarozfiemon as musketry 
instructor. His lessons speedily became fashionable, and 
the European system of artillery was thus introduced into 
this couatry. Shiuhan had learnt the art from a Dutch- 
man at Nagasaki, and its introduction is therefore due to 
him. 

In the 1st month (Jan. 28-^Feb. 25) of 1854^ 
the American envoy again arrived with his 
ships, anchoring this time at Shimoda in Idzu, and de- 

(5) la Japanese son 6, j6 i. [By i or barbarian simply foreigner is 
roeant.] 

_. [* This prince was supposed so, but rather mistaken,} 

(6) Shiiddaiyu and Eihei are other names by which this man is 
known. 

(7) Feb. 18. G.Y.M., 
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manded the same things as. had been urged in the letter 
presented the previous year. He waited until the 4th 
month (April 26 — May ]^ 25), when the Bakufu promised 
to accord kind treatment to sliip-wrecked sailors, permis- 
sion to obtain wood, water, provisions, coals and other 
stores needed by ships at sea, with leave also to anchor 
in the ports of Shimoda in Idzu and Hakodate in Matsu- 
mae. In the 6th month (Juae 24 — July 23) the envoy 
left Shimoda, and tlie same privileges as he had obtained 
were shortly afterwards granted also to the Russians and 
the Dutch. 

Whilst the American Envoy was at Shimoda, a Ch6- 
shiu man, named Yoshida Shoin, and his pupil Shibuki,^ 
suddenly appeared on board of his ship and asked leave 
to sail with him. The Envoy refused and sent them 
ashore. For this infraction of the laws Yoshida, Shibuki, 
and Sakuma Shozan were cast into prison. Sakuma was 
a Matsusliiro (in Shinano) man of vast learning, and also 
acquainted with European literature.! He was Shoin's 
first instructor in the military art. Shozan had said 
to the latter : ** In these days you should travel in 
foreign countries and acquaint yourself accurately with 
the state of things there." At that moment the Bakufu 
had commissioned the Du^ch to construct a man-of-war 
for it, and Shozan said ; " Rather than entrust the 
commission to the Dutch, send Japanese to Holland to 
study their most important arts, and let them purchase 
a man-of-war by the same occasion. Besides our coun- 

[♦ Matsatnr6,j^ alias Ju'.osiike, formerly, a r^'tainer of the Cbo^hu 
clan.] 

[t Not with European literature, but with things European.] 
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tryman will become expert in navigation as the}' travel. 
backwards and forwai'ds, and will learn the condition 
of all countries.. 'J his would be of immense value to 
us." He laid tliis proposition before the authorities, but 
it was not favourably entertained. Shoin heard of it, 
and being mightily taken with the idea, conceived a de- 
sire of making a sea-voj^age. By chance a Russian vasr 
sel put into Nagasaki, and Sh6in, pretending that he 
was merely going there on a visit, but with the secret 
intention of accompanying her to foreign countries, took 
leave of Shozan. Shozan divined his plan, gave him 
money for his travelling expenses, and composed a stanza 
of Chinese poetry in which he wished him a safe and 
pleasant journey. Shoin then started oft' direct for Naga- 
saki, but on his arrival found that the ship Iwid already 
left. He then returned to Yedo and asked Shozan's ad- 
vice about taking passage in the American vessel. Sho- 
zan secretly told him how to set about it, and after the 
failure of the plan his farewell stanza was discovered in 
Shoin's ti-unk, when the latter was arrested, and he was 
punished as an accomplice. These men were afterwai'ds 
sent back to their respective clans and thrown into 
prison. 

' In the 7th month (July 24— Aug. 22f an English 
man-of-wa.r came to Nagasaki and presented a letter, say- 
ing : " Hostilities have broken out between our country 
and Bnssia, and we may possibly come to blows with 
them in the vicinity of your shores. We may also be 

(8) Rear- Admiral Sir James Stirling arrived at Nagasaki about 
7th September, and signed a convention with the Japanese plenipo- 
tentiaries on the 14th October. Pari. Papers. 
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obliged to obtain wopd, water and provisions, in whioh 
case we beg you to furnish us with what we may require." 
The Bakufu granted permission for this to be done at the 
two ports of Hakodate and Nagasaki. 

In the 11th month (Dec. 19— Jan. 16, 1856)« the sea 
overflowed its limits at Shimoda in Idzu, and wrecked a 
Bussian vessel which was anchored in tbo bay. The 
chronological period was changed this year from Kayei 
to Ansei. 

In the 3rd month (April Iti—May 14) the Court 
gave orders that the bells of all the Buddhist 
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monasteries throughout the country should be melted 
down and cast into cannon and muskets, but the Princes 
of Ghion-in and liinnoji opposed the measure, and it was 
therefore abandoned. 

In the 4th month (May 15 — June 12) the two houses 
of Sendai and Satake were ordered to garrison the north, 
east and west coasts of Yezo, 

During the same month Katsu Eintaro* was des- 
patched to Nagasaki to learn from the Dutch how to 
manage steam-vessels. 

In the 10th month (Nov. 9— Dec. 7)*« a great earth- 
quake occurred in the eastern provinces. It was felt 
most violently at Yedo,t where one hundred and four 
thousand persons lost their lives. 
X350| lu the first month of the 3rd year of Ansei 
(Feb. 5— Mar; 5) the Bakufu commenced to 

(9) December 22. G.Y.N. 

(10) November 10. G.Y.M. 
[♦ Afterwards AAva-Bo-kami.] 

[t The 2iid day of the lOtli moulhj 
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rebuild the Mikado's Palace, whicli Lad been destroyed 
by fire in the previous year as well as the castle at Yedo 
and the Shrines [of the Shoguns] at Shiba and Uyen6, 
which had been destroyed by fire some lime before. In 
olden times,^whenever any works of the kind were re- 
quired, the clans were called upon to contribute towards 
the expense, but the rule was departed from on the pre- 
sent occasion, in view of the great charges they had 
been put to during the last year or two in maintaining 
garrisons at ivarious places. The [Bakufu treasury was, 
however, reduced to a very low ebb. 

In the 7th month, (July, 31 — August 22) batteries 
were erected at the two mouths of the Ozaka river. 

During the same month an x\mericaii named Harris 
arrived at Shimoda in Idzu, bearing a letter. He stated 
that he was entrusted by his nation with full powers, 
and that he was]^instructed to reside in Japan. He also 
requested leave to present his credentials to the Shogun. 
About the same^inie an English vessel" came again to 
Nagasaki and commissioned the Dutch to ask permission 
for them to enter into relations of amity and commerce. 

A great storm occurred in the eastern provinces 
during the 8th month (Aug. 29 — Sept. 27), and more 
than a hundred thousand persons lost their lives at 
Yedo. 

During the same month Hotta Bitchiu-no-kami was 
appointed a Minister, with rank above his colleagues. 
It is said that this was done by the advice of the 

(11) This is an e-viclent mistake for the visit of Bear-Admiral Stirl- 
ing ia October 1855 to exchange the ratificatioDS of Iho Convention 
cozicladed by him iu tbe previous year. 
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Minister Abe Ise-no-kami, who found the burden of state 
affairs too much to bear, for various portents had occur- 
red 'during the last two years, and the Bakufu was 
driven to its wits* end by the repeated visits of the 
foreigners. 

In the iSrst month (Jan. 25 — February 22) the 
chief of the Dutch factory at Nagasaki sent in 
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a letter, saying : ** I advise you to be careful, for in in- 
tercourse with foreign countries disputes often arise out 
of the smallest matters, let alone questions of right and 
wrong. To be ignorant of your own weakness is cer- 
tainly not the way to preserve your country from 
danger. It was for this reason that China some ten 
years ago lost part of her territory after the opium 
war, and that the province, of Kuang-tung is now a 
desert." The Ministers believed that this mention by 
the Dutch of the Canton war was not a mere exaggera- 
tion of the facts, prompted by a desire to gain their 
own ends, and they began to fear that if they excited 
the wrath of the foreigners beyond a certain point, 
Japan would bring cm herself the same fate as the prov- 
iuce of Kuang-tung. If they were to change the law 
which had been in existence since 1639, and to enter 
into friendly relations, they would also have to change 
their method of treating foreigners, and act in accordance 
with the practice observed previous to that year. The 
Bakufu thus came to the conclusion that it must do its 
best to preserve peace. 

During the same month the ex-Chiunagon of Mito 
declared his unwillingness to have any further share in 
public affairs. This resolution was attributed to his dis- 
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satisfaction with the course pursued towards foreigners 
by the Bakufu. 

The American Harris, who was residing at Shimoda 
all this while, x^vefen'ed frequent requests for permission 
to proceed to Yedo in order to have an interview with 
the Sliogun. An ancient custom forbade the entry of 
foreigners into Yedo, and the Bakufu, quoting this, ex- 
hausted every possible art in .order to dissuade him 
from his project. Harris, however, would not listen, and 
it had no resource but to give way. When it informed 
the princes of Mito, Kishiu aud Owari and the princes 
of the Extraordinary Council (Tamari no nia dzumej^ 
most of them, especially the ex-Priuce of Mito and the 
Council, were disgusted, and recorded their opinion in a 
written protest. 

Harris eventually reached Yedo in the 9th month 
(Oct. 17— Nov. 15). He had an interview with the Sho* 
gau and presented his credentials, after which he with- 
dre\? and returned to his lodgings. Shortly afterwards 
he had an interview with the ]M inisters and briefly stated, 
his ctemands. These were, unrestricted trade between 
the merchants of both countries in all articles except 
gold and cereals, without auy official interference ; the 
closing of Shimoda and the opening of Kanagawa and 
Ozaka; the residence of a minister plenipotentiary at. 
Yedo, to settle all diplomatic questions, and the conclu- 
sion of a treaty in detail, to be ratified by the Japanese 
Government. 

1 18581 The Bakufu was afraid of exciting hostile com- 

ment amongst its own people, and sent Haya- 

shi Daigaku-no-kami to Kioto in the 12th month (Jan. 
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14 — Feb. 12, 1858) in order to request the Mikado's 
sanction, and the faihire of this negotiation being re- 
ported to Yedo, the Minister Hotta Bitchiu-uo-kami was 
also despatched in the 1st month of the 5th year Ansei, 
(Feb. 13 — March 13) to explain the critical state of af- 
fairs and to ask for sanction. Several of the court 
nobles {kugej, however, sent in a joint memorial to the 
Mikado, in which they . strongly opposed the measure, 
and the opinion of the court was divided. 

In the 2nd month (March 14 — April 12) the Ameri- 
can Harris, rendered impatient by the long interval 
which had already elapsed without anything being com- 
municated to him about the treaty, threatened that if 
his time was to be wasted in this way, he, would proceed 
forthwith to Jiioto and arrange it himself. He was sur- 
prised, after being informed that Yedo was the seat of 
government, to find such dilatoriness on the part of the 
Bakufu, and he gave it a certain number of days within 
\^hich it must make up its mind. The Bakufu at once, 
sent messengers post haste to stir up Bitchiu-no-kami, 
but from the state of things at Kioto it was evident 
that nothing would persuade the Court to give way. 

There was a certain retainer of the prince of Hikone, 
named Nagano Shuzen, who happened to be on intimate 
terms with one Shimada, a retainer of the Kuambaku, 
Kujo dono, and the Bakufu induced Shimada through 
Shuzen to talk the Kuambaku over. The Kuambaku then 
issued a decree stating that full powers were given to the 
Bakufu to deal with the foreign question. Sanjo Naidaijin* 



(12) September 24. G. Y. M. 

[* Sanetsumu, father of Sanetomi.] 
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and eighty-eight other (/ourt nobles reproached the Kuam- 
baku for having lightly decided so weighty an ai&ir, and 
tlie opinion of the Conrt undergoing a complete change, 
the negotiation became a failure. Hotta Bitchiu-no-kami 
returned to Yedo in the 3rd month (April 13 — May 11). 

It was at this time that li Kamou-no-kami was 
elevated by the Bakufu to the office of Tairo (or Chief 
Minister). 

In the 6th month (July 10 — Aug. 7.) an epidemic of 
cholera spread throughout the land, and about 30,000 per- 
sons died in Yedo alone. 

The Shogun lyesada being cliildless, li Kamon-no- 
kami chose lyemochi, the prince of Kishiu, to be Lis 
heir and successor. 

During the same month American and Eussian men- 
of-war came to Yokohama and gave information that the 
English and French squadrons would arrive in a few 
days with the object of concluding treaty. Harris took 
advantage of this to point out what he considered the 
best course for them to pursue, and to urge the ratifica- 
tion of his own treaty. li Kamon-no-kami began to think 
that if, in the presence of these constant arrivals of 
foreigners of different nations, he were the wait for the 
Kioto peoplfe to make up their minds, some unlucky 
accident might bring the same disasters upon Japan as 
China had already experienced. He therefore concluded 
a treaty at Kanagawa, and affixed his seal to it, after 
which be reported to transaction to Kioto. Immediately 
afterwards the Russians, English and French entered Yedo, 
and concluded treaties on the model of the American 
treaty. It was at this time that the agitation for 'expel- 
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liug the barbarians ' was started, and many people began 
to discuss domestic and foreign affairs. 

Some time before this the Shogun lye'sada had fallen 
.ill, and be eventually died in the 8th month (Sept. 6 — 
Oct. 5).*^ He Was succeeded by lyemochi, who was only 
twelve years of age. li Kamon-no-kami kept him in his 
power, and wielded immense authority. He was generally 
nicknamed * the swaggering Chief Minister' {Bakko Genr6), 
When a proposal to choose an heir to the late Shogun 
was jSrst made, the princes of Owari, Echizen and several 
others advised that Hitotsubashi Giobukio,* who was a 
grown man and had both reputation and popularity on 
his side, should be adopted by the head of the Tokugawa 
family. Giobukio was the eighth" son of the ex-prince of 
Mito, \yho loved him more than all his other children, 
but li Kamon-no-kami rejected his candidature, and put 
in the prince of Kishiu. When tlie treaties were made, 
the princes of Owari and Echizen and the ex-prince of 
Mito, who were much offended at his arbitrary conduct, 
at once ordered their palanquins and proceeded to the 
castle. The populace was afraid that an outbreak of a 
dangerous kind would result from this extraordinary event. 
The three princes insisted on seeing the Shogun, in order 
to argue the matter with him personally, bat li Kamon- 
no-kami refused, and receiving them himself crushed 
their remonstrances. The three princes retired in a rage, 
and li Kamon-no-kami forbade them to appear again at 

• (13) August 15th, G.Y.M. 

(14) 7th according to the Taihei Bukan, or list of Japanese territorial 
nobles. 

[•. Yosinobu, generally known as Keiki, then 22 years old.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



VOL I. 1858. 13 

the castle. li Kamoii-nr)-knmi was devoted to a species 
of theatrical entertaiiira3nts called N6, and he borrowed 
ten thousand r\6 from the public treasury to defray his 
expenditure. Every day he had performances and gave 
himself up to amusement; but- when the Court, hearing 
of the state of aflfairs at Tedo, summoned him and the 
three princes to Kioto, in order to restore peace among 
them, he reported the circumstances which had led to 
the disgrace of the princes, and excused himself from* 
appearing on the ground of his multifarious public duties. 

During the same month secret instructions were sent 
from Kioto to the ex-prince of Mito, which ran thus : 
"The Bakufu has shown great disregard of public opin- 
ion in concluding treaties without waiting for the opinion 
of the Court, and in disgracing princes so closely allied 
by blood to the Shogun. The Mikado's rest is disturbed 
by the spectacle of such misgovernmont when the fierce 
barbarian is at our very door. Do you therefore assist 
the Bakufu with your advice; expel the barbarians, 
content the mind of the people, and restore tranquillity 
to His Majesty's bosom." 

When the princes of Owari and Echizen tried to have 
Hitotsubashi Giobukio adopted as the Shogun's suc- 
cessor, Ajima Tatewaki and Aizawa Idaiyu, retainers of 
Mito, and Dkai Kicbizaemon and his son who were resi- 
dent at Kioto, sought counsel in the matter, by order of 
the Courb, from Kobayashi Minibutaiyu, a retainer of 
Takadzukasa dono, and Muraoka, one of Takadzukasa dono's 
women. It happened also that Hashimoto Sanai came to 
Kioto upon the same business, and consulted with Ko- 
bayashi. They wore also assisted by Kusakabe Isoji and 
• 

• Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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li-idzumi Kinai at Yedo. Isoji eventually came to Kioto 
by Ajima's orders, whei-eupon they all took counsel to- 
gether and the negotiations were going on well, when the 
whole project was ruined by the opposition of li Kamon- 
no-kami. Isoji was eventually selected to carry the pri- 
vate instructions of the Court to the ex -prince of Mito. 
li Kamon-no-kami had some time previously sent his 
retainer Nagano Shuzen to Kioto as a spy. This man 
discovered that the secret instructions had been sent, and 
also got hold of the correspondence of Ajima Tatewaki 
and the rest relative to the proposal to make the Giobu- 
kio heir to the Shogun. There was also a considerable 
body of Court nobles' retainers and of Chinese prolessors 
* who blamed li Kamon-no-kami 's conduct in the matter 
of the treaties, and Shuzen having ascertained their 
names, reported everything to his master. li Kamon-no- 
karai at once despatched the Minister Manabe Shimosa- 
no-kami to Kioto, where, after having consulted with 
Sakai Wakasa-no-kami, the Shogun's Resident, he placed 
Takadzukasa, Konoye and Saujo (Court nobles) in cDufine- 
ment, and arresting Kobayashi Mimbutaiyu, Kasuga Sa- 
nuki-no-kami, Moridera Iiiaba-no-kami, Takahashi Hiobu, 
the woman Muraoka, Ukai Kichizaemoa and his son, 
Hashimoto Sanai, Rai Mikisaburo and Umeda Genjiro, 
thirty persons in all, sent them to Yedo in. the charge of 
an armed force. Twenty-seven persons, includi.ig Ajima 
Tatewaki, Kusakabe Isoji, li-idzumi Kinai and Fujimori 
Koau were arrested at Yedo. 

±S^%} I I^ ^^^® 12tli month of the 6th year of Ansei (Jan. 

—■ — — - 3— Feb. 1, 1859) the office of Shogun was con- 



ferred by the Mikaio on iyemochi. 

t 
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Ihe ex-prince of Mito had frequently pressed the 
questions of the necessity of showing due respect to the 
Mikado and the expulsion of tlie "barbarians'* on the atten- 
tion of the Bakufu, which however paid no attention to 
him, and he finally put his views in writing and forwarded 
them to Kioto. In ihe 8th month (Aug. 27 -Sept. 24) 
the Chief Minister and his colleagues reproached tie 
ex-prince, saying: **When we refused to listen to your 
lordship's advica, you laid your views before the Court, 
upon which Ajima Tfttewaki abused the Bakufu, alleg- 
ing thai it misgoverned the country, in order to mislead 
the Court nobles. He then privately brought instruc- 
tions to your lordship from the Court, and nearly suc- 
ceeded in bringiug about a rupture between the A ikado 
and the Shogun. Fui-thermore, when the succession 
question was pending, he obstinately besought the 
Mikado to order the adoption of Hitotsubashi Giobukio. 
Although the ostensible actor was Tatewati, your lord- 
ship was the real author of these proceedings, and 
you, whose duty is to be the support of the Bakufu, 
have failed in your obligations." They consequently 
placed the ex-prince in perpetual confinement at Mito, and 
in order to punish 1 1 itotsubashi for having desired the 
office of Shogun, they forced him into retirement. Shoii- 
ly afterwards they made tlio princes of Owari, Echizen, 
Tosa and Uwajima resign their diamiaies to their sons, 
and retire into private life at their secondary yasldkis^^ for 
the oflfence of having shared in the conspiracy. Kobayashi 
Mimbutaiyu and twenty others were condemned, some to 

(15) Every daimXd had a kami yashiki or chief resideoce, and one 
or more shimo yashiki or private residences. 
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exile, and others to imprisonment, while Ajiiiia, the two 
Ukai, Hashimoto, Dnieda, Rai and others were put to 
death. 

In the same month Yoshida Shoin of Choshiu suffered 
capital punishment. He had been confined in prison ever 
since the Bakufu delivered him to his clan in the autumn 
of 1854. Daring this period his fanatical patriotism 
constantly increased, and all his hopes were .fixed oh for- 
cing the Bakufu to expel the " barbarians.*' Some one hav- 
ing proposed to make war on the .Bakufu, Shoin who felt 
the injustice of such a proceeding, wrote a pamphlet 
against the scheme, and was afterwards released from pri- 
son. When li Kamon-no-kami assumed the reins of gov- 
ernment, and the Bakufu, estranged from the princes who 
were blood-relations of the Shogun, was left without sup- 
porters, Shoin declared that it could not be saved. He 
secretly wrote to a court noble named Ohara Shigetami^^ 
inviting him down to Ohoshiu, in order to get up an agita- 
tion in the clan for the expulsion of the ''barbarians," and 
the restoration of the Mikado. It happened that Manabe 
Sliimosa-no-kami had arrested, by order of the Chief Min- 
ister, all the patriots of Kioto : and Shoin, collecting a 
number of desperate man, despatched them to the capital 
to assassinate Shimosa-no-kami. The project came to 
nothing, and the clan, observing that there was something 
strange in Shoin's proceedings, cast him a second time 
into prison, fearing to incur the resentment of the Bakufu. 

(16) Thir^ is elder 6jara, still alive at the present day (69 years old 
in 1873), known also ai O'^nra Sakin^^^, Envoy from the Court to the 
Sboganate in Sei^tember, 1861 

[* S(h)igenuri.] 
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Not long afterwards tlie Bakufu found reason to suspect 
Shoin, and despat<5hed Nagai Uta^^ to Ch&shiu, to bring 
him to Yedo in a cage. Ne was then interrog«ted 
about his having conveyed an anonymous document 
into the Palace at Ki6to, and about a secret conspiracy 
into which he had entered with Umeda, . when the latter 
was on a visit to Oh&shiu. Shoin had always been a 
friend of Um^da's, and knew nothing about the anonymous 
document. He tlierefore gave complete explanations on 
these two points, but confessed his letter to Ohara and 
his plot to assassinate the Minister. Th^se mivtters bad 
been hitherto quite unknown to th3 Bakufu, which was 
exceedingly astonished when it heard of them, and inflicted 
capital punishment on Shoin. Every plan conceived by 
this man since his failure in the attenipt to get a passage 
on board the American squadron had ended in disaster, 
aiid his fate excited universal pity. A great number of 
upright and loyal men lost their lives about the same 
time, and their fate was compared to that of the learned 
men of Tunglin* under the Ming dynasty. 

Eanagawa, Nagasaki and Hakodate were opened in the 
summer of this year, and permission was given to Jap- 
anese and foreign subjects to irade with each other. In 
the 10th month (October 25 — November 22) the chief 
Castle at Yedo was destroyed by fire. 
19(IQ Envoys were despatched to the United States of 
America for the first time in the first month 

(17) Kf'gai Uta vas a Ckdahn man who held moderate Tiews, and 
wrote a pamphlet to proTe that the daimids owed allegiance to theShdgnn, 
and not io the Mikado. 
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of the 1st year of Manyen (January 22 — February 20, 
I860)* 

When li Kamon-no^kami punished the princes of 
Owari, Mito and Echizen all classes held their breatli 
and looked on in silent affright. From that moment his 
power increased. daily, but a few ronins conspired to as- 
sassinate him, and watching for an opportunity, approach- 
ed his palanquin one day as he was proceeding to the 
castle, under the pretence of presenting a r)etition. Snow 
happened to be falling heavily, and rendered every object 
indistinct^ so that the escort taking the jnen to be ordi- 
nary petitioners, scarcely noticed them. Suddenly the 
head of the train was attacked, and the commotion which 
ensued in that quarter drew away the attention of the 
guards at the side of the palanquin. The petitioner 
profited by his opportunity to cut down the bearers, and 
to reach the palanquin, and a number of confederates 
sprang up instantly, who succeeded in slaying the Chief 
Minister, and in escaping with his head. Tlie escort en- 
gaged the men who had attacked the front of the train, 
and fought vigorously. Four, including Nngoshi Genji 
and Kusakabe Naiki, were killed on the spot, while 
Kusakari and nineteen others were wounded. The affair 
occurred so suddenly that they were unable to assist their 
master, and on looking round were horrified to see what 
had happened. They pursued the ronins, but could not 
overtake them. This affair, known as the Sakurada 
outrage, occuiTcd on the 3rd day of the month (March 23).'^ 

•[* Sinmi Bungo-no-kami, Muragaki-Awazi-no-kftmi and Oguri Bungo^ 
no-kami arrived in Washington on the 25th day of the 3rd month (May 
13th) to exchange Ihe treaty.] 
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TLeperpetratora of this deed were Oz^ki Washichiro, 
Srtno Takeaosuk^, Saitfii Kemmotsu, Kurozawa Chiuzaburo, 
Arimura Jizaemon, and twelve other Mito men. Some 
were killed, while others escaping to the house of the 
Minister Wakizaka Nakadzukasa-no-tayu, addressed a 
letter to him in which they enumerated the crimes of li 
Karaon-no-kami. They accused him firstly of possessing 
himself on the person of the young Shogun, and of dis- 
missing and appointing officials as his own selfish objects 
suggested ; secondly, of receiving enormous bribes and 
granting private favours ; thirdly, of having driven away 
the princes of Owari, Mito and Echizen, thereby depriv- 
ing the Shogun of the support of those who were most 
nearly allied to him by blood ; fourthly, of having deluded 
His Highness Kujo, by means of Manabs Shim6sa-no- 
kami and Sakai, the Shogun's Resident, besides confining 
Prince Shoren-In and many Court nobles, and putting 
numbers of the Samurai and common people to death; 
and fifthly, of being frightened by the empty tlireats 
of the foreign barbarians into concluding tr.?aties witli 
them without the sanction of the Mikado, and under 
the pretext of political necessity. The five crimes being 
such as neitjier the godi nor men could pardon, they 

(18) In Sir R. Alcock's despitch to Lord Russell of the 2nd April 
I860, the attack on the Regent hi said to have taken place on the 24th 
March. As will be seen by reference to this despatch, Sir R. Alcock was 
still unaware of the result when he wrote, and it is quite possible 
therefore that he may also haye been misinformed about the date. 
Anyone can verify the date given in the text by comparing the European 
and Japanese almanacs back to the year 1860. The earliest com- 
parative Japanese ai;d European almanac accessible to the translator 
was that of 1864. 
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as the representatives of diviue auger had chastised 
him. They prayed that death might be at once inflicted 
upon them, and shortly afterwards underwent capital 
punishment. 

From this time the advocates of the expulsion of the 
** barbarians " increased every day, and in the 8th month 
(Sept. 14~0ct. 12) a motley band, of thirty men came 
to the Satsuma yashikiy praying the clan to give their 
support, and to allow themselves to lead the van. The 
Satsuma clan pacified them, and lodged them for a while 
within the walls of the yashiki. 

During the same month a large number of dis- 
satisfied men, who also advocated the expulsion of the 
" barbarians," collected together in Hitachi and 8him6sa. 
The foreign merchants had been daily arriving in greater 
numbers at Yokohama, which so increased in wealth and 
importance as to form a new city of itself. The 7'dmns 
in Hitachi and Shimosa consequently conceived the idea 
of attacking ifc, but the Bakufu issued orders to the 
neighbouring clans to take every possible precaution. 
However, the secretary of the American Minister who 
resided at Tedo, one Heusken^^, was assassinated one 
evening in Mita as he was returning home from an ex- 
cursion. 

During the 10th month (November 12 — December 
10) the re-erection of the Sh&gun*s principal castle at 
Tedo was commenced. 

During the 1st month of the 1st year of Bun* 
kiu (February 9— March 9) the number of the 



1861 



(19) Mr. Hetisken was mardered on the night of January 14, 1661. 
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rSnins in Hitachi and Shimosa increased to sacli an ex- 
tent that they proceeded into Kodzuke and Shimotsuke^ 
where, under pretext of requiring war coniribulioiis for 
the expulsion of the " barbarians,*' they extorted njoney 
from the peasants and tradespeople. The Bakufu order- 
ed the house of Mito to arrest them. 

During the same month some Russians landed in 
Tsushima under the pretext of repairing their vessel. So 
Tsushima-na-kami complained of their behaviour to the 
Bakufu, which despatched some of its offioei-s to bring 
them to reason and make them leave the island. 

In the 5th month (June 7 — July 6), some rdnim atr 
tacked*^ the house occupied by the English at Tozenji iu 
Takanawa, The vassals of the Bakufu and the troops 
of the K6riyama clan who acted as guards to the temple 
repelled the assailants, and a large number of the rdnitis 
were killed. The troops of the Bakufu also suffered some 
loss in killed aad wounded, while two of the English 
were wounded by the r&aiiis. The Eriglish Minister was 
angry, and said such ruffians only existed because the 
Japanese Government could not rule its own country. 
Kemarking tbat in future it would be useless to appeal 
to reason with such a people, he retired with the French 
and Dutch representatives to Yokohama, in order to 
prepare for an attack with troops. The Bakufu made 
ten thousand apologies, and the affieiir, after some dif- 
ficulties, was peaceably settled. From this time onwards 
English troops were always stationed at Yokohama, to 



<^) This attack was made on the 29th day of the 5th month or 
Ji>ly 5tbv Takanawa ^s the soathern suburb ol Yedo. 
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guard against soi'prises, and they were commonly called 
*the Scarlet Regiment ' from the colour of their cloth- 
ing. 

During the same month the Bakufu ordered the 

House of Mito to arrest the men who had bix)ken into 
the English temple-residence, but they made their escape 
into Oshiu and Dewa. 

The ex-prince of Mito died in the 8th month (Sept. 
4— Oct. 3). Whilst he was still alive li Kamon-no-kami 
applied to Kioto for leave to make him give up the let- 
ter of instructions which had been sent to him some 
years previously by the Court, and his application was 
granted. li Kamon-no-kami then despatched Ando Tsu- 
shima-no-kami to communicate this to the house of Mito, 
but the samurai refused, believing it to be nothing but 
an invention of the Bakufu, and hundreds of them were 
ready to quarrel about the affair. A great commotion 
ensued in the clan, which the house of Mito had much 
difficulty in appeasing. The ex-prince, who disliked 
having to resist the Shoguu's orders, wrote a letter 
for the information of his retainers, which was so 
perfectly reasonable that they withdrew their opposition. 
Upon this the Imperial letter was given up to the 
Bakufu. 

In the 11th month (December 2 — 30) the Princess 
Kazu, younger sister of the Mikado, arrived in Yedo. 
The Minister had argued that the marriage of the adopted 
daughter of the prince of Satsuma with the previous 
-Shogun had been -evidence of the submissiveness of th^t 
great clan. But he had died early, before any su£^rt 
could be derived from his consort's relatives. On this 
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occasion they married the Sh'^uu to the Mikado's young- 
er sister, in order to show to the world that the Imperial 
family and the house of Tokugawa agreed iu their poli- 
tical views. 

Envoys were despatched this year^' to England, 
France, Bussia, Holland, Prussia and Portugal for the 
first time * 
1^02 I ^ ^^® ^s* month of the 2nd year of Bunkiu 
~ (Jan. 30— Februai-y 28) as the Minister Ando 

Tsushima-no-kami was going to the castle, a number of 
rdnins attacked him in front of the Sakashita Gate.'" 
His escort repelled the assailants, and Tsushima-no-kami 
escaped with a wound on his shoulder. Several of the 
ronins were killed, and a document was found on each 
of them in whicli Tsushima-no-kami was reviled. The 
substance of it was: ''The Minister Ando, inheriting 
the ideas of the Chief Minister li Kamon-no-kami, has 
made friends of the barbarians. In concert with the 
Besident Sakai Wakasa-no-kami he has placed in con- 
finement honourable and loyal Court nobles. He has 
abused the influence of the Bakufu in order to bring 
the Mikado's sister to Tedo, and, worst of all, has com- 
manded learned Japanese scholars to collect precedents 

(21) llie embassy to the Treaty Powers le£t on th<:> 21it Jan. 1832, 
before the Japanese New Year, which 'accounts for the apparent misslate- 
ment in the text. 

(22) This gate stand between the Hommara or Chief Castle, and the 
Nishi no Maru, Western Castle, formerly appropriated to the heir 
apparent of the Shogan, and now converted into a Palace for the 
Mikado. The atUck took place on Ihe 11th Feb. G.Y.M. 

[♦ Ikeda Chikugo-uo-kami, Kawaza Izu-no-kami and Kawada SagaOii- 
no-kami. Of., the Btatements relating to the euyo^'s under 1865.] 
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for th0 deposition of the Emperor, his intention being 
to depose the Son of HeaYen* His crimes are too 
heinous to be spoken of with calmness, and we have 
therefore sacrificed our lives in order to kill this wicked 
traitor,'* Ihe Bakufu at once deprived Tsushima-no-kami 
of his office as Minister, and tried to get into the 
good graces of the influential court nobles by increasii g 
the official salaries of Kujo, Hirohashi, B6j6, Asukai, 
Chikusa, Iwakura and thirteen others. 

During this period the samurai deserted from their 
clans in daily increasing numbers. They allied them- 
selves with the rdnins in all parts of the couutry to raise 
the cry of 'honour the Mikado and expel the barbarian,' 
thus creating a great ferment throughout the empire. In 
the 2nd month (March 1 — 29) the house of Bhimazu 
published a proclamation to its retainers, expressing ap- 
proval in the main of the policy of supporting the 
Mikado, but forbiddiug them to ally themselves with the 
rdains for the advancement of the objects above-mentioned, 
or to do anything without the instructions of their su- 
periors. 

Not long previously the Prince of Chosbiu, wlio was 
in Yedo, had addressed a letter to the Bakufu, sayiug: 
" Since the conclusion of the treaties the people of this 
empire have done nothing but piotest against them. 
They declare that you have disregarded the Mikado's 
wish that the country should be closed to foreigners, 
and that you treat him as if he were not of the slight- 
est importance. I beg most earnestly that the Sh&gun 
well recognize the supremacy of the Mikado, so that 
the harmony existing between the two may be .made 
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evident, and the comments of the people be put a stop 
to." He added that his retainer Nagai Uta was famil- 
iar with the state of opinion at ELioto, and the Bakufu 
sent for him to ask his advice. Nagai was altogether in 
lavour of a conciUatory policy, and his advice entirely 
fitted in with the veiws of the Ministei-s. The Bakulu 
rewarded him handsomely, and proposed to send him to 
Kioto with secret instractions, but the very suspicion of 
his being in the Bakufu's interests greatly diminished 
his influence with his own clan. 

In the 4th month (April 29— May 18) Nagai Dta 
arrived at Kioto, furnished with special instructions from 
the Minister Kuze Yamato-no-kami, and addressed a 
letter to the Tenso'^ .Nak<ayama Dainagon, in which he 
set forth in detail the nature of the circumstances which 
I'endered the Imperial sanction to the treaties so neces- 
sary. At this mqment the agitation for the expulsion of 
foreigners arose throughout the length and breadth of 
the land, A great deal of hostile criticism was directed 
against Nagai, who was unable to attain his object, and 
shortly afterwards set out to return to Yedo.* The Oho- 
iihiu men who were at Kioto were much oflended with 
liis expressed opinions and lay in wait to assassinate 
him at Otsu on the Tokaido. Nagai divined theia* inten- 
tions, and avoided them by starting eaj:lier and taking 
the route by the Nakasendo. In the following y ar the 
Choshiu clan ordered him to perform disembowelment. 

(23) Tiie Tensd were Court nobles appointed to act as milium tt 
communication between the Court and the Shogunate. They were gen- 
erally two in number. The institution of this office is attributed to 
Yoritomo. Ten is * to commuuicate ' to an inferior ; s6j * to report to 
the Sovereign.' 
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Dui'ing the same montli Shimadzu Idzami^* was trav- 
elling to Yedo, and bad got as far as Himeji iu Hari- 
ma. It liappeued that a certain Hirano Jiio of Chiku- 
zen, who was lurking in those parts, had caused a good 
deal of excitement iby raising the cry of * honour the 
Mikado and expel the barbarians.' He had collected to- 
gether a body of two hundi'ed sympathetic spirits, and 
proposed to them that as it was impossible to preserve 
discipline amongst so motley a society, the best plan 
would be to place themselves under the leadership of 
one of the great clans. They were on the look-out for 
an ally of the kind they wanted, when they heard of 
the arrival of Shimadzu Idzumi at Himeji. Hirano, who 
was aware of the intrepid character of this prince, at 
once proceeded thither with his men and addressed a 
letter to him. It said: "The Bakufu has lately been 
treating the Mikado's orders with contempt, and has 
concluded treaties without his sanction. The Empire 
is on the point of becoming a hell. We wish therefore 
to get you to become our leader, in oixier that we may 
release the Court nobles who have been confined in 
consequence of the Bakufu's displeasure, seize the 
castles of Ozaka,^ Hikone and Nijo, send orders to all 
the clans, carry the Mikado to Hakone, punish the 

(24) The father of the Prince of Satsuma, notorious as Shimadza 
Sabnro, then known as Shimadza dsami-no-kami and afterwards as 
Shimadza Hisainitsu. He is the younger brother of Satsama-no-kami, 
tbe previous prince of Satsuma, who having no children of his own, 
adopted the eldest son of Sabnro. Saburo is thus legally only the uncle 
of the prince of Satsuma— (Prince of Satsuma no longer.) 

(25) The castles of QzAkjL and Nijo (at the end of Nijo street in 
Kioto) belonged to the Shogun ; that of Hikone in Omi to the li 
family. 
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crimes of the Sk^UD, and immediately afterwards 
sweep out the barbarians. Pray take our request into 
your gracious consideration, oh Prmce, and grant it." 
They then asked him to forward their letter to the Im- 
perial Court. Idzumi felt secretly alarmed at their vio- 
lence, and giving an evasive answer, pacified them as 
well as he could. Having left them at the town of Fu- 
shimi he went on to Kioto, and sent Hirano's letter to 
Konoye (a Court noble). The Court was so frightened 
at the seditious style of the letter, that it retained Idzu- 
mi at Kioto to keep the rOnins iu order. It happened 
that the - ronim at Ozaka and some Satsuma samurai of 
the same way of thinking heard of this, and were en- 
raged at what they called Idzumi's temporizing policy. 
Some forty or fifty started for Kioto at once, intending 
to put pressure on him, and proceed to action. On re- 
ceiving this news, Idzumi sent some of his retainers to stop 
them at Fushimi, and to persuade them to remain quiet. 
'J'he efforts of the retainers were unavailing, and after a 
long dispute, they were obliged to use force. Numbers 
were killed on both sides, and the town become the scene 
of an indescribable commotiou. 

N(;t long before this the prince of Choshiu, who was 
stilt at Yedo, had addressed a letter to the Bakufu in 
which he said that the domestic and foreign troubles which 
threatened the land were entirely destroying the national 
tranquillity. The Shogun ought therefore to proceed to 
Kioto, and call an assembly of daimiSs in order to ascer- 
tain the opinion of the nation. All matters concerning 
the general government of the country ought to be ordered 
by the Court and the Bakufu in concert, in which case the 
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general opinion would be easily obtained. The Court at 
once sent for the writer of this letter, and oidered him to 
undertake the preservation of order among the rdnina in 
conjunction with the house of Shimadzu. 

lu the 5th month (May 29— June 26) the English 
addressed a lettei*^ to the Bakuf u in which they asserted 
that the Bonin* Islands "did not belong to Japan. How- 
ever, the Bakufu had already, in the previous year, de- 
spatched Midzuno Chikugo-no-kami thither to ascertain 
the facts, and they were thus enabled to produce proofs 
of our title in reply. 

On the 22nd day of the 6th month (18th of July)^ a 
retainer of Matsudaira Tamba-no-kami, named Ito Gum- 
pei, one of the guard at Tozenji, in Takanawa, the lodghig 
of the Englishmen, murdered two of them in the garden, 
and returning at once to his house committed suicide. 
The English and their allies demanded satisfaction jfrom 
the Bakufu, which produced to them the corpse of Gum- 
pei, and made an apology. The charge of maintaining 
guard was also taken away from Tamba-no-kami. 

Gumpei himself hated foreignei-s, and, chafing under 
the idea that his prince should have to protect the objects 
of his dislike, had hoped that something would happen to 

(26) The despatch here alluded to does not claim the Bonin Islands 
for Great Britain, bat, on the contrary, offers to recognise the right of 
Japan to those islands so long as the European settlers are not disturbed. 

(27) An error for 26th Juue. The second attack took place on the 
auniversary, according to the Japanese calendar, of the previous attack, 
namely, on the 29th day oF the 5th month. There is no reason to sup- 
pose that this was anything but a coiocideooe. 

[• A corrupt pronunciation for Munin ("not peopled*'). Its proper 
name is Ogas^wara Islands.] 
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put a stop to it. It happened to be Gumpei's turn to be 
on guard, and one of the Englishmen having committed 
an act of discourtesy towards him, he flew into a rage, 
and took advantage of the darkness to accomplish his 
purpose.^ 

During the same month the Mikado's^ envoy, Ohara 
Saemon-no-kami^ came down to Yedo and delivered the 
following message from His Majesty. Firstly, the Sh6- 
gun must come up to Kioto with all the daimiSs, great 
and small, ascertain the opinion of the country, expel- the 
barbarians, and so calm the indignation of the Mikado's 
divine ancestry. Secondly, five of the greater princes 
were to be selected, according to the precedent established 
by Toyotomi Taik& (Taicosama), to be consulted as Chief 
Ministers upon the conduct of public affairs. Thirdly, 
Hitotsubashi Gi6buki6 was to be appointed guardian to 
the Sh6gun, and the ex-prince of Echizen (Matsudaira 
Shungaku) to be made Chief Minister of State.^^* The 
object of these three measures was the renovation of the 
institutions created by the founder of the Tokugawa line, 
and to promote 'the efficiency of the administration. Tlie 
Bakufu [Sh&gun] undertook to carry out these instructions, 
and determined to go up to Kioto. Two huudred and thirty 

Z (28) The author does not apparently mean that eivher the nnfortnnate 
sentry or oorporal of marines^ who fell viotims to the fury of Qumpei 
was the person who insulted him. It is more than probable that the 
story ( f an act of di80oart&<iyj^haYing been oommitted is a fiction. 

(*29) Also called 6hara Sailtingo [Chinese name for Saemon-no-kaml 
or Commander of Imperial B>dy Qaard]. 

(29a) According to the G. V. M. these three alternatives were offered 
to the Shd^nn, and he might accept any of them. It will be seen that 
Ihe first and third were elected by his advisers. 
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years had elapsed since the Shogun lyemitsa had laat 
observed this practice, and most people only became aware 
of the fact that the rule existed for the 6rst time. 

In the 7th month (July 27— Aug. 24) the Bakufu 
dismissed Sakai Wakasa-no-kami from office, and confined 
him in his own domains. It also ordered the house of Ii 
to inflict capital punishment on Nagano Shuzen. 

Some time before this the Bakufu, in obedience to 
the orders of the Court, had released Prince Shoren-In, 
Tatadzukasa, Konoye, Sanjo, the ex-prince of Owari, 
TTitotsubashi Qiobukio, the ex-daimiSs of Echizen, Tosa, 
Uwajima and others from domiciliary confinement. The 
Shogun now had frequent interviews with Owari, Hitotsil- 
bashi and Echizen, and passed the tinje in friendly 
conversation with them. At the same time Itakura 
Suw6-no-kami [afterwards Iga-no-kami], who was one of 
the Ministers, made great changes among the officials of 
the Bakufu. Hitotsubashi was raised from the rank of 
Gi6buki& to that of Chiunagon, and appointed guardian 
(IcSken) to the SLogun, while the ex-prince of Echizen 
was made Supreme Director of AflEairs (Seiji-sdsai'Shohu) 
in accordance with the orders of the Court. 

In the same month some rdnins murdered Shimada 
Sahei and Ugo Gemba, retainers of Kujo dono, at Kioto, 
and pilloried their heads on the dry bed of the river at 
Shijo. Tlie cause of this deed was the fact that these 
two men had been active associates of Nagano Shuzen 
when he was at the capital. The Court therefore punish- 
ed Kujo, Koga, Chikusa, Iwakura, Tomi-no-koji and other 
Court nobles, and appointed Takadzukasa to be Kuam- 
baku. It was generally supposed that these measures were 
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attributable to the misconduct of the above-named persons 
in the negotiations with Yedo. 

The prince of Tosa was now in Kioto, and the 
Imperial Court, anxious to preserve the tranquillity of tlie 
capital, commanded him to act in concert with Satsuma 
and Choshiu in the repression of disorder. From this 
time, whenever the people wished to express the in- 
fluence and popularity of the princes they always men- 
tioned Sat-ch6-to (a compound of the firat half of each 
clan's name). 

In the intercalary 8th month (Sept. 24 — Oct. 22) the 
Bakufu established an oflice at Ki6to called S1mgosho\u 
(or Protectorate), and Matsudaii*a Higo-no-kami, the prince 
of Aidzu, was chosen to fill it. 

Hitherto it had been a part of the Bakufu's system 
that the prince should pass each alternate year at Yedo, 
their wives and children being compelled to reside there 
continually. The object of this rule was to divide the 
strength of the dans and to render them easier to keep 
in order. But in consideration of the great expenditure 
required from the country the time which they had to 
pass in Yedo was now lessened, and they were permitted 
to keep their wives and eldest sons at home in their 
domains. The style of dress was also reformed, unneces- 
sary ornament being discarded. The prosperity of Yedo, 
which had in a great measure depended on the residence 
of the princely families, received a heavy blow from this 
constitutional change. 

During the same month the Bakufu, nfter enumerat- 
ing the crimes of the late li Kamon-no-kami, confiscated 
two-sevenths of the lauds belonging to his heir, and 
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panished Andd Tsushima-no-kfimi and otiier adherents of 
the mordered Minister. 

In the 11th month (Dec. 21— Jan. 19, 1863) . 

Sanj6 Chiunagon* and Ane-no-koji Shosho came 



1863 



io Tedo as envoys from the Mikado. The message they 
bore declared that the Bakufn must clear away tl:e old 
abases, entirely reform the constitution, and so give peace 
io the Mikado's mind. Further, that the Shogun must 
come up to Kioto in the following spring, issue his 
orders to the clans, and proceed without delay to Achieve 
the "expulsion of the barbarians." 

Shortly before this Court had ordered the Baknfu 
to proclaim a general amnesly for political offences. A 
decree was therefore published throughout the country 
by which all persons who had been confined for taking 
interest in the national affairs since^ 1858 were released. 
Pensions were also granted to the widows and orphans of 
those who had suffered death for their opinions. 

During tlie same month the Bakufu besought the 
Court to make Toda Wasabur6, a relation of the Toda 
family of daimiSs, Commissioner of the Imperial Tombs, 
and to raise him to the rank of Tamato-no-kami. Tamato- 
no-kaihi was a man who had remonstrated against those 
tombs being left in their dilapidated state, and had con* 
ducted their restoration. 

Dm'ing the 12th^ month (January 20-— Febrtiary 17; 
certain personst unknown set fire to the residence which 

* Afterward Daljd-Daijio, or Chief Minister of i^tate under the 
Mikado. 

[t TakMstigi Sinmka, Inone Bnnta (Eaom), Iio ShuDSuke (Hiro- 
bumi), Hori Singoro and other Choshu men.] 
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the Bakufu was erecting for the English at Gotenyama 
behind Shinagawa.^ Hanawa Jiro was also assassinated 
on the top of Kudanzaka. This man had been nnich 
detested for having collected precedents for the deposition 
of the Mikado by the orders of li Kamon-no-kami, The 
act was generally attributed to men of the Choshiu clan. 

During the same month the House of Shipaadzu pre- 
sented ten thousand kolcu of rice to the Imperial Court. 

Some time before, as Nakagawa Shuri-no-Daibu was 
passing through Fashimi on his way to Tedo, Prince 
Shoren-In and the Court nobles sent a number of samuvcd 
belonging to various dans to rebuke him for placing 
Yedo before Kioto. He thereupon turned back to th^ 
capital, and the number of princes who were now assem- 
bled theiTi was move than eighty. The city became more 
crowded than it had ever been within the memory of 
man. 

During this year the Bakufu commissioned Holland 
to build a man-of-war, and despatched Enomoto Kama- 
jiro, Akamatsu Daisaburo, Uchida Tsunejiro and others 
to that country, to study the art of naval warfare. It 
also enlisted men belonging to the lower classes to seiTe 
as infantry soldiei*s, and formed its own vassals the 
Hatamgto into cavalry ?tnd artillery. These troops went 
by the name of the Sampeitai,^* Enomoto and those who 

(30) This event happened on the night of February 1 [the 12th 
ilay of the 12th month of the 2nd year o£ Bankyu]. Several men of 
low social standing vho had a shnre in the work are now high officials 
of the Mikado's Government. 

(31) Lity. three boilies of troops. It wonUl be convenient in English 
to call them by the name of '*The D.illed Troops." 
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went with him to Holland made great plrogress in their 
studies, and five years later they all Yeturned to Japati 
with the man-of-war, which was named the "Kaiyo- 
Maru.** 

Hiiotsubashi OMunagon arrived at Kioto in the first 
month of the 3rd year bf Buntiu (February 18^ — March 
18) whereupon the samurai of the different clans and the 
ronins pressed him about the " expulsion of the barbarians." 
He replied that the matter would b^ Settled as so-)n as 
the Sliognn should arrive. The rSnins were disgusted 
with this temporizing policy, and assassinating Eagawa 
Hajim^, a retainer of the noble Chikusa, sent the head to 
tlie bhiunagon as a blood-offering for the "expulsion 6f 
the barbarians." They sent the arms to Chikusa himself. 
Kagawa was a man who in previous times had intrigued 
with Shimada and Ug6 in the interests of the Tedo 
Government. Todoroki Buhel of Higo and Kusaka Gisuke 
of Ch6shiu also called on the Kiiambaku, and urged him 
to fix a date of the *' expulsion of the barbarians." 

It was about this time that Miwada Koichiro of the 
Matsuyama clan and a number of rdnins cut the heads 
off some wooden images of Ashikaga Tiikauji, Toshinori 
and Toshimitsu,** which were eiishrined at the temple of 
Tpji-In, and pilloried them in the dry bed of the river jit 
San jo. This was intended as a hit at the Tokugawa 

(32) Tftkauji (b. 1305, d. 135S) was the first SL6j;nn of the Ashikftga 
line. His pon Yoshiuori (b. 1330, d. 1337) did not rise nbove the rank 
of painngop. He was sncoeeded by Yoshimitsu, who became .8b5gnn 
in 1368 and die<l in 1408. The insult offered to their effi^^rieBoconrred 
on 5th April. G.Y.M. Ashikaga Takanji at first took the side of Godaigo 
Tenno against the Hojo family, but afterwards turned traitor and peized 
the power for himself. 
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family, whose acts miglit l^ oompared to those of the 
AshTkagA. The prince of Aidza, offended at this ontroge, 
arrested Miwada and his accomplices. The city was in a 
cohiraotion, and th^ prince of Choskin interceded for their 
lives, but the prince of Aidza and ex-prince of Echi«sn 
were obdurate. From this time onwards the r5«i/i« entBl^t 
taiued great affection for the prince of Choshiu. 

In the same month the Court established the Gaku^ 
sliii-In, whicli was intended as a place wlierein' the 
samurai might freely express their opinion on politics. 
The prince of Kurnm^ recommended Prince Shoren-Iritc)^ 
both the Court and the Bakufu, who pemritted him to 
lay aside his priestly robes. He was hencefoHh styled 
Prince Nakagawa, and took part in affairs. 

In the 3rd month (April 18— May 17) the Sh6gnn 
came up to Kioto and wont to Court on the same day, 
rafter which he took up his quarters at the castle of Nijo. 

During the same month the prince of Satsuma^* 
.nddi-essed a memorial to the Mikado, sayiog; "For some 
time past I have criticised the political situation, and 
have offered my humble opinion to Tour Majosty. But 
the tongue of the slanderer has been busy, and my sug- 
gestions have not lieen carried out. If under these c{f« 
cumstances I remain at i\\e capital, I am merely jusfcify- 
iiig the slanders which have been uttered against me, 

^33) VVhen the Prinoi of Sittsuma is spokeu of ae tftkiog a part 
in. affairs, it mnst be understood that either Shimadzu Sabnro or the 
leading men of the Sitsuma dan aoled nnd^rhis name. Scirccl/ any 
of the daimi6s, except the ez-prlnoe^^of Hizen, Tosa, Eohizen and 
Uwnjima, were of any p.-rsoral importance. It is char in. the prenent 
instance that it is Shimadzu Saburd who writeg. 
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^liA I am afraid that some disaster may be the result. 
Besides, as the time for tiie expulsion of the barborians, 
is drawing near, I must make my preparations. I beg 
therefore that Your Majesty will grant me a few months' 
leave of absence.'* Having sent in this letter he de^ 
parted for Kagoshima an the following day, without 
waiting for an answer. It was currently reported that he 
was moved to this course by the remarks which had been 
made by some of the clans^ at Kioto about tliB assamp- 
tioii by the house of Shimadzu of too large a control 
over aifairs. 

During this period the Court delibarated daily upon, 
the ** expulsion of the barbarians," and finally sent the 
prince of Mito down to Tedo, to superinted the closing 
of tlie ports. All the maritime princes were sent home to 
tlieir respective provinces to make preparations for war. 

The sarmirai of the different clans and the rdnins 
had addressed themselves frequently to the ex-prince of 
Echizen, pressing him about the date for the "expulsion 
of the barbarians." The ex-prince, who knew the difficulty 
in which this matter was 1 involved, resigned his office of 
Supreme Director of Affairs, and furtively quitting the 
capital, returned to his native province. 

(34) The word han, here Iranslatetl clan, literally meanB fence, the 
duty of a Jian being to defend the throne against its enemies; but clan 
seems the best term by which to denote a fractional part of the nation, 
which, held together under one chief by the closest ties, looked with 
hostile eyes on other similar fractions of the nation. As hn in^tatice of 
this feeling it is sufficient to state that a olaimio's retainer invariably 
meant by the term *my country* not Japan, but the territory ruled 
over by his lord. 
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In the 4th month (May 18— June 15) tire- Shoguu, 
Hitotsubashi Chiunagon, the Minister Itakura Iga-tio^ 
kami and other high officials of the Batufu wiBnt to 
Court. The Mikado thereupon fixed the 25th of June as 
the date for the " expulsion of the foieignei's," and ordered 
the Batufu to communicate it to all the clans. The 
Bakufu found itself compelled to obey, but privately 
resolved to do nothing. The Mikado next proposed to 
visit Otokoyama,^ and to deliver to the Sho^n at the 
shrine of Hachiman the sword emblematic of his author- 
ity to expel the "barbarians." The Shogun, hoWevei', de- 
diued to join the procession, on the ground of sudden 
illness, but sent Hitotsubashi Chiuiiagou, who was in 
attendance on him, to act as Jiis proxy. Hitotsubashi 
was extremely embarrassed, and suddenly pretexting ill^ 
ness, descended from the shrine. When the renins heard 
of this they were violently angry, and said*; "Bah! this 
sluggard is not fit for the work.*' They therefore insist- 
ed upon the Mikado's taking the field in person, and 
asked to be allowed to march in the van. The Court, 
however, managed to appease their wrath for a while. 

During this month the Court appointed the ex-prince 
of Owari assistant to the Shogun, while the ex-prince of 
Hizen was made Superintendent of Civil and Military 
Matters. Hitotsubashi Chiunagon was sent down to Tedo 
to assist the Prince of Mito in closing the ports, 

(35) Otokoyama' in Yninashiro, also called Iwasbimidzn, sittiated on 
U}6 toft bank of the Yodognwa some fifteen miles from Kioto, is the 
site of a celebrated shrine to the memory of Ojin Tennd, whose worship 
was there established under the title of Hachiman Daibosatsu. This 
defined emperor is considered a sort of patron of warriors. 
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* . . Abolit this ' time the Sliincho-gumi disturbances occur- 
red at Yedo. There was a Dewa man named Eiyokawa 
Hachiro ia that city, who for some yeai^s past had ad- 
.yocated the " expulsion of the barbarians.'' He persuaded 
one Adzumi Goro and several others of the same way of 
thinking to join him in disturbing the peace of Yedo and 
its vicinity. They had committed several murdeie^^ and 
being hotly chased by the secret police, had fled by^ way 
of Echigo into Oshiu and Dewa, whence they.tnanaged lo 
yeach Kioto without detection. The agitation for the 
"expulsion of the barbarians " was going on therej and 
Hachiro tried to egg on the samurai of the Sats^ma and 
Choshiu clans. At this moment the Bakufu was collect- 
ing the ronins irom all parts of the country at Yedo. It 
gave them pay and formed them into a corps ujider the 
name of the Shincho-gumi. Hachiro, profiting by this 
lucky event, obtained pardon for his previous offeucos 
through friends in the Aidzu clan and among the officials, 
went down to Yedo, and became chief of the corps. 
The men composing it amounted to five huudred, and 
there were a large number of lawless ruffians among 
them. They exacted money from the rich citizens under 
the name of contributions towards the ** expulsipn of the 
barbarians," and were prepariug to attack Yokohama. 
Great uneasiness was felt far and wide, and the efforts ^f 
the Bakufu to restrain these men were almost ineffectual. 
At last it issued orders to the clans to arrest them 
wherever they might be found, and the ring-leaders 
having been caught, tranquillity was restored, Hachiro 
is said to have been killed not long after by an Aidzu 
man named Sasaki. , 
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All this while the Court was^daily ui^itig the Xedp 
Government; to close the ports. The prince of M\!i9t 
Hitotsubaslii Chinnagon and the Minister Ogasawarp. Iki- 
n(^ami finally told the foreign representatives resident >t 
Yokohama:^ **Our people dishke intercourse witl\;,.fQr- 
eignera, and numbers of them ai*e ready to assa^ijaate 
you at any moment. Our Government has done all Ib&k 
ingenuity could suggt^st, but the effect of this dislike i^ 
that ihe Mikado has ordered us to inform foreiga ooun* 
tries that the Sports are to be shut and foreign _intei^ 
comse termiuated. We beg you to consent.": .The 
foreign Kepresentatives replied: **When the treaties 
lYere concluded a compact was made that they were not 
to be changed.- When then do you now wish to make. a 
change? If your country designs such an exti*aordiu£^ry 
thing as this, extraordinary calamities will follow. W^ 
are here by order of our respective nations, and have no 
authority to decide such an important matter without 
refexTing home. You had better consult our government 
about it, who will decide as they think right:" The 
Bakufu consequently prepared to send ambassadors to 
foreign nations. 

In the 5th montl/' (June 16— July 15j the English 



(36) This annouGoemeiit was made by letter on the 24th June, after 
tlie indemnities demanded from the Shognnate for the second attack on 
therEDglish Legation in 1862, and tor the murder of Mr. Richardson bad 
been fully paid. The author had rbyersed the two trausactiontu >. * 

(37) The negotiation here referred to was commenced at Yokuhamii 
in April when a def^pntch coctainirg the demands cf the English 
OoTetnment was sent in to the SLogucate. The Havoc alone proceeded 
to Tedo on that ocasion. The period granted for a definite reply to be 
g'.yen was repeatedly extended, until on the 20th Jane the English 
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came to Sliiuagawa by sea, having certain requests to 
make. When Ohara went down to Yedo in the previous 
year as Envoy from the Mikado he was accompanied by 
Shitnadzu Saburo (formerly Idzumi), and on his way back 
some English people came riding through the head of his 
trai4 at a place called Namamugi in the province of Mu- 
sashi. ITie prince's escort was enraged at this insult and 
slew the offenders. The Mikado's envoy had just readied 
the town of Shinagawa, when he heard of the affair. He 
delayed there for three days in consequence. Tlie English 
tlie'n came with their men-of-war to Yokohama, and 
addressed a letter to the Bakufu, saying : " Last year yott 
killed some of our officers. You must arrest the pei'sou 
who directed this, act to be done, and execute him in tlie 
presence of our officers. If you cannot do. this, we shall 
demand an indemnity of $500,000 from the Bikufu,. aud 
we will also go to Kagoshima and take $30,000 there 
also." The letter also fixed a date by which the reply 
must be given. 

As the Shogun was still at Kioto the Minister could 
do nothing but rei)eat over and over again that the affair 
should be adjusted on his return. They also sent a hasty 
message to the Shogun, who represented the state of mat- 
ters at Yedo to the Mikado, and asked for leave to return 
home. The Court refused to grant it, and the clan of 
^atsuina, on learning what had occurred, said to the 
Bakufu : " We hear that the English have demanded the 

Charge d' Affaires found himself compelled to place the affair ia the Ad- 
mirAl'a hands. Tlie Fearl and perhaps another vessel were selit-np to 
Yedo, but in the meantime, the Japanese Government consented to all 
the demands, and hostilities were avoided. ^ \ 
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peraou of Saburo, a relation of our prince, and that tlie 
government is much embarrassed by their demands. 
Saburo says: the English insulted me, and my escort 
simply, inflicted x^'^^isliDQent upon them. But if the 
sniiety of the Governmeut can be removed by the Eng- 
lish getting hold of me, let it be dicided by an appeal 
to arms. I certainly will not suri'ender to tiiem un- 
resistingly. This is what. Saburo sayB, and he prays 
for thie instructions of tlie Government." The Bakufu!, 
anxious and troubled about domestic and foreign afFaiis, 
debated for several months without coming to a conclu- 
sion. The English were daily expecting to receive our 
answer, and the day for the payment of the indemnity 
was drawing nigh. The Bakufu, feariug that hostilities 
would break oat, issued a proclamation to the towns- 
people of Yedo, who packed up their property and took 
refuge in the ooimtry round. The commotion was so great, 
that the Bakufu at last made up its mind, raying: ''It 
looks as if the wrong was on our side in the affair of 
Namamugi. Let us clear our reputation, and then put 
an end to foreign intercourse." So it gave the indem- 
nity Ao the English, who then departed from the Bay of 
Shinagawa. 

For some time past the house of Moii had been con- 
stmcting batteries at Shimouoseki in Choshiu, with the 
object of commencing hostilities agaiust the " barbarians." 
Some Dutch, American and French vessels happening to 
pass througli the straits, our troops fii*ed on every one of 
them. Several of the foreigners were killed and wounded, 
wlril^^ the batteries were destroyed in a visit from a second 
American vessel. When tlio older for the.Vexpukion of 
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tlie barbarians/' was first issued, the Kokura clan believed 
that the Bakufu was in reality avei-se from the measuie, 
aud, therefore afforded no help to Ch&shiu on these oeoa- 
sions. The Court consequently issued a proclamation to 
the clans observing that it had learnt that certain dans 
had put their hands in their pockets and looked on quietly 
>vhen the '' barbarian " ships had been attacked. This had 
profoundly distressed the Emperor, for, now that a com- 
mencement had been made by Choshiu, it was the duty of 
all the clans to strive to achieve the work with all possi* 
ble speed. 

During the same month the house of M6ri presented 
■ten thousand rid in gold to the Imperial Com*t. 

About the same time^^ the Minister Ogasawara Iki-no- 
kami arrived at Ozaka by sea, and wi^ about to enter 
the, capital, when tlie Court refused him leave to do so. 
It proceeded to censure him for Jus misconduct in payifig 
the indemnity to the English without asking for sancti<»i, 
deprived him oi his rank and titles, and confined him in 
his jiaskiM at Ozaka. 

In the 6th month (July 16— August 13) the western 
cast]0 at Yedo was burnt to the ground. It was rebuilt 
daring the following year, and [afterwards] is known as 
the castle of Tokio. 

Dui'ing the same month the guardianship of the 
palace gates by the Satsuma clan was discontinued. Some 
time previously Ane-no-koji Sh63li6 had been assassinated 
one evening in the streets on his way home from the 
palace. The murderor fled and was not discovered, but 
common report said that he was a Batsuma man. It was 
. (38) On the 22iid July. G. Y. M. 
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also rumoured that the order above alluded to \vas 
•giyeu because the Cburt secretly disliked the Batsuma 
$lan for the murder of the Shosho. 

.. In the 7th month (August 14— Sept. 12}^ the English 
came with ten men-of-war, to Kagoshima in Satsuma, 
sayiiig:. ''Although the afiair of Namamugi is seiikd so 
far as regaids the Japanese Go:vernmeu,t, we mu^tjUave 
twenty thousand doUai-s from your clan for tlie support 
of th0 widow and orphans of the murdered bffiijial. We 
- abp ask why. you killed au Englishman." The Sfttsuihili' 
clau was about toxeply when the English seized the i men- 
of- war belonging to the clan without the slightest Ipaeovo^ 
juation. .A great storm was raging at the .time,, ai^d th^ 
ti'wps sei^d. the opportunity to. repel the enemy ^ 8e veial 
artille):y engagements ensued in which this English ships 
were .severely knocked about. and had to rethe. They 
burnt the town of Kagoshima before ieaviug. After a 
short inteiTal had elapsed the English began to prepai'e 
for a second attack, upon which the house of Shimadzu 
sent men tci Yokohama to pay over $20,000, which they 
borrowed from the Bakufu, and the affair was pefteeably 
armnged. When t ur troops fired on the English ships, 
.the ci-ews were in such a hurry to escape that one vessel 
had no time to get in its anchor, so the cable was cut 
and the anchor left behind. Our troops seized it, and 
hauded it over at the earnest request of the English. 
WJjen the English get hold of an enemy's anchor they 
proclaim the fact everywhere, to show how they have 

(39) The squadron arrived before Kagoshima on the 12th Angnst 
iiad lett on the 17th. £25,000 wfts the indemnity demanded from 
^tsunoa. . 
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gained the victory. The enemy bitterly feels the disgrace, 
and when jjeace is made, often pays large sums of money 
to recover the article. Bat as the Englisli got back theuL* 
anchor without the expenditure of a single cash they 
were moved to admiration for Japanese magnanimity. 

Shortly before this Hitotsubashi had addreseied a 
letter to the Mikado in which he said: **I have been 
the unworthy recipient of Your Majesty's boundless 
favours, and have received the office of Guardian to the 
Shogun. But I have been completely unsuccessful, and 
feel most uneasy in my mind. Your Majesty has also 
s^x^cially instructed me to arrange for the closing of the 
ports, but tliough I have striven day and night to i-equite 
one ten-thousandth part of the benefits I liave received 
from Your Majesty, I have been unable to cany out that 
measure also. My guilt in accepting such a grave re- 
sponsibility, without duly appreciating the action of 
events, and estimating my own capacity, is too gi*eat to 
escape unpunished. I pray Your Majesty, therefore, by 
an exercise of that gi*eat goodness which is Your Majesty's 
chief attribute, to release me from the office of Guardian 
to tlie Shogun." The Court had always placed great con- 
fidence in the Ghiunagon, and therefore refused to grant 
Ids request. 

The prince of Aidzu was rewarded by the .'Court with 
a sum of money in gold and a war surcoat for his serv-r 
ices in protecting the capital, and the Shogim allowed to 
return to Yedo. 

When the Court decided upon expelling the " barbari- 
ans " some of the princes declined to obey. The roiiuis, also, 
liad been active iu seditious intrigue, and the Court begaU 
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to feel secretly alarmed. From this time onward it began 
to believe in tlie Bakufu. 

During this month the Bakiifn despatched envoys to 
Ofaosbia, to reprimand the clan for having fired on foreign 
vessels without ordft's. The Choshlu people insisted 
that they had only obeyed the instructions of the Court 
and the Bakufu, justified their proceedings, and refased 
to acknowledge themselves in the wrong. Eventually 
tbey forcibly detained one of the envoys named l^akane, 
and as he did not return, it was believed that he had 
been assassinated by them. From this moment a bread; 
was formed between the Bakufu and Choshiu.* Some of 
the court nobles supported the former; others detested 
Choshiu for its high reputation. Another party occupied 
a neutral position, but the Court cherished a secret dis- 
like to the clan. 

A short time previously the Choshiu clan had be- 
sought the Mikado to make a progress to Tamato in 
order to show to the Empire his intention of takiug tlje 
field in person against the "barbarians." The proposal 
was accepted, and public notice was given that he would 
proceed to open the campaign in person. Some, howeverj 
remonstrated, saying that Choshiu merely wished to get 
pessession of the Mikado's person in order to be able to 
dictate to the Empire. This accusation caused the Court 
and the Bakufu to regard Choihiu with ' suspicion, and 
they bec'ime desirous of excluding him from a share in tlio 
councils of the Mikado. On the night of tlie 18th day 
of the 8th month (30th September) Prince Nakagawa, 

£* And /the latter dnnning^y borrowed, as it were, the name of 
kin-o or loyalty iu oivler to overthrow the former.] 
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the R-iiioe of Aidzn, with ' certain court nobled and men 
of military class assembled together, and proposed to dismiss' 
San jo and SIX other Court nobles and the ChoBhiu clan. 
Fearing an outbreak they hastily gnve orjers to all the^ 
clans in the capital to guard the palace gates most vigi- 
lantly. The town was thrown into a state of violent com- 
motion and the public anxiety became great. M^rl> 
Sanuki-no-kami, prince of a subordinate Ghoshiu clan, 
and Kikkawa Remniiotsu knew nothing of what was in- 
tended, until they saw the excitement of the citizens,' and 
imagining that a revolution must have broken out at the 
palace, hastened thither with all speed. Admission was 
refused to them, and their men were removed from the 
guardianship of the Sakai-machi Gate, which was placed 
in charge of the house of Shimadzu. Tlie two clans of 
Satsuma and Choshiu,* though devoted to the cause of 
the Mikado, had all along been on bad terras, and' this 
(XJcnrrence showed that they were not likely to act aSiy 
further in conjunction. 

Prince Nakagawa was at the side of the throne, and 
assembling Konoye, Tokudaiji and other nobles, said : 
**Sani6 Chiunagou and his friends, adopting the violent" 
views of thB Choshiu men, have falsified the wishes 6f" 
the Mikaido, and have given out that His Majesty intetfl-" 
od to go to Yamato in order to take the field in person 
against the barbarians. His Majesty is deeply offended 
with them. The Ohiunagon and his friends hav^ plotted 
high treason with the Ohoshiu men." Orders were then 
issued that the Imperial progress should not take place, 
and a I'esolution was taken to punish Sanjo and the 
other six Court nobles. 
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The Choslrin samnrai, discovering on the 18th (Sept. 
30) the change which had occurred in the policy of the 
Court, made their preparations and departed for their 
native province, and the seven nobles fled with theifa. 
The Court thereupon deprived" the latter of their titles 
and rank, punished eighteen other oflScial court nobles 
who had been acting in concert with Choahiu all along, 
and prohibited the Mori family from entering the capital. 
Troops were levied in the surrounding provinces, and 
measures were taken for the defence of the city. A pro- 
clamation was nl^ issued, which declared that many of 
the decrees lately promulgated were, from the mixture of 
trtith and falsehood in them, calculated to mislead the pro 
pie. But those which appeared after the 18th (30th 
Sept.) were to be considered as genuine expressions of the 
Mikado's will. 

About the same time Matsumoto Kenzaburo, Fujimoto 
Tesseki and Adzumi Goro took up arms in Tamatb. 
'J'iiese men had previously been wandering about from 
place to place in Tamato and Kawachi, and advocating the 
** expulsion of the barbarians." They were joined by n, 
court noble name! Nakftyama Tadamitsu, who had ab- 
scrnded from the capitnl some time before because the 
dilatory policy of the Bakufu disagreed with his own anti- 
barbarian views. Nakayama was elected commander-iii- 
chief by this band of men, who now numbered a thou?anfl 
strong, and styled themselves the " Tenchiu-gumi.*'*® Pre 
tending to act by orders of the court they sent detach- 
ments to Sayama, Tannan, Shiraki and other places in 
Kawachi, to talk over the ddimids and borrow muskets^ 
(40) Lit/, the Heaven's chastisement band. 
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cannon, saddlery, etcetpra, from them. Having crossed 
by Chrhaya they aiTived during this month at Gojo in 
Ynmato, attacked the residence of Suzuki Gennai, tlie 
Collector,* murdered him and five subordinate officials, 
seized all the rice, weapons and ammunition they could 
find, and established tlieir head-quarters there. They 
were prompted to these acts by Gennai's refusal to comply 
with their orders. Proceeding next to inform the people 
of the locality that the Mikado was about to make a pro*- 
gress into the province, they declared the Qouatry round 
Gojo to be Imperial territory, and remitted '^ne half of the 
land-tax, in order to become popular with the inhabitants. 

Before they had been long at Gojo they received in- 
formation that the policy of the court had undergone a 
change. Matsumoto and his companions debated together, 
saying : " Seeing the turn which affairs have taken, tlie 
Bakufu will assuredly pimish us. Eatlier than sit down 
to await its attack, let us make one desperati effort." 
On the morning of the 9tli October therefore a detach- 
ment of five hundred men attacked the town of Takatori, 
also situated in the province of Yamato. The troops oi 
Uyemura Suruga-no-kami, prince of the domain, defended 
it. The attack ^vas so fierce that the ronins almost 
succeeded in forcing an entrance, but the garrison fought 
so valiantly 'that they eventually repulsed the Tenchxu- 
gumi, and made fifty prisoners. The Teuchiu-gumi re- 
treated to the liiUs near Amanogawa-tsuji and placed 
pickets all romid them. ..,...,.. 

The Bakufu had already ordered the clans of Kishiu^ 
Hikone, Todo and K&riyama to march against the rebels, 
[• Or more correctly " C^overnor.] 
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and Sdidzuuo Tamon, the Eishiu commander, led liis 
troops to the attack on the 18th October. The assault 
was received with a well directed fire of musketry. Ta* 
mon received a bullet-wound, and losb a good many of his 
men. On tlie 20th Todo Sbinshiclii, the Todo command- 
er, advanced against Amanogawa-tsuji with five hundred 
men. The Tenchiu-gumi had planted. an ambuscade, and 
pretended to take to flight, and as Todo's troops, who fanci- 
ed the victory already won, advanced and fell into the 
trap, they arose on all sides, and routed the advanced^ 
body ; but the Hikone troops coming up to the rescue, the 
united forces finally succeeding in repulsing the ronins, 
whom they pursued as far as Totsugawa. Hereupon the 
victors withdrew from the field of battle, as the sun was 
setting. During the evening the Tenchiu-gumi surprised 
the Hikone quarters, and retreated again after inflicting a 
loss of thirty killed. 

On the 25th the Todo troops fell upon the rear of the 
Tenchiu-gumi, and succeeded at last in capturing tlie 
stockade of Amanogawa-tsuji. The ronins dispersed, but 
detachments of the Kishiu, Hikone and Koriyama troops 
pfursued them far and wide, inflicting a sanguinary defeat 
on them. Matsumoto Kenzaburo, Fujimoto Tesseki and 
others were killed. Nakayama Tadamitsu fled to Ozaka, 
while Adzurai Goro and fifty more wore made prisoners. 
The common name for this outbreak was * the disturbances 
of Goi&.' 

Hirano Jiio, who was at Kioto before this event, had 
obtained leave to try and pacify the Tenchiu-gumi. He 
proceeded accordingly to Gojo, and had been there some 
time when lie heard of the change which had occurred 
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at Kioto 0:1 the 30tli September, and lie at once retarned 
tliither, to pray the Mikado to re-admit the seven court 
nobles and the house of Mori to the capital. The Court 
paid no attention to his \)etition, and Jiro, perceiving tliat 
everjtliing was arranged as Prince Nakagawa and the 
prince of Aidzu pleased, went off to Choshiii. Here lie 
got hold of one of the seven noblos named Sawa, and 
with the object of renewing the agitation in favour of 
the Mikado's opening the campaign in person, went to 
Iknno in Tajima in the 10th month (November 11 — 
December 10) with no more than one hundred soldiers 
under his command. Having proclaimed the crimes of 
the prince of Aidzu, he was preparing to enter Kioto to 
present n petition to the Mikado. He began by attacking 
the residence of the local Collector in order to provide 
himself with the fiinds necessary for the accomplishment 
of his object, and seized all the money and rice to be 
found there. But the peasants arose on all sides and 
attacked him, wliile the Bakufu sent orders to the 
neighbouring clans to take the field. His followers 
occupied Miokenyama, and fought valiantly for tliree days 
until they could hold out no longer. Some wore killed, 
while others fled back into Choshiu with Sawa. It will 
be remembered that in 1862 Hirano Jiro assembled to- 
gether a number of hot-headed spirits, and tried to force 
Shimadzu Saburo to commence the great work, but that 
he was placed in confinement in liis native province 
because of the seditious nature of the project. The Court 
had sent for him in the previous part of the year, and 
had appointed him chief of the Gakushiu-In. Having 
absconded from Kioto before, he was now captured by 
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the troops of Seugoku, 

During the course of this mouth Shimadzu Saburo 
arrived again at Kioto, and had an audience of tlie 
Mikado on the same day, to urge the necessity of a 
second visit from the Shogun and Hitotsubashi Chiuuagou. 
Probably he wanted to take counsel with them. 

In the 11th month (December 12 — Jan. 8) the Mikado 
appointed Prince Nakagawa President of the Censorate 
{Danj&-nO'In). Hencieforth he went by the name of the 
In no Miya. The Bakufu also increased his allowance, 
and gave bira a thousand bags of rice annually in addi- 
tion. 

During the same mouth the Chief Castlo at Yedo was 
burnt a second time, and it has never been rebuilt since. 

About this time the Court dismissed Takadzukasa 
from the office of Kuambaku, and appointed Nij& in his 
stead. Shortly before this, when the Bakufu was about 
to shut the ports, it represented to the Mikado that it was 
afraid of the clans proceeding to commit acts of violence, 
aaid the Court now issued an order to the princes, direct- 
ing them to wait for instructions from the Bakufu, The 
latter then despatched Ikeda Chikugo-no-kami on a mis- 
sion to foreign countries to discuss the closing of the ports. 
The advocates of the " expulsion of the barbarialis " were 
dissatisfied on hearing of this, feeling that the Court was 
becoming retrogi-ade in its policy, and fled in a body to 
Choshiu. 

End of Vol. I. 
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VOLUME II. 



^^^4. During tlie twelfth month (Jan. 9 — Feb. 7)^^ a 
Satsuma nierchant-vessel, which had anchored 
off Tanonra in Buzeh on her way from Hiogo to Nagasaki, 
was fired on from the forts on the opposite shore of the 
strait, the Choshiu people mistaking her for a foreign 
vessel on account of her build. Thirty Satsuma men were 
killed, and the resentment of the clan was great. 

Hitotsubashi Chiimagon went up to Kioto during the 
course of the same month. 

In the first month of the first year of Genji (Feb. 8 — 
March 7) the Shogun proceeded a second time to Kioto, 
where he was joined immediately afterwards by Echizen 
Chiujo." On the 28th February the Shogun went to Court 
accompanied by Hitotsubashi Chiunagon and Aidzu Chiu- 
36, and the In no Miya addressed him on behalf of the 
Emperor as follows : " We are not in favour of a hast^- 
and ill-considered attempt to expel the barbarians, but 
Fujiwara no Sanetomi'^- and others, wilfully blind to 
the actual condition of affairs in the Empire, have mis- 
represented Our will, have proclaimed the " expulsion of 
the barbarians " without being properly authorized to do so, 

(41) Feb. 3. G.Y.M. 

(42) The Court Noble Sanjo Chiunagon, afterwards Prime Minister. 
[* :MatPa(1aira YosJtoaga (Shungaku).] 
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and have stirred up war against the Bakufu. The turbu- 
lent retainers of the Saisho of Nagato* have made a fool 
of their lord, they have fired on barbarian vessels with- 
out provocation ; they have murdered the envoy sent to 
their prince by the Bakufu, and finally seduced Sanetomi 
and his companions to follow them down to their native 
province. These fellows must be punished. Nevertheless 
the true cause of these evil deeds is our own want of 
virtue. Henceforward do you assist us in carrying out 
our wishes, by restoring domestic harmony to the country 
and cutting off foreign intercourse." By speaking thus, 
after having previously proclaimed the " expulsion of the 
barbarians," the Court brought upon itself the reproach of 
inconsistency. 

In the 2nd month (Mar. 8--x\pr. 5) Satsuraa pi'oposed' 
to despatch an envoy to Choshiu to demand satisfaction 
for the merchant-vessel having been fired upon in the end 
of the previous year, but the Bakufu persuaded him not 
to do so, promising to obtain redress for him. 

During the same month Shimadzu Saburo, father of 
the prince of Satsiima, was raised to the rank of Sakonye 
no Shosho, and associated in the direction of affaira at 
Court. The rank of Sangi (CounseHor-of-state) was offered 
to Aidzu Chiujo, but he refused it. 

In the 4th month (May 6 — June 3) the office of Guard- 
ian to the Shogun was taken from Hitotsubashi Chiuna- 
gon, who was appointed Protector of the Imperial Palace 
and Commander-in-chief of the Maritime Defences in the 
iay of Ozaka. 

In the same moath the Bakufu presented a new law 
[* The Lorl ot Clioshu ] 
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containing five articles to the Imperial Court ; firstly, tlie 
Bakufu would provide two thousand bags of rice towards 
tlie expenses of the Shrines at Watarai in Ise: that the 
ShoguQ and daimids on succeeding their respective pre- 
decessors should present themselves at Court and acknowl- 
edge the bounty of the Emperor; thirdly, that aU the 
western daimios should pay court at Kioto, on their way 
to Yedo; foui-thly, that all the clans should make annual 
presents of their produce to tlie Emperor, and fifthly, that 
playing on musical instruments should be stopped for a 
certain number of days after the death of a prince of the 
blood. All these things were done to honour the Court, 
which consequently gave its consent. 

In the fifth month (June 4— July 3) the Imperial 
Court formally placed the direction of affairs in the hands 
of the Bakufu, which was also ordered to punish Choshiu 
and the seven runaway nobles. On the 23rd of June 
Shimadzu Saburo returned to Kagoshima, whilst the Sho- 
gun made his way back to Yedo. 

During the same month certain retainers of the Prince 
of Mito, named Fujita Koshiro, and Tamaru Inanoyemon 
with others, took up arms in Hitachi and Shimotsuke, 
with the avowed object of '' expelling the barbarians." 

To go back some years ; — In the period called Tempo 
(1830 — 43) the ex-Chiuuagon of Mito had selected Fujita 
Toko, a certain Toda, a certain Imai and others from 
among his retainei-s, and with their aid had inaugurated 
great reforms in the administration of the clan. At that 
time Yuki Toraji, a Karo*^ of the clan, a man of crafty 



(43) Tbe principal retainers of dalmio were called karof or * old men 
of the family.' It was n hereditary office. 
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and mtrigaing noiure, and who Lad obtained ^eat iu* 
flueneo with the ex-Chiunagon» had a greater voice in the 
Goyernment of the ckn than any other, and was exti^mely 
averse from changes in the system of administration. He 
consequently was higldy annoyed at the recent elevation 
to power of Fujita and his associates, and exerted himself 
to obstruct their reforma. Haviug been dismissed for this 
by the ex-Chiunagon, lie secretly informed the Bakufa 
that military prepamtions were being made in the «lau. 
Some time previously the ex-Chiunagou and Fujita hud 
proposed to aboiisL Buddhism, thereby incurring the hos- 
tility of the bonzes, who circulated a report that the ex- 
Chiunagon was forming ambitious schemes. The Bakufn 
therefore placed the ex-Chiunagon and Fujita in domicil* 
iary confinement, and Yuki regained his share in the 
administration of the clan. From this moment Yuki and 
Fujita headed two opposite parties, that of the former 
being called tlie Wicked Party (Kantd), while that of the 
latter was known as the Ri^teous Party {Sedgito). Sub- 
sequently the ex-ChiunagOD was pardoned and associated 
in the councils of the Shogunate, upon which he punished 
Yuki a second time, and restored Fujita to his former 
position. Fi'om this time onwai-ds the Righteous and 
Wicked Parties constantly quarrelled witli each other, 
hardly a day passing away quietly. Fujita and the exr 
Chionagon having shortly afterwards died in quick suc- 
cession, the power fell into the hands of Ichikawa San- 
zayemoQ and Asaiua Y^ataro* of tbe Wicked Party. Fujita 
Toko's sou Koshiio, Tamaru Inanoyemon, Tanaka Gtenzo 

[• Father t>f Asuiiui Chiser, once the chief editor of the Tokyo 
^ichinichi Smhv.jn.'} 
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and their friends were extremely angry, and under the 
pretence of carrying out the views of the ex-Ohiunagon, 
loudly professed the combined policy of 'honouring the 
sovereign and sweeping out the barbarians,' hoping there- 
by to get the upper hand of the Wicked Party. 

To resume the thread of our narrative ; Fujita and his 
associates took the field with three hundred men, carrying 
with them the monumental tablet of the ex-Chiunagon, 
and -coming to Ohirayama by way of Utsundmiya, ordered 
the towns-people of Tochigi to supply them with the funds 
whidi they required in order to carry out their design of 
"expelling the barbarians.'* The towns-people, unwilling 
to submit quietly to this demand, reported the outbreak to 
the Bakufu, which gave orders to the clans in the vicinity 
to chastise the rioters. The troops of Arima Hiogoruo 
-kami** hastened to the scene of disorder, and fought with 
them in seven encounters, in which neither side was 
victorious. The rioters then set fire to the town of Tochigi, 
and the iuliabitanis took to flight. In the 6th month 
(July 4 — August 1) they arrived at Tsukuba-san in the 
province of Hitachi, wheria they constructed a stockade to 
protect themselves from attack. Ichikawa and others of 
the Wicked Party, having asked leave of the Prince to 
attack the riotera, the Bakufu, to whom he refened their 
request, concerted measures with them, and joining forces 
they attacked the rebels at Tsukuba-san. The latter were 
however so ferocious in their resistance that they bore all 
before them, and the news brought from Yedo day after 
day to Hitotsubaslii Chiunagon, the Military Governor of 



(44) Fnkiage in Shimotsu? 4 ; 10,000 koka. 
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Kioto (Prince of Aidzu) and the Minister of state was 
most disheartening. 

The Choshiu people had several times addressed letters 
to the Imperial Com^t, in which they endeavoured to ex- 
plain their conduct since the middle of the previous year, 
but the Court had refused to receive them. During the 
same month (July 4 — August 1) Eukuhara Echigo, a 
Choshiu KarG, arrived at Ozaka by sea, and proceeded 
to Fushimi whence he addressed a letter to the Court, 
which ran somewhat as follows : " 8inc3 the Prince and 
liis son obeyed His Majesty's desire that the barbarians 
should be expelled, they have passed their days and nights 
in ceaseless anxiety lest they should fail in carrying out 
his sacred will, and the whole clan is unable to understand 
why the Court should attribute guilt to Sanjo and his 
companions. It therefore humbly prays tliat- the seven 
nobles may be restored to their functions, and that the 
Saisho and his son may be permitted to re-enter the 
capital." Having sent in this letter he endeavoured to 
get up a fresh agitation at Court for the expulsion of the 
barbarians. The Bakufu ordered him to send away the 
part of his men, and to wait where he was for further 
orders. A short time afterwards the Karos Kuuishi and 
Masuda also arrived at the head of several hundred men, 
Kunishi encamping at the Temple of Tenriuji at Saga in 
the vicinity of Kioto, and Masuda tnking up his quarters 
at Tennoji at Yamazaki. 

Kioto at this moment was full of the troops of various 
clans, who guarded the Nine Gates, leading to the Imperi- 
al Palace. The In no Miya, Hitotsubashi Chiunagon, 
Aidzu Shosho and the rest declared that the appearance 
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of the Clio^hiu laen with troops was nothing but au at- 
tempt to coerce the Court, and in their rage asked the 
Emperor's permission to attack them. Hitotsubashi, Sa- 
tsuma, Echizen, Aidzu, Kuwana, Ogaki, Hikone and others 
ox'dered their troops to be in readmess to take the field, and 
the inhabitants of KiotOi seeing that a conflict was imminent, 
packed up their pi^opertj and sought safety in flight. 

The Choshiu forces at Saga, Yamazaki and Fushimi, 
hearing what was in store for them, resolved to anticipate 
their enemies. Having laid their plans for a sudden 
attack, which was to result in removing the Aidzu clan 
and the other evil advisers of the Emperor from his side, 
they marched straiglit on Kioto on the 20th of August 
before the day broke. The Saga troops entered first, the 
Commander-in-chief Kunishi advancing against the Naka- 
dachiuri Gate and the Colonel Kijima against the Shimo- 
dachiuri and Hamaguri Gates. Hitotsubashi's troops 
engaged the front files of Kunishi's force, but were put to 
flight, and the latter reached the Hamaguri Gate, through 
which Kijima's men had already foroed their way into 
the Palace enclosure. Hei*e they vigorous]}' attacked the 
Aidzu troops, and Jiad nearly- defeated them, when the 
Satsuma forces arrived on the spot, and took them iu 
flank. The Choshiu men were shaken, and forced out of 
the Hamaguri Gate, on which Kijima rallied his men and 
renewed the fight with such desperation that he retrieved 
this temporary check. Kimishi's men then endeavoured 
to combine their efforts with those of Kijima's men, but 
one Nire, a Satsuma Colonel, falling on his rear with two 
hundred men, called his attention in another direction, 
and the Hitotsubashi troops, plucking up courage, returned 
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to tlie fight. The Ciidsbiu meu were thuB caught between 
two fires, and were at last put to flight. 

The Ghoshiu force at Yamazaki^ consifitiug of five 
hiuncbred men under the comm:uid of Kuzaka Gisuke, Irije 
Knichi and Maki Lkumi-no-kami, arrived later than the 
Saga division, and seized the Palace of Takadzukasa, 
whei-e the troops of Echizeu, Hikone aud Kuwana attacked 
them without success. They then advanced* and were 
just about to enter the Imperial Garden* when the Satsu- 
ma and Aidzu troops arrived in hot haste, a^d assisted 
the three former clans in defending it. The bullets of 
the contending forces fell as thick as hail, and the fight 
lasted during four hours, at the end of which the Taka- 
dznkasa Palace w«is burnt and tlie Choshiu forces were 
defeated with great slaughter. Kusaka and his colleagues 
were killed, while the survivors took to ^ght. 

In the defeat of the Saga division, Kijima, one of its 
best oflBlcers, received a bullet wound. He fell from his 
horse and expired. Kunishi barely escaped with bis life. 

The Fushimi division had started thence in the middle 
of the night to attack the capitaL The Hikone troops 
attempted to bar their passage, but were attacked and 
forced to retreat. Profitting by this success the Choahiu 
men advanced in a body with drums beating, but falling 
into, an ambush of matchlock men which the Ogaki colonel 
Oliara Nihei had planted by the side of the road, were 
put to flight with many killed and wounded. Their com- 
mander Fukuhara Eohigo barely escaped with his life. 

In this way the three divisions were prevented from 
eifectiug a junction in the city, the greater part of which 
was consumed by the conflagration which accompanied the 
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conflict. Many of the residences of the Imges and daimios 
were burnt, and an unusual number of men were killed 
and wounded on both sides, so that the roads were sti'ewn 
with dead bodies. When the Yamazaki division of the 
Choshiu force started, the commander Masuda was left 
behind with a hundred men to act as a reserve, and upon 
the main body being disfeated, Maki Idzumi-no-kami 
escaped back to inform Masuda and his men of the result. 
He made Masudu take to flight, preferring himself to 
die there. Later on when the Satsuma troops who were 
sent in pursuit arrived at S;iga they did not find a single 
Choshiu soldier, and returned to Kioto after having burnt 
the quarters Avhicli had been occupied by the Choshiu 
troops. 

On the following day the Aidzu and Kuwana troops 
attacked Yamazaki. Maki Idzumi-no-kami and the fifty 
men with him fought desperately for a while, and then 
perished by their own hands, after having set fire to their 
quarters. On the 29th August the Bakufu expressed its 
thanks to all the clans which had contributed to the 
victory, and obtained an increase of rank from the Mikado 
for the various daimios who had headed them. Adzumi 
Goro, Hirano Jiro and others who had been imprisoned 
for their share in the outbreaks at Gojo in Yamato and 
Ikuno in Tamba were decapitated, and their heads were 
exposed in public. 

During the same month Ikeda Chikugo-no-kami and 
the othei* members of his Embassy^^ returned from Europe. 
They had been sent in the previous year on a mission to 



[* Vide page 23.] .. 
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the various countries bearing the order for the closing of 
the ports, and arriving first in France proceeded to ex- 
plain the object with which they were sent. The French 
rejected their proposals and refused an answer. The eyes 
of Ikeda and his companions were opened by the high 
state of material and moral prosperity which surrounded 
them, and they returned without proceeding any further 
on their missions, to report the failure of their attempts 
at persuasion. The Bakufu reprimanded them for having 
disgraced their functions, and reducing their incomes, 
forced them to retire into private life. 

In the 8th month (September), the Bakufu begged 
the Imperial Court to deprive the Mori family and its 
branches of their titles, in consequence of the attack made 
by th^ Choshiu clan upon the Palace, and issued an 
order to all the other clans to march to the chastisement 
of the two provinces of Nagato and Suw6*^. Owarl Dai- 
nagon was appointed commander-in-chief, while to the 
troops of Satsuma and twenty other clans were allotted 
the i>oints against which they werp to move. With the 
object also of making preparations for the Shogun to take 
the field in person, the hatamoto (vassals of the Shogun- 
ate, not being daimio) were brigaded, and orders were 
given to lay in stores of provisions along the line of 
march. 

Before this the foreign representatives at Yokohama 
had been holding daily councils of war with the object of 
despatching their ships against Choshiu, and on hearing 

(45) Choshiu is the Chinese name for [another name of] Nagato, by 
which both that province and the dairmo of Hagi in Nagato are usualy 
designated. 
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of the orders issued by the Bakiifu, determined to be first 
in the field. They therefore attacked Akamagaaeki (or 
Shimonoseki) in Choshiu with eighteen vessels of war 
on the 5th September, and fired against the shore. The 
shore replied by firing at the ships. Gannon balls flew 
about everywhere, and the smoke of the gnns, covered the 
surface of the sea, until sunset caused both parties to 
withdraw. 

On the following day the ships returned and opened a 
heavy fire on the batteries, from which the gunnei-s were 
compelled to withdraw. .The foreigners then landed, and 
occupying the hills on the 7th harassed our troops. Our 
men fought with enthusiastic bravery in several encounters, 
with varied success, but their ammunition being exhausted 
they had no resource left but to propose a cessation of 
hostilities. The foreigners found fault with their conduct 
in the previous year, but the Choshiu army produced 
certified copies of the orders which they had received from 
the Imperial Court and from the Shogun, upon which 
peace was restored. The foreigners then came to Yoko- 
hama and made demands on the Bakufu, saying : " We 
expect to get an indemnity of three million dollars for 
this business. We will be guided by your decision 
whether we shall go back to Choshiu and take it, or 
whether the Japanese Government will undertake to receive 
it and give it to us." The Bakufu replied:— "Our 
Government will take it from Choshiu and give it to 
the nationalities interested." This settlement having been 
arrived at, the foreigners pressed every day for payment 
of the indemnity, and the Bakufu was at its wit's end. 

At the same time the troops of the Bakufu and of 
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loliikawa were daily attacking Tsukuba-san. Fujita and 
his friends fought with fierce desperation, but from the 
want of discipline among the men, and the contradictory 
orders given, many cbances were thrown away, while the 
forces of the Bakufu attacked them vigorously and rendered 
their position less hopeful every day. 

Ichikawa and his party gradually acquired greater 
power, owing to the support given to them by the Bakufu. 
They hated the " Righteous Party", whose naembers they 
either placed in confinement or dismissed from office. The 
" lUghteous Party," unable to endure this persecution, de- 
termined to proceed to Yedo and complain to their prince. 
With this object three hundred men quitted their homes 
and reached Koganei in Shimosa, where entry into Yedo 
was refused to them by the Bakufu, which ordered their 
prince to pacify them. At this moment Takeda Iga* hap- 
pened to be in Yedo, and begged leave to undertake the 
service of pacifying the two parties, and the Prince, know- 
ing that Takeda had been regarded with much favour by 
the ex-Chiunagon, on account of his belonging to the 
*' Righteous Party," requested permission from the Bakufu 
to send him. The Bakufu therefore despatched Matsudaira 
CH-no-kami, the head of a cadet family of Mito, and at- 
tached Takeda Iga to him. Oi-no-kami, Takeda and his 
companions arrived in Mito at the head of the Koganei 
men on the lOfch September, and were about to enter the 
Castle, where Ichikawa and his friends refused to admit 
them, on the ground that they belonged to the other Party, 
and having posted their troops all about the neighbourhood, 

[* Alias KGonsai, one of the c'jief retaineTS of the Mito clan.] 
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waited to see bow Takeda would act. Takeda tried to 
repulse them in order to proceed on his way, whereupou 
the matchlock men of the *' Wicked Party " opened fire upon 
him in concert, throwing his men into confusion ; and fol- 
lowing up their advantage, forced him to retreat. He was 
compelled therefore to carry off Oi-no-kami and flee to Iso- 
no-hama, where after holding a council of war, he attacked 
the ** Wicked Party " at Iwafune-yama on the 12th. Kawa- 
kami, the commander of the " Wicked Party," was killed, 
together with ten of his men, and the remainder of the 
force retreated from Iwafune-yama to the port of Naka. 

Takeda and his friends crossed the river on the 16th 
and advanced against Naka, which they took and occupied 
after exchanging a few shots with the enemy. Ichikawa 
revenged liimself by denouncing Takeda and his friends as 
criminals, and complained to the Bakufu, after which he 
arrested and threw into '. prison the wives and children of 
Takeda's followers who were in the town. He then attacked 
Takeda himself, but the troops of the latter fought with 
great courage, and the losses were equal on either side. 

Fujita and his followers at Tsukuba-san became aware 
of what had taken place, and proposed to unite their efforts 
with those of Takeda Iga in order to chastise the *^ Wicked 
Party." There were a number of rdnins from various 
provinces among them, who declared as they had taken up 
arms simply in order to expel the barbarians, they saw no 
reason why they should concern themselves about the 
private feuds of the two parties, and they fled from 
Tsukuba-san in a body. This afforded an opportunity to 
the Bakufu to kill more than half of them, and Fujita, 
finding that so many of his men had deserted, joined 
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Tak^a at Naka iu the same month with the three, hundred 
men who still remained to him. 

When Fujita and his friends first commenced opera- 
tions, Takeda had regretted the rash and lasty manner in 
which it had been done, and had hoped to arrange mat- 
ters, . When, therefore, Ichikawa expelled the " Righteous 
Party " from the Castle, he proceeded to Mito under the 
nomin^.1 leadership of Matsudaira Oi-no-kami, with the 
object of attempting a solution of the difficulties which, 
had arisen, but Icliikawa resisted him by arms and 
preveuted his entering the Castle. He had consequently 
occupied the jx)rt of Naka and fought every day with 
Ichikawa, until the latter endeavoured to split up his force 
by luring away Oi-no-kami with fine words. Oi-no-kami 
was about to go and join him, when Takeda remonstrated, 
saying : " The enemy refuses to admit us, and invites your 
Lordship alone. His intentions cannot be trusted, and I 
secretly entertain fears for your Lordship's safety.'* Oi- 
no-kami refused to give way to the efforts made to detain 
him,, and proceeded to the town of Mito with a small 
number of men. Ichikawa reproached him, saying: 
" Your Lordship received orders to effect a pacification, 
and behold ! you are in league Avith rebels." He then 
m^,de the prince commit sufcide, by orders received from 
the Shogun, and continued to plot against Takeda. When 
Takeda heard of what liad occurred, he became indignant 
and said : *' The traitorous scoundrel has done as I feared." 
It was then that he accepted the adherence of Fujita, 
witli whom he henceforth acted in concert, thus justifying 
the^ accusations of Ichikawa and his friends. Upon this 
the Bakufu despatched the "Drilled Troops," under the 
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command of the Yioe-Miniater Tauiama Qemba-uo-kami, 
to chastise Takeda and his companions, and it also ordered 
the clans of the vicinity, as well as Ichikawa, Asaina and 
their friends, to render him active aid« 

In the 10th month (October 31— Nov^nber 23) the 
troops under Takeda arid Fajita issued repeatedly from 
their fastnesses and attacked the forces of the Bakufu. 
The soldiers of Torii Tamba-no-kami fought well, and 
seriously impeded the operations of Takeda, whom the 
Bakufu's army had now completely surrounded. To add 
to his difficulties, the provisions began to rim short, and 
some of his men had secret cc»nmunication with his en- 
emies. The Bakufu therefore made an attack in force, 
and Takeda, resolving to proceed to Kioto and make a 
complaint there, fell upon the besieging force with five 
hundred men, which wei'e all that remained to liim, broke 
his way through and reached Serata in Kodzuke. On the 
night of the 11th December he profited by the darkness 
to cross the Tone-gawa, and found his way on to the 
Kakasendo. The Bakufu despatched other troops in 
pursuit and issued orders to 'all the clans dwelling along 
the road to chastise him. As he entered the town of 
Takasaki in the province of Kodzuke, the local troops 
turned out to attack him, ttut were unsuccessful. He 
then reached the province of Sl^iuano, where he made 
a vigorous attack on the troops of Matsudaira Tamba- 
no-kami and Suwa Inaba-no-kanii, who held the Wada 
pass, and putting them to flight eventually got into Mino. 
Having crossed the Kiso-gawa at Ota, he bivouacked at 
Kano, and was preparing to march west and enter Kioto, 
when the troops of Hikone and Ogaki took up a strong 
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poeition to Ms front and barred the road. This foroed him 
to diangd bis ronte, and in the 12th month [1865] (Dec. 
29--* Jain. 26) he crossed over tlie Haiboshi pass into the 
neighbourhood of Ono in Echizen. The Kaga troops 
occupied a stockade at Kaidzn in the province of Omi, and 
Tak^a 1^ despatched a messenger thither to saj that he 
and his companions had been slandered by Ichikawa and 
others of the Tnki paiiy, their fellow clansmen, and that 
Imring incurred the displeasure of the Bakufu, they 
wished to find slielter with Hitotsubashi, a relation of 
their jwrince, and lay the whole matter before him. This 
message was also embodied in a letter, asking for permis- 
sion to pass through Kaidzu, but the Kaga troops refused. 
Hitotsubashi Chiunagon, who was at Kioto, bad heard 
of the approaefa of Taki^da and his followers, and having 
applied to the Imperial Court for leave to chastise them, 
mftrched at the head of some soldiers in the direction of 
"Kskidzu, accompanied by the troops of Odawara, Kuwana, 
Aidzu, Chikuzen and several other clans. Takeda Iga 
addressed a letter to him, appealing for pity and consid- 
eration, but the Chiunagon would not listen, and wished 
on the contrary to attack him in force, so as to crush him 
completely. No resource • remained but to seek shelter in 
Kaga, where it was refused to them. Takeda then ad- 
dressed a letter, saying : " We are informed that your 
clan refuses to admit men who have earned the name of 
rebels, and we bow to your decision. We have i-epeat- 
edly resisted the forces oi the Bakufu on account of 
certain private disputes in our single clan; we have 
broken the august laws of the Emj^re and cannot atone 
for our offences. We do not hope to preserve our lives. 
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and for that reason we submit to you in a body ; but al- 
though we do not expect to live, there is one thing 
which still compels us to spend our breath inr talking; 
it is the vile name of * rebels ' which has been- applied 
to us. This is what we cannot bear with equanimity. 
We humbly pray you tp take these our humble, senti- 
ments into consideration.'* In this way they asked that 
the stigma of rebellion might be removed. The Kaga 
clan forwarded the letter to the Bakufu, which placed 
Takeda and his followers in the custody of the local clans. 
Hitotsubashi then returned to Kioto. The Bakufu con- 
fiscated the lands of Matsudaira Oi-no-kami and im- 
prisoned his family in one of his yasJdki. In the follow- 
ing month Takeda and the rest were all decapitated. Foiu' 
years later the Takeda Party succeeded in taking the lives 
ol Ichikawa and his associates, which event at last put an 
end*^ to the dissension of the "Righteous and Wicked 
Parties." 

In the autumn of this year certain rdnins assassinated 
Sakuma Shozan in a street at Ki&to. Shozan had in the 
year 1854 been condemned to confinement by the au- 
thorities of his own clan for complicity in the crime for 
which Toshida Shoin was punished,* but having beeii sub- 
sequently pardoned, was at this moment residing in Hhe 
capital. He was constantly employed on business be- 
tween the Court and the, Bakufu, and was a strenuous 
advocate for the opening of the country to foi-eigners. 
He was constantly to be seen mounted on horseback 

(46) The author did not foresee that the feud would break out again 
in the end oC 1872 [in November, 1668, which is mentioned hereafter.] 
[* Vi'h page 16] 
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with a saddle, and bridle of foreign make, and the hatred 
which he thus excited in the breasts of those whose 
object was to expel the barbarians was the cause of the 
event just mentioned. Common report attributed his 
muixJer to some-Higo men.* ^ 

In the same month the ex-Dainagon of Owari, com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces sent to chastise Choshiu, 
took up his quarters at Hiroshima in the west of Geishiu. 
He demanded explanations from the House of Mori, and 
met wilh an <Tffer,of complete submission. Some time be- 
fore this, those samurai of the clan who had abstained 
from taking part in tlie attack on Kioto had taken council 
together, and had either condemned to domiciliary confine- 
ment or to imprisonment Masuda, Fukuhara, Kunishi and 
all those who had shared in the government of the clan 
at the time of the attack. They had also confined the' 
prince and his son in a temple, thereby offending the 
general body of their fellow-clansmen, who stigmatized' 
the authors of these measures as the "Vulgar View Party '* 
(Zokuron-tSJ, The " Vulgar View Party '* retorted by ar- 
resting their traducers and effectually put a stop to the 
expression of such opinions. 

Such being the condition of affairs when the invading • 
army appeared on the frontier, the " Vulgar View Party " 
destroyed the fences and gates of the batteries placed at 
the most important 'strategical points, and barred the 
doors of every house in the town. They then invited in 
the officials of the Bakufu, decapitated the three Karo 

(.'" Kawakami Gensai of Higo aud some others, instigated by the 
Chdshu men, Yamada Ichinojd (Akijosi), Shinagawa Yaziro etc., murder- 
ed Saknma Shozan (Shuri). Cf. " Japin 1853—1864," pp. 159—160.] 
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and thirteen other prisoners, and delivered up tlieir heads 
as an atonement for the offences they had been guilty of. 
These proceediugs struck fear into the iuhabitants of the 
town. 

Owai'i, tlie Commander-in-chief, having received the 
report of tlie Bakuf u's officials, proceeded to pronounce sen- 
tence on the Kuges remaining out of the seven who 
had originally taken relixg^e in Chdshiu. Of the other 
two, one had died there, while another had removed to a 
neighbouring province. Tbe five were placed in the cus- 
tody of Satsuma, Chikiwen and Higo, and they were 
forced to give guarantees of sincere contrition for the 
satisfaction of the Bakufu. In the 1st month of the 1st year 
of Kei-6 (Jan. 27— Feb. 25) the army was witli- 
drawn to Ozaka, and rumours became current 



18C5 



that the expedition against Ch6shiu being over, the Shogun 
would proceed in person to that city in order to determiue 
the culprit's punishment. 

During the same month Takasugi Shiiisaku took up 
arms in the territory of the clan, which again became the 
theatre of commotion. When the '' Vulgar View Party '* 
originally placed the three Kara iu confinement they had 
also tried to arrest Shinsaku, wlio escaped by a miracle 
and fled to Chikuzen. On hearing that the three Kara 
and other membei-s of his party had been put to death, his 
indignation was extreme. Having returned to Shimono- 
seki with the intention of ousting the " Vulgar View Party, 
and restoring the previous state of things, he despatched 
messengers to all parts to summon troops to his aid. So 
far back as 1863, when the House of Mori began to plan 
the " expulsion of the barbarians," Shiusaku had arrived 



Digitized by 



Google 



VOL r. 18^6. 71 

at the ooncluaiou tliat the liixurtons samurai class was of 
no practical yaioiB in the field, and be obtained permission 
from tlie antJiorities of the clan to organize troops on a 
new system. This consisted in breaking through the 
prejndioe which existed in {ayoor of birth, in selecting 
strong abTe-bodied men from the common people as well 
as from the samurai class, and in fixing the pay of the 
battalions which lie thus formed at a high rate. The 
strictest discipline was enforced, and even the most ruffianly 
vagabonds willii^ly obeyed him. His troops were bofd 
and valiant in fight, and went by the name of Kiheiiaiy 
or the •* Irregular Troops." In the execution of these 
measures he was aicted chiefly by Iriy^ Kuichi and Eiizaka 
Gisuke, and the old abuses were rapidly reformed. The 
whole clan caught the infection, And large numbers enroll- 
ing themselves, raised Shinsakn, Kuzaka and Iriye to 
the command. Kuzaka and Iriye, however, had fallen at 
Eidto, and when Shinsakn fled to Chikuzen the men dis- 
persed into hiding. No sooner did they hear of his pro- 
clamation than five hundred men came flocking to join 
him. Having taken counsel with Ota Ichinoshin, Yama- 
gata Kidsuke^ and otliers, Shinsaku attacked the govern- 
ment ofBces at Sliimonoseki, seized all the ammunition 
he could find, and ordered the rich merchants of the town 
to supply him with money. Having collected a large 
quantity of provisions and arms, he next prepared to 
attack the castle of Hagi at the head of his troops. 

The ** Vulgar View Party '* were terribly alarmed, and 
reported the outbreak of the insurrection to the Bakufu/ 

[* This Cto^ilii Dnan is no other tbon Marshul Marqnis YaiDognta 
Aritomo. 
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and carrying the prince and his son into the castle, sent 
orders throughout the two provinces for the speedy chastise- 
ment of the rebels. The common people were also forbid- 
den to sell food or clothing to the " Irregular Troops," 
and finally a Karo named Awaya took command of the 
forces and marched to attack them. The ** Irregular 
Troops " anticipated him, and inflicted a severe defeat 
upon the ** Vulgar View Party," who thereupon brought more 
men into the field, and continued the fight for three whole 
days, but being finally worsted, were compelled to retreat 
and defend the castle of Hagi. Here they were immediately 
surrounded by the victorious *' Irregulars," who were on 
the point of taking the place by storm, when peace was 
arranged through the medium of a third party. Takasugi 
and his friends decapitated the chiefs of the "Vulgar 
View Party " and pilloried their heads in the camp. From 
this moment dissension ceased, and the whole clan worked 
for one common object. Takasugi and his friends carried 
off the prince and his son to Yamaguchi in Suwo, where 
extensive fortifications had been constructed in the year 
when the " expulsion of the barbarians " was first resolved 
upon. The two princes had been originally removed to 
this stronghold, but after the attack on Kioto the ** Vulgar 
View Party " had placed them in a temple at Hagi, and 
they were now carried back again. 

Having thus far been successful, Takasugi and his 
friends took counsel. It was evident that the objects 
aimed at by the Bakufu in attempting to punish the clan 
would not be satisfied by the execution of the three Karo, 
and besides it was certain to make a fresh attack as soon 
as it became acquainted with the recent proceedings. The 
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only course left was to make a determined resistance, and 
if necessary, by laying down their lives, to soothe the 
sonis of those who had preceded them in death. These 
ideas being communicated to their followers were received 
with universal enthusiasm. 

In the fight at E]6to it was the valour of the Satsuma 
clan which led to the defeat of the Ch6shiu men, a large 
number of whom had fallen into its hands. But the 
Satsuma men now began to regret the course which they 
had taken on that occasion. In face of passing events, 
idly to fight amongst themselves, and to wrangle over 
petty matters was a bad policy for the Japanese. It 
seemed much better that the Government of the country 
should be conducted from one centre, and that the nation 
should be united for the defence of the Empire. They 
therefore treated the piisoners with great kindness, and 
loading them with presents, sent them back to Oh6shiu. 
When the occurrences just related took place, Saigo 
Kichinosuke sent a secret messenger to Choshiu to nego- 
tiate a common understanding between the two clans. The 
Choshiu men deliberated together ; they felt that of course 
victory could not be hoped for in a contest in which all 
the available forces of the Empire were ranged against an 
isolated fortress, but that all they could expect was, when 
their strength was finally exhausted, to perish with their 
household gods. If in a critical moment like this, when 
their existence hung but by a hair, they were to enter 
into relations with another dan, posterity would condemn 
them as cowards. Some, who acknowledged the justice 
of these arguments, were yet of opinion that to reject 
such a magnanimous offer as that of the Satsuma clan 
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might seem ungracious. Besides it was not impossible 
that with such aid they might be enable to preserve 
their own clau from destruction. It happened that a 
Toaa man, named Sakamoto Bioma, who was in Ghoshiu 
at this moment, supported these views, and his advice 
beii^ followed, the enmity of the two claus was lienceforth 
at an end. 

Saigo liad spent the time between 1854 and 1859 in 
KiSto and Osaka. Being much dissatisfied with the course 
things were taking, and possessing definite views of his 
own, he gradually formed a party, but when li Kamon- 
no-kami came in^o power he returned to his native 
province. During his residence in Kioto he had become 
intimate with a bonze of the monastery called Jojiu-Tn, 
named Gassho, a man of patriotic views. In the year 
1868, when all the men of spirit in various parts of the 
country were arrested, Gassho was also captured^ but 
succeeded in making his escape and fled to Satsuma, 
where he found concealment in Saigo's house.* Having 
explained to the latter the state of things at Ki6to, he 
said : ** Seeing that matters have come to this pass, and 
that we sliall all be killed, rather than die by the liand 
of some traitor, it is better to jump into the sea and 
make an end of ourselves." Saig6 agreeing, they went 
secretly by night and threw themselves into the sea. 
Fortunately it was a moonlight night and a boat was 
just passing the spot. The boatmen, seeing what had 
occurred, saved them, and finding both to be perfectly 
insensible, applied all the remedies in their power. 
Saigo was recalled to life with great difficulty, but Gas- 
[* Not in Saigo's house, but in an inn.] 
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sho wa» a coi*|)ge.'^ When tbe Satsuma authorities heard 
of this they exiled Saigo to Oshitna, fearing the comments 
of tlie Bakulu. Before this Saigo had already been tvice 
banished to Oshima for some reason or another, and he 
now changed his name to Oshima .Sanyemon, in allusion 
to his having visited that island three times. As a 
special favour he was afterwards allowed by the authorities 
of the clau to return Ijiome, and at the time when he 
sent tlie envoy to Choshin Jje appears to hare had a 
great share in the direction of affairs in Satsuma. 

The Court and the Bakufu were as yet ignorant that 
Satsuma and Ghoshiu iiad entered into relations, and the 
former, hearing of the outbreak in Choshiu, sent repeated 
orders to the Shogun to proceed to Kioto. In the 4th 
month (April 25 — May 24) the Shogun again proclaimed 
his inteution of chastising Choshiu throughout the empire, 
and the points where the two provinces of Nagato and 
Suwo Were to be attacked were definitely mapped out. 
The Shogun was himself to take the field at the head of all 
bis vassals, and the troops were frequently exercised be- 
fore him on the parade ground wliicli had been formed 
at Komabagahara (near Yedo). 

(47) This account is not qnite correct. Saigo and tho bonze were 
be-ng conyeyed acroft; the bay from Kagoshima to Saknrajima in a boat 
nsder gnard, and protittiDg by the inattention o£ their condaetors 
jumped overboard. They were picked uj) by the -boatmen, but the 
bonze was saved last.f 

[t The aotionnt in the text is rather correct. Saigo and Gassho were 
not conveyed to Sakara-jima under guard, bat they went into the sea 
in a boat, acoompaoied by Hirano Ziro and Saigo'^ servant Jusuke, on 
the 15th of the 11th month (Dec, 19, 1858), with intention of throwing 
themselves there. The translator is undoubtedly misinformed.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 HISTOBY OF JAPAN. 



The ex^Daiuagon of Owari haid written a letter in the 
5t]i month (May 25 — June 22), to the Shogun, as soon as 
he had heard of the affair, saying :— " Last year I report- 
ed that Choshiu had made atonement by inflicting capi- 
tal punishment on his cheif retainers, and yet your High- 
ness is preparing to take the field in person against him. 
I confess I see no adequate reason for this course, for if 
he was justly accused of any crime, the whole Empire 
would declare that he ought to be chastised, and would 
march against him. It is n(3t right wantonly to take up 
arms without manifest cause. Besides the very existence 
of the Tokugawa family depends on the result, and I 
pray your Highness therefore to give tliis matter your 
profoundest consideration before proceeding to act." The 
Shogun .was deaf to these remonstrances. Katsu Awa-no- 
kami also maintained that there was no just cause for 
going to war, to the great displeasure of the Shoguii's 
ministers, who suspected him of being in Choshiu's in- 
terest, and dismissed him from office. 

In the intercalary 5th month (Jime 23 — July 22) the 
Shogun eventually started from Tedo by the Tokaido, 
and had an audience of the Mikado on the day following 
his arrival at Kioto. He then proceeded at once to 
Ozaka. The troops of the dependent daimios and the ha- 
tamotos advanced by the Tokaido about the same time, 
but their marcli was greatly impeded by the swollen con- 
dition of the rivers consequent upon the heavy rains 
which had fallen. The post-towns were crowded with 
troops, and the last who left Tedo did not arrive in 
Ozaka until fifty-three days after the Shogun. 
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lu the 6th month (November 18 — December 17)^^ the 
foreign representatives resident at Yokohama prepared to 
proceed to Ozaka with the object of presenting a request 
to the Shogun. The Ministers, who were, alarmed at the 
prospect of their presenting themsialvQS in the vicinity of 
the Imperial capital, endeavoured to dissuade them^ but 
the representatives declined to listen, and finally arrived 
at Hiogo, whence they forwarded their letter. Hitotsu- 
bashi Cliiunagon, Aidzu Chiujo, Ogasawara Jijiu and 
others thereupon addressed .a joint memorial to the Court, 
saying : *' The foreigners have come up to the Home 
Provinces to request that your Majesty will signify your 
consent to the Treaties and to demand the opening of 
Hi6go. They say that tiiey have come to arrange these 
matters directly with Tour Majesty, as the Bakutu is 
unable to settle them. Your servants will dp all in their 
power to create delays, but unless the Imperial consent 
to the Treaties is given, the foreigners will not quit the 
Inland Sea. If we were lightly to use force against 
them, we might be victorious for the moment, but a 



(48) The dates ^ven are all incorrect. The English, French and 
Datch squadrons left Tokoharaa on Nov. 1, carrying the English, 
French and Datch Ministers and the Aofierioan Charge d'Affaire?, and 
ariived at Hiogo on the 4th, Negotiations were commenced on tlie 
following day, and were terminated on the 24th . by n Jetter from the 
ministers of the Sbognn, in which they enclosed a copy of the decree 
announcing the Mikado'd general consent to the Treaties. With charac- 
tezistic duplicity they omitted from this copy the postcript in' which the 
opening cf Eidgd was forbidden and a reYlsion of the Treaties commande<l. 
As there fs no article in the Japanese language the omission of t.hese two 
conditions na^e it appear that the Mikado had given his consent to 
the Treaties as they then stood, which was not his intenlioh. 
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tiny piece of territory like this could not long withstand 
the combined armies of the univei-se. We ai'e not so 
znnch coueerned lot the preservation of the Baknfa as 
for the seiciarity of the throne. If tbe resnlt be wliat 
we must sattkipatef, your people will be plunged into 
the depths of misery. Your Majesty's sacred wish oi 
protecting and succouring your subjects will be rendered 
unavailing and the Bakufu will be unable to fulfil its 
mission, which is to govern the country happily. Your 
servants cannot find heart to obey Tour Majesty's order 
io break of foreign relations, and humbly pray that 
Your Majesty, deigning to take these things into con- 
sideration, will at once ^ve your consent." The Court 
debated over the matter, and- after having carefully 
weighed the political state, sent the two Tenso Asukai 
and Nonomiya to communicate His Ma^3ty*s consent to 
the Bakufu on the 30th November, ordering it at the 
same time to revise the hitherto existing Treaties. At 
the same time the opening of the port of Hiogo was pro- 
hibited. It is said that this last order was given bec&Bse 
the Satsuma clan had shortly before addressed a memorial 
to the Court remonstrating against the opening of Hiogo. 
From the time when the Bakufu first concluded Treaties 
in 1855 the whole country had been constantly discussing 
the matter with great eagerness, but the Imperial consent 
was now obtained for the first time. 

The Shogun, who felt severely the weight of domestic 
and foreign affairs, about this time sent in a memorial to 
the Mikado praying for leave to resign his office to Hito- 
tsubashi Chiunagon, on the ground of ill-health. The 
Imperial Court expressed great sympathy for him, but 
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refused his request, and urged faim to settle the Choshiu 
affiiir without delay. 

In the 12th month (Jan. 17—Feb. 14) the Bakufu 
sent orders for a Ohoshiu KaT6 to corae up to 
Ozaka, and Sfaishido Bingo-no--suke came in obedience to 
tLe summons as far as Hiroshima in Geishu, where the 
Bakufu reproached liim with the equivocal appearance 
which the late conduct of the House of Mori presented. 
Bingo-no-suke gave full explanations, winch nevertheless 
did not remove the suspicions of the Bakufu officials, who 
arrested him and placed him in the custody of the prince 
of Geishiu. The Bakufu about this time despatched the 
" Drilled Troops " and the troops of the various clans to 
the western frontier of Geishu, with the object of taking 
measures against Choshiu, and they remained there in their 
quarters without moving until the beginning of spring. 

In the 4th month (May 16 — June 12) a report coming 
to the Choshu troops quartered in the south of Suwo that 
tlie eastern forces were lying inactive in Geishu, a hundred 
and fifty men, disregarding orders, secretly left Choshiu, 
and seized Kurashiki in Bitchiu, but the Bakufu's men in 
Geisliiu, hastening to the spot, attacked the band at 
Ab^ka^^a in the vicinity and put it to flight 

Orders had previously been issued by the Bakufu to 
all the clans, directing them to bring tlieir troops into the 
field, but the Satsuma clan now sent in a memorial, pro- 
testing against the injustice of the war, and declining to 
furnish its quota. 

The Samurai of the Choshiu clan had sent a letter to 
Geishiu, saying: "Since the prince and his son gave 
undoubted proofs of contrition in the winter of the year 
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before last all the clans have beeu expecting to Hee the 
Bakufu behave with leniency towards them, bat troops 
are daily arriving in your territory. This causes great 
anxiety and excitement throughout our clan, and a hun- 
dred and fifty men who were encamped in the southern 
part- of the territory secretly deserted on the 16th of 
May, with arms in their hands, and we do not know^ 
what has^ become of them, except that they went away 
by sea. It is not impossible that, believing false rumours, 
they may commit violent acts in a fit of despcratioD, for 
which the clan would be held responsible. We beg you, 
therefore, to arrest them, should they enter the limits of 
your jurisdiction. Please at the sanre time to communicate 
the contents of this letter to the Bakufu.'* Hereupon tiie 
Bakufu at last issued its commands to the House of Mori, 
saying: *' Although you have shown evidence of a sub- 
missive temper by inflicting capital punishment on your 
Karos and their advisers, and by confining yourselves 
within the walls of a monastery, you must be held re- 
sponsible for having lost the art of ruling your retain- 
ers. Permission has therefore been obtained from the 
Imperial Court to inflict three additional penalties on 
you, namely, the forfeiture of one hundred thousand Icokii 
of land, the perpetual confinement of the chief of the 
clan and his son, leaving the succession to your eldest 
grandson, and the extinction of the families of the three 
Kardsy A day was fixed for the answer to be sent in. 
The indignation of the clan knew no bounds. It was 
resolved to await the attack of the Bakufu and to try the 
issue of a resort to arms, and they purposely delayed an- 
swering in order to gain more time for their preparations. 
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The Baknfu Lad established its headquarters at liiro* 
shima in Geishin, noder the prince of Kisliio, Cominander'- 
ia-Chief, aiid Ogasawam Iki-no-kami, latent. Qeneral of 
the forces, who issued tlieir orders to the other diyisioos 
from this {dace. After waiting thirty days, and finding 
that no answer came, they decided that the judgment had 
been treated with contempt, and applied to the Imperial 
Gourt for leave to attack. The Imperial Oourt in reply 
bade them do their duty with all speed. 

In the 6ih month (July 12~Aug. 9) therefore, the 
Bakufu at last sent troops to attack Nagato and Suwo on 
all sides. The '' Drilled Troops," in conjunction with the 
troops of Kishiu, Hikone, Takata and naval division, 
advanced on the Geishiu side. The troops of Tottori, 
Afatsue, Hamada, Fukuyama and some ci Eishiu advanced 
by way of Iwami (or S^kishiu). Those of Bigo, Tana- 
gawa and Eokura, with another naval division were to 
act from Buzen (on the opposite side of the Shimonoseki 
Strait), while a detachment of the ** Drilled Troops " and 
the Matsuyama troops attacked the island of Oshima. 

On the 18th July Ogasawara Iki-no-kami proceeded 
to Kokura to direct the operations of the Buzen column. 

On the 19th £&no» Toda and some others arrived at 

A 

Oshima with a force composed of fifteen hundred infantry 
and the Matsuyama troops, all embarked in large vessels, 
and bombarded the shore, setting fire to the villa^s. The 
Ch6shiu forces not replying, the Eastern troops landed, at- 
tacked the Choshin barradcs on the morning of the 28n}, 
and took them by assault. Takasugi Shinsaku and Yama- 
gat» Ei6sukc, commanding in Choshiu, cm hearing of the 
attack, degipatohed fighting vessels against the Eastern 
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troops, and the losses were about equal ion either side. 

On the 26tL the Choshin forces invited an encounter 
by sending cut a small body of men, who being attacked 
by the Eastern troops, took to flight, and led them, flushed 
with victory, into the midst of an ambuscade. They 
were speedily routed, and throwing away their arms, 
took refuge on board the ships. Sakuma Ikkaku, a Mat-su* 
yama leader, was killed on this occasion. At midnight 
the Easterners collected their defeated men, and returned 
to Geisliiu. The Choshiu men lauglied scornfully at the 
cowardice of the. Eastern troops, and said they were not 
worth contending with. 

The Oeishiu column advanced by sea and land, and 
the vanguard, composed of Hikon^ and Takata troops pre- 
pared to cross the frontier. It had been resolved op the 
Gh6shiu side to anticipate the attack, and, accordingly, 
Ota Ichinoshin and Ichikawa Kogoro, at the head of eight 
hundred men, quietly crossed the wppej waters of. the 
Osegawa, and attacked tlie Eastern army in the rear; 
while at the same time they despatched another detach-» 
ment to engage its vanguard. The battle thus began in 
front and rear at the same moment,^ and the Eastern army 
after suffering a severe defeat, fled, the men throwing 
away their muskets and abandoning their artillery. The 
Chfishiu nien followed up their victory by entering the 
Geishu territory, where they occupied Otak^, Ogata and 
Kuwa having Shijiuliassaka between themselves and the 
enemy, who retreated and encami)ed at Oho. 

The Eastern forces in Iwami liad fixed on a day for 
making an attack by several roads, when the Chdshii^ 
commanders Inouye Bunta and Omnra Masujir6 made aa 
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irruptioD into the Hamada territory at the head of twelve 
hkmdred meD. The Matsue aud Hamada troops had 
taken up a position on Mounts Hibari and Taema, where 
thej resisted the attack, but the Choshiu troops made a 
oirctiit to their i-ear and encamped at the foot of the hills. 
The Matsu^ men then ascended to the summit, and poured 
down such a fire tliat the Choshiu leaders were put to 
flight, but again putting their mofi in motion, they climbed 
mount Taema, and attacked the Hamada camp with 
skirmishers. The Hamada tioops being unable to with- 
stand the assault, abandoned the place and fled. Having 
thus obtained possession of Mount Taema, they took the 
Matsue troops on Moiuit Hiba.ri in flank > who after a 
vigorous, but ineffectual resistance were compelled to 
retreat to the town of Hamada. 

At this moment another division, composed of Hamada 
and Fukuyama troops, about sixteen hundred in number, 
wds lying at Masuda. On the 28th July a thousand Cho- 
shiu men, taking advantage of the morniDg mist, surprised 
it in front and rear, and routed it most effectually^. 
Yamamoto Hanya, a Hamada leader, fell on this occasiou. 
The Choshiu forces retook Masnda, seized all the provi- 
sions in the place, crossed the river Sufugawa and 
attacked the town of Hamada. The troops of Kishiu, 
Matsue, Fukuyama, Hamada, and other clans, who were 
stationed in the vicinity, offered a vigorous resistance, 
but were thrown into disorder after several skirmishes, 
losing an oflScer of rank named Saegusa Qiobu. 

The Choshiu troops attacked Hamada on the following 
day, and the garrison, knowing their own inability to re- 
sist, set fire to the jdace and retreated. The Prince and 



Digitized by 



Google 



64: HISTORY OF JAPAK. 



his family fled to Idzamo by sea» aud the whole of the 
Easteni forces having ixsiired into Geishiu, the Chfishin 
lueu advanced and seized the government bnilding of the 
coUectorate of Omori. With this operation the subjuga- 
tion of the province of Iwami by the arms of Oh6ahiu 
was completed. 

The commander of the Kokura division also prepared 
about this time to attac]^ Shimonoseisi, whereupon Taka- 
sugi, Yamagata and other Ghoshiu leaders gave orders 
for three large vessels to attack Tanoura (on the south 
side of the strait), and a party having been landed, an 
engagement took place with thirteen hundred* picked Ko- 
kura troops commanded by Shimamura Shima. The 
Ohoshiu men maintained the struggle from eight o'clock 
in the morning until four in the afternoon, but getting 
the worst of it, burnt the village and retired, carrying off 
the arms they had foimd there. 

Shortly before this a French man-of-war had called 
at Shimonoseki on its way from Yokohama to Nagasaki 
to inform the Choshiu people tliat their nation had enter- 
ed into an alliance with the Japanese Government, and 
that if Choshiu refused to obey the orders of the latter, 
they, the French, would be compelled to assist their ally. 
They therefore recommended Choshiu to submit. lhe.y 
also gave notice that they would return from Nagasaki 
in ten days for an answer. Having delivered a letter to 
this effect the vessel proceeded on its voyage. 

The Choshiu men deliberated, saying: "Why should 
we accept dictation from foreign countries^ in oar mter- 

[* Hirobnmi Ito, a Ghosbu man, dared not say "Why should we 
'acce}>t dictation froia fomgn oounfrieB?" vhon he 'was premier in 1895, 
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nal affikirs? We had better proceed to take actire mea- 
sares before the Freuchraen .arrive." They therefore 
ravaged the domain o! Kokura with fire, and when the 
Flinch came a second time, and xoproached them, they 
replied : ** The Bakafu has ravaged the island of Oshima 
whioh belongs to ns, and has burnt the villages^ killing 
all the innocent inhafoitantsl. Besides, the Koktita clan 
has for a long time not acted as neighboaxtt shonld. 
Further, the Eastern army is st^ationed in their territory , 
and is ready to attack us at any moment. What obliga- 
tion compels us to sit down quietly and await its onset ? 
It happened that an English vessel turned up at this 
moment, and the commander having effected a reconcilia- 
tion by his good offices, the Frenchmen at last departed. 
It was said that they had been to Nagasaki ou a secret 
errand for the Bakufu. 

On the 30th of July, the '' Drilled Troops " and the 
troops of Ogaki and Kishiu being encamped at Otio, the 
Cb63htu troops advanced over Shijiuhassaka in a direct 
Ime, at six o'clock in the morning and from Matsugahara 
^gainst the enemy's flank, and profiting by the mist sur- 
prised Ono. The Eastern forces defended themselves vigor- 
onftly, and the bullets fell as tliick a^ hail. About ten 
o'clock the Choshiu troops were defeated and forced to 
retreat, with very heavy losses, to Kuwa, where they 
halted 

Before dawn on the 5tli of August the Ch6shitt foroefl 
again crossed Shijiuhassaka and attacked the Eastern 
camp. The Easterners bombarded their rear with their 

and had to return to China Liaotimg v/hich the Japanese army 
had captured.] 
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men-of-war, and scattered them. At this, moment anotIi©r 
detachment was advancing from Takinokuchi by a bye- 
path, and encountered an united Yolley fir^ by the 
Easterners from the top of a hill, but attacking the hill 
with skirmishers,' who: figed as they cliihbed, they suoeeed- 
^d in dislodging them. Then bringing their field arti^ 
lery into play, they directed their fire upon this eneriiy 
in the valley below^ tJirowing liim into great confusion; 
Profiting by this success they mader a direct attack on 
the oamp, where a &exe^ combat ensued. At ncfon, 
neither side having gained the advantage, they discon- 
tinued firing, the Easterners retreating to Quo. In this 
battle both sides fought with desperation, and lost so 
many men in killed and wounded that the fileds wei-e 
covered with corpses. 

Shortly before this, Matsudaira H6ki-uo-kami, who 
had replaced Ogasawara Iki-no-kami * at Hiroshima, set 
Shishido Bingo-po-suke at liberty and sent him back to 
Choshiu. This act was regarded by the Prince of Kishiti, 
who was commander-in-chief, as highly calculated to ob- 
struct the success of the operations, and in his anger he 
reported it to Ozaka. The Bakufu consequently summoti- 
ed H6ki-no-kami to Ozaka, and reprimanded him for his 
bad conduct. Hoki-no-kami endeavoured to exculpkte 
himself, saying : " When your servant was at Hiroshima^ 
he heard that the Satsuma clan had secret relations with 
the enemy, and that a large number of Choshiu ' men 
hidden in the thi-ee capital cities, w^re continually spying 
out the state of our affaira. We are uoable thferefore to 
conceal the facts from them. Besides the English w^re 

[* Formerly Zasho-no-kami (Nagaynki). See p. 42.] 
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secretly* seUing sUipa and. . gonpbwder to the enemy, who 
were fining strength every day. With the object of 
undermining their strength, your servant therefore took 
the resolution of confiding his private opinion to Bingo- 
no^uke, whom he sent back." Having sent in. a. letter 
to this effect, he awaited his punishment. 

On the 6th of September the Eastern forces again 
anived at Ono, and daily councils were held as to the 
xneans of making a general attack on Choshiu by se.i)i 
and land. 

^ The Choshiu forces liad at this moment seized Dairi 
and Tanoura in Bazeh, where they oonstractiBd batteries, 
and then engaged the Higo ^and Kokura troops with 
three hundred men, which was the whole number at their 
disposal. The Kokura tixx>ps having been freiquently de- 
feated, thirteen hundred Higo men engaged the enemy 
at Akasaka and routed him, with a loss of one hundred 
men. When the news was brought to Choshiu, fresh 
troops were despatched from Shimonoseki, and with this 
reinforcement a series of engagements was fought, until 
at sunset both combatants retired from the field, the Cho- 
shiu forces encamping at Dairi. 

Ogasawafa Iki-no-kami having been unsuccessful oii 
several occasions, Higo and Yanagawa withdrew their 
troops, and Iki-»no-kami, hastily' lembarking in a men-of- 
war, fled to li^agasaki. The Choshiu forces profited by 
the lucky turn affairs had taken to attack Kokura with 
vigcur, and its defendants being now entirely unsupport- 
ed, burnt the castle on the 9th of September, and retreated 
to Kaharu* 

The Eastern army at Ono ctossed the pass of Sbijiu- 
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haseaka qi\ the 10th September, and the land And aea 
forces advancing in conoeirt attacked the enemy in Kuwa 
and Obata. The latter oaune forth to give battle, aud the 
noise of artillery resounded oti all dides, caosit^ the hills 
to roll down into the valleys. It happened that rain had 
been falling for several days^ dnd the roads were every^^ 
where so maddy that both ooaabatants were mndb im- 
X)eded in their movements. After an eoga^ment which 
lasted from ten o'clock a.m. to four o'clock p.m. th© 
left wing of the Eastern army was broken, and the 
GhSshiii men made an attack with all their available 
force, to which the enemy succumbing, burnt the village 
of Kuwa and retreated. At the same moment the troops 
of Takata, Hikone and Eisfaiu were engs^ug the Ghoshiu 
forces at Matsugahara,and Konai, but being defeated with 
great loss, they had to retreat to Ono. 

On the 16th of September the Choshiu forces^ divided 
into three oolamns, surprised Ono under cover of a storm of 
wind and rain, and invited a battle with their miksketeers^ 
but the Eastern army, which had not recovered from 
the panic caused by its defeat of the previous day, did 
not accept the challenge, and finally retreated to Hiroshima. 
The Choshiu troops at once pursued it, and after taking 
Ono advanced upon Hiixehima. 

In this campaign the Eastern troops woi^ armour and 
surcoats, and their weapons were swords and spears, while 
the Chdsfaiu men, clad in light, short-sleeved garments, 
and dispensing with their swords, were chiefly armed with 
muskets. Their drill, too> was excellent. In fact the 
Choshiu clan had gained a great deal of experience in the 
year 1863, which they had turned to account in remodel- 
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ling their military system. This enabled them on each 
occasion to beat the Eastern army, which at no period was 
able to gain a footing on the Ohdehiu territory. 

Some time before this the Sh6gttn fell ill, and a mes« 
Sanger was sent to Ozaka by the Mikado to inquire after 
his health. 

The Imperial Oonrt then ordered Hitotsubaslii Chiu- 
nagon to take the direction of the forces in the Shdgnn's 
stead, and he was on the point of setting off forGe ishiu 
when tlU3 news of the last defeat arrived at Kioto and 
O^saka. The clang who had joined the expedition at once 
withdrew their troops, and the whole country was in a 
state of alarm, not knowing what would come next. The 
Sh6gun was agitated by constant anxiety, and on the 19th 
Sept^lnber he died at Ozaka. Hereupon Hitotsubaslii 
Ohiunagon began to regret his previous willingness to 
obey thfe Mikado's will, and consequently sent in a memo- 
rial in which he took blame to himself for having com- 
mitted this error, and declined to proceed to Geishiu. 
He also requested leave to assemble all tlie Princes 
who had supported him at K16lo, in order to deliberate 
on the state of affairs. The Imperial Court having given 
its sanation to his proposal, the Ghiunagon himself drew 
up a circular, summoning the ex-Dainagon of Owari, 
Matsudaira 8himotsuke-no-kami (eldest son of the Prince 
of CWkuzen), Matstidaira Eanflo (ex*Prince of Hizen), 
Matsudaira Yfldft (ex-Prince of Tosa), Date T6t6ml-no- 
kami fex-Prinoe of Uwajima in lyo)*, Bbimad^u Osumi^ 

[• The then Prince of tJ^flzima xt-Jis named Totomi-no-k&mi, and the 
ex-FHnee was Mttfl«ki ot Bhtinein. Hefd eerUunly the latter ifl intended.] 
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no-kami (father of, the Prince of Satsuma) and Nagaoka 
Rioaoske (younger brother of the Prince of Higo). 

On the 3rd Octobei? the Imperial Court gave orders 
for the operations against Choshiu to be discontinued, 
pretexting the death of the Shogun, which orders were 
notified to all the clans by the Bakufu. 

In the courae of the month the Imperial Courts; con- 
ferred the succiBssion to the headship of the Tokugawa 
family upon Hitotsilbashi Chiunagon. 

At this very time the Choshiu forces were enbamped 
before Hiroshima in Geishiu, and their garrison at Kokc^a 
continually harassed the troops of that clan, the cause' of 
thieir hostility being the quarrel which had lasted sinc^ 
first the Choshui men began to ^'oxpel the barbarians/' 
The Kokura clan laid its griefs before the two clans of 
Satsuma and Higo, who tiiereupon sent an envoy to Ch6- 
shiu to effect a roconciliati<^n. The latter demanded aa 
oath in writing from the Kokura clan that they would lay 
down their arms, which was signed by the prince and all 
his family. The Choshiu clan notified this to the garrison 
in Buzeu, and peace was restored. 

In the course of the same month the Bakufu, recogniz- 
ing, the high estlmatioh in which Katsu Awa-no-kami was 
held by all the clans, sent him to Geishiu, to offer terms to 
Choshiu and to withdraw the troops. He was received 
in conference by Hirozawa Hiosuke and Inouye Bunta, and 
communicated to them the will of the Mikado and the 
orders of the Shogun. The Ch6shiu forces were ordered 
to return home, but the men were angry and refused to 
obey. The two conjmanders, unwilling to disregard, the 
Shogun's order and grateful for the courtesy of Awa-nq-. 
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kami, succeeded iu pacifying tbem, and tliey i*etarned in 
great triumph to their native province after five days 
had elapsed. 

The war was now over at hirSt. During its continuance 
th^ Bakufu had expended va^t ^ums of money until its 
treasuries were almost exhausted/ a^d yet it was unable 
to have its way with Choshiu. Erom this time Onwards 
the great ckns neglected to obey the commands of the 
Bakufu, and its- power eventually .decayed: 
1867 I O^ *^6 6tli of Januar}' 1867, the Imperial Court 
■ offered, the appointment of Shogun to Hitotsuba* 

shi Chiunagon. He repeatedly declined it, but the Court, 
while addressing him most graciously, insisted on his 
acceptance of it, and he found himself compelled at last 
to give way. The Mikado's envoy then proceeded to the 
castle of Nij6 (at Kioto, not far from the Palace) and 
invested him with the office. 

On the 3rd of February the Emperor Komei Tenno 
died, and was succeeded by the heir apparent, who is the 
reigning sovereign. 

In the early part of the year the Bakufu obtained 
some Frenchmen to instruct the infcintry, cavalry and 
artillery. 

In the course of tlie summer riots occurred among 
the peasantiy of Eoshiu and Sfainshia, but the Bakufu 
despatched the '' Drilled Troops " against them and order 
was speedily restored. 

Ill the autumn Enomoto Kamajurd and his companions 
paino back to Japan from. Hrfland on board the Kmyo* 
maru. 

About the same time the Bakufu despatched 
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Envoys* to Russia to treat about tho boundary in Sagalien. 
In 1862 Tak^noiichi Shimotsuke*uo-kattii and Matsudaira 
Iwami-no-kami had been previously sent thither to discuss 
the same question. They proposed on that occasion to fix 
on the fiftieth parallel of latitude as the boundary, because 
it marked the division betw^n tlie tribes called Aino and 
Smelenkur. Our officers were to proceed thither to 
govern the natives, and a map was prepared in which the 
respective territories wete coloured red and green, the 
fiftieth parallel of latitude lying between the two. The 
Russians replied : " On what grounds do you call this 
your territory ? If we were to consult an impartial person 
he would decide tbat the ifelftnd belonged to Manchuria. 
Besides, no Ainos are to be found north of the fortieth 
pari^llei;, and you have quite disregarded the position of 
the tribes in your unjustifiable desire to take the fiftieth 
parallel as a boundary. How it is possible for us to ac* 
<5ept this ? There is nothiug in this island by which a 
boundary can be properly laid down, and imder these 
circumstances, if you insist upon laying oue down, it will 
Ifive rise to complications between the two powei-s. We 
are naturally averse to having our frontier undefined, 
but we are equally averse to defining it on insufficient 
l^rounds, or on such as do not suit our convenience, 
fjet us, therefore, ?eave the matter as it is for the pre* 
nent, permitting our respective subjects to occupy the 
island in common, as was provisionally determined by 
tlie treaty concluded with Japan at Shimoda. At some 
future day, when we have both examined the localities, 
we can confer again. But if you still find it absolutely 
[* Eoide HkleJsane {Yaniatc-no-kami) and the others.] 
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neceaoary to settle sometliuig, we will take Auiwa Bay 
(at the extreme eouili of Sagalieu) as our boundary." 
Although Takeuouchi and his colleagues perceived from 
the evasive nature of their arguments that their design 
was to seize the whole island, they were unable to refute 
the reasoning of the Kussians because they were insuf- 
ficiently acquainted with the nature of the locality. 

An engagement having been entered into the writiug 
to the effect that the discussion should be renewed on 
the basis of an examination of the localities, the envoys 
returned to Japan, reported tlie evident desire of the 
Russians to makd themselves possessors of the whole 
island, and requested that some person who was weU ac- 
quainted with the geography of the island should be sent 
to negotiate. The Bakufu, although desirous of despatdi- 
ing a second missic^i, had so much on its hands during 
the five years which followed that it was unable to carry 
out its intention, and the Bussians took advantage of 
this long interval to form extensive settlements in Saga- 
lien. When the Bakufu became aware of their proceed- 
ings, it was highly alarmed, and forthwith desp&tched 
Koido Yamato-no-kami (Cbvemor of Hakodate) and 
Ishikawa Kawachi-no-kami (a ctommissioner for foreign 
affaiiB). On arriving at St. Petersburg, Koide produced 
the agreement made by Takenouchi and his colleagues 
in 1862, and proposed to discuss the question on the 
basis of the nature of the localities. The Bussians feigned 
never to have heard of the arrangement, and offered in 
exchange for Sagalien certain of the Kurile Islands, 
which belonged to them, but Koide and his colleagues 
denied their jurisdiction over the KurUes, and upbraided 
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them for (heir disiugenttousaess. The argament liecaine 
warm, until the Russians at last said: ''It is not a 
matter about which we ought to wi'angle. Let us both 
colonize and occupy it." Koide and his colleague con- 
sulted together, saying : " Though we have exhausted 
all possible arguments, the fact remains that their colonies 
extend south of the fiftieth parallel. It is our fault for 
putting the negotiation off so long," Eventually they 
made a convention by which the island was to be occupi- 
ed jointly by Bussian and Japanese subjects, and returned 
home in the following spring to report the result of their 
mission. 

In the 4th. saeRtii (May- 4— June 2) Dwle^ lyorno- 
kMni and Shimadzu Osumi-no-kaini arrived at Kioto, 
where they were shortly afterwards joined by Matsudaira 
Shungaku (ex-Prince of Echizen), Nab^shima Eansd (ex- 
Prince of BGzen) and Tamanoiichi Todo (ex-Prince of 
Tosa).^* 

Shortly befoi-e this the representatives of the foreign 
powers had come to Hi^o to congratulate the Shogun 
upon his succession, and to make certain requests of him. 
He invited them to an interview at Ozaka. The toreign 
representatives then urged the speedy opening of Hiogo, 
and the Shdgun consequently addressed a memorial to 
the Mikado, saying : " Although the date originally fixed 
for the opening, of Hiogo has now been exceeded by two 
years, your servants werie able to put the foreigners 



(49) These are the same persons' aa those mentioned as being sum- 
moned by the new Shdgun. The author has anticipated events in 
making them here resume their proper surnames, as that change was not 
made until after the revolution of 1868. 
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off, by alleging the disturbed state of the country, but 
now tliey have come to press for the performance of the 
promise. Among the numerous nations of which the 
universe outside Japan is composed, for fear the strong 
should oppress the weak, it is the custom to enter into 
treaties according to which tlie intercourse of great and 
small is regulated and good faith observed. Such weighty 
matters are treaties. Therefore, evear though they come 
to Hifigo, your servant can ensure that they do no treat 
us in an overbearing manner. Besides, the opening of 
Hidgo is stipulated in the treaties, and we cannot break 
our word. I pray, therefore, that the Imperial Court 
will give its consent." The Imperial Court consulted the 
dans, most of whom signified their approval and it ac- 
corded its consent in the month of June. 

In the 6th month (July 2-^30) a rich merchant of 
Ozaka, named Tamanaka Zeny^mon, was chosen with 
nineteen others to form a trading corporation {ShSsflai) ; 
annual grants of rice were made to them, and they were 
privileged to wear swords. This was done in view of the 
opening of Hi6go. 

In the course of the same month the Bakufu, finding 
its coffers empty, proposed to issue paper money. 

Although the Bakufu still continued to carry on the 
government, it usually referred all matters of importance 
to the Imperial Court for decision. Shimadzu Osumi-no- 
kami and the other five princes remained at Kioto, but 
Yamanouchi T6d6 returned to his native province on ac- 
count of serious ill health. In tlie 9th month (Sept. 28 — 
Oct. 26), after he had for some time secretly grieved 
over the troubled state of the country, he addressed a 
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letter from Tosa to the Bh^gmi, advisiiiig liim to restore 
the whole goyarning powei: to the Imperial Court. The 
letter said : *' It appeal's to me that although the gOTern- 
meut and the penal laws have been administered by the 
Military Class ever since the middle ages, yet, l'r<^n the 
anival of foreigners we have been squabbling amongst 
oxurselves, and much public discussion has been excited. 
The east and west hiive risen in arms against each other^ 
and civil war never cea£ied, the effect being to dr^w on 
us the insult of foreign nations. The cause of this lies 
in the fact that the administration proceeds from two 
centres, causing the Empire's ears and eyes to be turn- 
ed in two different directions. The march of events has 
brought about a revolution, and the old system can no 
longer le obstinately persevered in. Ton sliould restore 
the governing power into the hands of the sovereign, 
and so lay a foundation on whidi Japan may take its 
stand as the equal of all other countries. This in the 
heartfelt prayer of Yodo. Your Highness is wise enough 
to take 'this advice into consideration." He then des- 
patched his retainers Terauchi Sazen and Goto Shojiro 
to advise the Shogun to resign the reins of power. The 
Shogun from this time frequently summoned Goto and 
Komatsu ol the Satsuma clan to bis oatle of Nijd to dis- 
cuss politics with perfect freedom, and both of them per- 
sistently advocated tlie formation of an imperial Govern- 
ment. 

The Shogun became ccavinced of its expediency, and 
drew up a document for communication to hi^ vassals. It 
sdrid : '* When I contemplate the changes which have 
come about in the political condition of the Empire, it 
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appeal's to me that wlieu the imperial authority decayed 
many centuries back, the power was seized by the Fuji- 
wara family. During the wars of Hogeu and . Heiji 
(1156-1159) it passed into the grasp of the Military 
Class. My ancestor was a recipient of especial favours 
at the hands of the Emperor, and during over two hun- 
dred years his descendants have enjoyed the same favoui*s 
successively. Although I hold my ancestor's office, there 
has been great mal-administration of the government and 
of the penal laws, the result being the present state of 
affairs. This is the effect of my want of virtue and I 
cannot sufficiently deplore it. It appears to me that the 
laws cannot be maintained in face of the daily extension 
of our foreign relations, unless the government be con- 
ducted by one head, and I propose therefore to surrender 
the w^hole governing Power into the hands of the Imperial 
Court. This is the best I can do for the interests of 
the Empire in this moment, and I call upon you all to 
give your opinion as to the advisablity of this course." 
Although none of the samurai made any open opposition, 
some of them were secretly dissatisfied. 

On the 19th of November, the Shogun eventually sent 
in a memorial offering his resignation to the Mikado. 
This was accepted in considerate language, and he was 
informed that he was desired to carry on the administra< 
tion as heretofore, with the exception of directing the 
actions of the daimiSsy which question would be decided 
as soon as the Prince of Kaga and thirty-three other 
great princes should arrive at Kioto. A proclamation was 
then issued throughout the country notifying the Sliogun's 
Tcsignation of the governing power. The princes who 
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were under obligations to the Tokugawa family advised 
the Imperial Court not to take the direction of affairs upon 
its shoulders without due consideration, and the Court 
began to feel distrust in its own capacity. It was said 
by some people that a secret understanding existed be- 
tween Tokugawa Naifu (the ex-Shogun), the In no Miya * 
and the Kuambaku,t that his retainers were acting in 
concert with the latter, and that the vacillation of the 
Court was due to these causes. Hereupon the Court 
nobles and the samurai of Satsuma, Tosa and other clans, 
who had been agitating for a return to the ancient 
regime of the Mikados, said to themselves : ** See how 
tlie Court conducts itself, at the very moment when the 
affairs of the Empire seem on the point of being settled. 
The opportunity will be lost," They proceeded to infuse 
their vehement opinions into the councils of the Court, 
which began to bestir itself. 

On the 3rd of January 1868, an order was sud- 
denly issued by the Imperial Court, dismissing 



1868 



tlie Aidzu clan from the guardianship of the Palace gates, 
and substituting the clans of Satsuma, Tosa and Geishiu. 
On the same day the In no Miya and Nij6 were dis- 
missed, and the offices of Kuambaku and Shogun were 
abolished. Ihree kinds of offices, called Sosai, Gijo and 
Sanyo, were provisionally instituted, and various Court 
nol)les (huge), territorial princes (daimio), and samnrai were 
appointed to fill them, and to carry on the administra- 
tion. A decree was also issued announcing tliat the 



[* Afterwards Kuni-no-Miya Tomohiko] 
ft Nijo NariyiikiJ 
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Govemment of the country was henceforth solely in- the 
hands of the Imperial Court. 

Some time before this, whilst Tokugawa Naifu still 
held the office of Shogun, he, Shimadza and three other 
princes had memorialized the Court with a view to the 
recall of the seven court nobles (who in 1863 fled to 
Choshiu), and the summoning of the House of Mori to 
the capital. These propositions being approved, the 
Bakufu sent for a member of the Mori family to com- 
municiit^ the order, whereupon Mori Takumi arrived at 
Uiogo in Setsu, as the representative of the j)riuce, at 
the head of eight hundred men, whom the Bakufu was 
desirous of locating at Ozaka. The commander, Yamada 
Ichinojo, and his lieutenant Kono Jiuro refused, and pre- 
pared to enter the capital without passing through Ozaka. 
As soon, however, as the Government came into the 
hands of the Imperial Court, it at once summoned the 
Choshiu clan to Kioto. The troops started immediately 
from Hiogo and arrived at Kioto on the 5 th of January. 
A decree was immediately issued by which all their 
honours and titles were restored to the members of the 
House of Mori, and shortly afterwards the seven court 
nobles also re-entered the capital. 

Although peace had been made between Tokugawa and 
Mori, it seemed as if the feeling of mutual hostility en- 
gendered by the war had not completely died out, and the 
Aidzu samuraiy in particular, were dissatisfied. They 
were extremely unwilling to be considered on a level with 
the Choshiu men, and were highly offended at their pi-e- 
►sence in the capital. Tokugawa Naifu himself was also 
bitterly mortified by the order to turn out his troops from 
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the Palace which had been issued on the 3rd, and his 
T'iews- undergoing a complete change, he at last summoned 
the Aidzu clan and others of his adherents to a council at 
the castle of Nijo. He then addressed them as follows : 
'* Why has the policy of the Court altered thus in the last 
few days ? There must be some one who, in order to 
succeed in a plot, is misleading the young Emperor.*" 
Annoyed at having been excluded from participation in 
the measures adopted on ilie 3rd, he informed the Court 
that he would act upon its previous order, and take charge 
of affairs; that order having declared that everything 
should be determined by a council of princes to be as- 
sembled at the capital. The conduct of the Naifu in 
sending up such a memorial after having siin-endered the 
governing power caused him to be regarded with general 
distrust. 

The Palace at this moment was guarded by Satsuma, 
Choshiu, Tosa, Geishiu and various other princes, while 
the greater part of the Tokugawa family's troops occupied 
the castle of Nijo, and seemed to be keeping a keen watch 
on the movements of the others. The public feeling was 
very uneasy, and various rumours flew about. Some of 
the Tokugawa officers and men advised the Naifu not to 
submit tamely to the will of Lis opponents, but to occupy 
Ozaka in force, and so block up their line of communica- 
tions, which would enable him to control their actions. 
The Naifu consented, and leaving a letter behind for the 

[* Then only 15 years ol<l. The ex-Shogun was totally defrauded by 
the ^atsnma men and other soi'^lsant loyalists, especially the crafty Choshu 
men who pretended themfielves lo be real loyalists, ignoring that they had 
bom^ arded the Imperial Pttluce only tlirco years ago ! ] 
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Court, in which ho pretended that he was going away to 
Ozaka in order to calm the passions of his retainers, sud- 
denly proceeded thither on this night of the 6th at the head 
of the troops, accompanied by the princes of Aidzu and 
Enwaua and Itaknra Iga-no-kami (his chief adviser). 
The court considered this proceeding so suspicious that it 
prohibited the clans of Kuwana and Aidzu from re-en- 
tering the capital. 

As soon as the news ^vas brought to Tedo measures 
were actively taken for putting .the city in a condition of 
defence. For some time previously the troops of Sakai 
Sayemon-no-j6 had patrolled the streets. It happened 
also that several hundred rdnim had concealed themselves 
in the Satsuma yashiki situated in that quarter of the 
city called Shiba, and having formed themselves into a 
corps, were in the habit of sallying forth by night to 
plunder the richer citizens. On one occasion they also 
fired into the Sakai barracks, and a great commotion 
ensued. The Sakai troops, inflamed with anger, begged 
for leave to attack the Satsuma yasMkl, and the matter 
being referred to Ozaka, it seemed to Tokugawa Naifu 
that the recent cliange iu the councils of the Mikado was 
due to the influence of tlie Satsuma samurai and that the 
same clan had no doubt been hounding on the ronins to 
disturb the peace of tlie Kuanto. He therefore sent 
orders to Yedo for the chastisement of tlie rioters. Tlie 
Tokugawa officials proceeded to surround the Satsuma 
ya^hikit burnt it, and made the whole band prisoners. 
From this moment the Tokugawa and Shimadzu weie 
bitter enemies, and the Naifu sent up a memorial in which 
he complained of the robljeries committed by the Satsuma 
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clan* in the Kuanto, and prayed the Mikado to dismiss all 
the samurai of tliat clan who had any share in the gov- 
ernment. The Court, however, took no notice of his re- 
presentations. 

The Gijo and Sanyo then took counsel together, say- 
ing : ** Although the Imperial family is now in possession 
of the Government, it has no means of meeting its ex- 
penses. The Tokugawa and other clans should be made 
to contribute." TLe Mikado therefore ordered Owari 
Dainagon aud^Matsudaira. Slnmgaku to go and talk over 
the Naifu, who was to be made a Gijo. They were ac- 
companied by Naruse Hayato-no-kami, Tanaka Fujimaro, 
Washidzu Kido and Menju Hiroslii, and proceeding to 
Ozaka communicated the wishes of the Court, offering at 
the same time to admit the Naifu to the Mikado's pre- 
sence. They also advised him under present circum- 
stances to dismiss all feelings of . resentment, and to 
bring but a small escort with him to Kioto. If he felt 
uneasy about his safety, they, his relations, would guard 
him with their troops. The Naifu expressed his inno- 
cence of any treasonable intentions, and promised to obey 
the Mikado's orders, but in his heart he disliked the pro- 
posal. When he first went down to Ozaka, he had left 
Kondo Isami, leader of the corps called Shinsen-gumi, 
Hijikata Saizo commander of the infantry, and others at 
Fushimi, and at this moment the number of the Eastern 
troops stationed in that town amounted to several thou- 
sands. Washidzu and his colleagues therefore remarked 
to Nagai Gemba-no-kami and Tsukahara Tajima-no- 
kami, who were in cliief command, that as the Naifu, in 
,[* This was tlio event freciuently complained by iho Kilo people.] 
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obedience to the Mikado's orders, was about to appear at 
Court, it was absolutely necessary that the troops should 
be withdrawn from Fushimi, and they enlarged repeated- 
ly on the duty of submission. Nagai and his colleague 
were willing to comply, but they had not power to carry 
out their promise. On the 25th of January the two ex- 
Princes of Owari and Echizen returned to Kioto and re- 
ported that Tokugawa Naifu had promised obedience to 
the Imperial orders, but they did this in ignorance of his 
real intentions. 

The same night the princes of Aidzu nnd Kuwana and 
their chief retainers assembled at Ozaka, and addressed 
the Naifu as follows : ** No faith can be placed in the 
declarations of the ex-Princes of Owari and Echizen. If 
your Highness determines to go, your servants will follow 
even at the risk of their own lives. On this expedition 
we will remove from the Emperor his bad councellor.^, 
and try the issue with them by the sword." Hereupon 
the Naifu made up his mind, and determined to enter 
Kioto with the clans of Aidzu and Kuwana in the front 
of his following. 

When this news reached the capital the public feeling 

was much excited. The Court sent the clans of Satsuma 
and Choshiu to lie outside the capital, and blocking up the 
Fushimi and Toba roads, to obstruct the advance of the 
Eastern army. The leaders Ijichi Sh6ji (of Satsuma) and 
Yamada Ichinojo (of Choshiu) accepted the duty, say- 
ing: "Tour servants have ascertained by means of spies 
that strange things are on foot at Ozaka, and they 
believe that a large force will endeavour to force its 
way past the barriers. We pray, therefore, for leave to 
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act as the emergency may require." The Court gave 
them orders to the effect that, although Tokugawa Naifu 
was permitted to eater the capital, he could not be allowed 
to do so at the head of a large force. As for clans of 
Aidzu and Euwana, admission was to be absolutely denied 
to them, and instructions were given to them to act 
according to circumstances, llie commanders then bade 
their men to make preparations for resistance, and quietly 
to await the course of events. The Kioto forces at this 
moment numbered some six thousand five hundred men, 
while the Eastern army was reported to be thirty thou- 
sand strong. Sakuma Omi-no-kami and Kubota Bizen-no- 
kami* headed the ** Drilled Troops " on the Tokugawa 
side, while the troops of Takamatsu, Hamada, aM other 
princes subject to the ex-Shogun acted as a reserve. 
The clans of Aidzu and Kuwana marched in the van, 
and were ready to advance by the Fushimi and Toba 
roads. 

On the 27th tlie messengers of the House oE Toku- 
gawa came to the barriers which had been placed on 
both roads and asked leave to pass, which wibs refused 
by the soutries. The messengers then said : " Our prince 
is going to Court by the order of the Mikado, and if 
you venture to obstruct his passage he will force his way 
througli." Having said this they departed, and then the 
great force began to approach. The Kioto forces, seeing 
that matters had come to a head, discharged their artil- 
lery, to which the Easterners replied with a volley from 
their muskets. The ordnance thundered for a while, but 
the Kioto forces eventually put the enemy to flight. At 

* formerly commander of the Japanese garrison at Yol^ohatt^a, 
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this moment a firo broke out in the town of Fushirai, 
and the Easterners came again by both roads to attack 
the Kioto forces, who defended themselves vigorously, 
. After having lost several killed and wounded both com- 
batants retired from the field about six in the evening. 
At midnight spies were sent from tlie Kioto side to see 
w^hat the enemy who had advanced by the Toba road 
might be doing, and they returned with informatioA that 
he was quartered there and was taking food. Orders 
were given to surprise him, and the Easterners, entirely 
losing their presence of mind, flung down their weapons 
and fled. The reserves, however, coming up to their aid, 
the defeated troops plucked up courage, and rallied again 
to the fight. They charged fiercely into the Ki6to forces, 
and threw them into disorder, but the captains Ichiki, 
Oyama * and Goto, encouraging their men, met the attack 
and fell upon the left wing of the Eastern army, which 
began to waver. The Kioto forces profited by this and 
engaged them vigorousy, so that the Eastern army was at 
last defeated, but the three captainst above-mentioned 
were killed. The Kioto forces withdrew at two p. m. (for 
two a. m. ?) from the field of battle. 

At eight o'clock on the morning of the 28th the two 
armies fought again on the Fushimi and Toba roads. 
ITie Kioto party had placed some skirmishers in a bam- 
boo thicket at the side of the Toba road. When the 
Eastern army pressed up along the two roads in great 
force, the Kioto troops opposed them with energy, Yama- 
da Magoichiro and Ijiu-in Kinjiro distinguishing them- 

[* This Satsumft man Oyama Yasuke is no other than Marshal Marqurs 
Oyama Iwaho.] [t An error in the original for "Ichiki and Qoto."J 
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selves by their courage. At last tlie enemy was put to 
flight on the Fushimi road, while from Toba he advanced 
with greater determination than ever, and his ferocity 
was terrible. Some of the rebels' bullets actually struck 
the gold brocade standard of the Mikado, which the com- 
mander-in-chief. Prince Ninnaji, had ordered to be carried 
before him as he advanced. At this moment the inen in am- 
bush fired a simultaneous volley from the thicket, and the 
bullets fell in the centre of the " rebels"* as thick as hailston- 
es, laying low immense numbers of them. The ** loyal " * 
forces'" on the road profited by this opportunity to charge 
the "rebel '* van, which scattered in all directions, the fugi- 
tives tramping on the dead and dying in their hurry to 
escape. Immediately afterwards fires broke out in the 
village of Toba, and the " rebels " retreated to the town of 
Todo. Ill this enagement JSakuma Omi, Kubota Bizen 
and many other ''rebel" officers wore killed, while tlie 
loyal forces lost Kajiki, Hiraoka and some twenty or 
thirty more. 

At dawn on the 29th the " loyal " army attacked 
Yodo, which the " rebels " defended from the other end of 
the bridge. The " loyal " forces then directed a steady 
artillery fire against the town, to which the ** rebels" 
replied. Neither party seeming willing to advance, the 

(50) The common Japanese expression is Kuan-gun, of which 
'Government army* would be the most literal rendering, but * loyal* 
army, is 6. more convenient equivalent for ordinary use. 

[* Quotation marks have been added by the editor to show conven- 
tional expressions such as ** loyal," *' rebel," etc. Keiki and his party 
were called "rebels" only because they were defeated by the enemy, 
just as the Ghdahn clan was called so when in 186i it fired at the Im- 
perial PlAlace and was defeated by the guards.] 
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*^ labels " lodged a corps of oneh tindred spearmen in the 
rashes by the side of the riyer, and a party of milsket- 
eers was sent out to provoke an attack from the " loyal " 
array, but the latter, knowing of the ambuscade, did not 
move. But a Ciiptain named Ishikawa Wakasa-no-sitke 
said : " We shall be laughed at if we lose a good chance 
beoMte we see danger," and with these wolds, he attacked 
the rebels afc Uie head of a small number of musketeers. 
The rest were excited by the example, and shouting out : 
•* We must not sacrifice our troops to the enemy for 
nothing," followed the others eagerly. Upon this the men 
in ambush arose to right and left of them, and the 
musketeers come on again in large uumbei*s. Ishikawa^ 
Ito and Nakajima wei-e killed, but Yamada, Ijiu-tn> Fuji- 
mura, Miura, and other captains, rousing their men to 
tlie same height of enthusiasm as they were themselves 
animated by, charged the foe, whose ranks began to fall 
into disorder. Their men then raised a shout and finally 
succeeded in routing the ** rebels." They took the Castle 
of Yodo about noon, while the " rebels " retiring in a 
body held Hashimoto. 

The Tsu clan (from Ise) had been holding the bamer 
at Yamazaki in the interests of the Eastern army, but an 
envoy was sent to them by the Mikado, who enlarged 
upon the duty of obedience and talked them over. In obe- 
dience to the Mikado's orders they admitted the " loyal " 
forces, but the *' rebels" at Hashimoto (on the opposite 
bank of the river) knew nothing of their defection. 

On the 30th the "loyal" forces prepared to attack 
Hashimoto. On the preceding day the ** rebels" had 
wished to occupy the castle of Yodo, but the samurai of 
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that clan refused to admit them, and they were forced 
therefore to find lodgings in the town. When the "loyal " 
forces arrived at the castle, they suspected the dan of 
siding with tHe enemy, and reproached them, upon wliich 
they related how they had repelled the " rebels," in order 
to prove their sincerity. The Todo troops were then 
placed in the van, and an attack was made on Hashimoto, 
which the ** rebel " army stoutly defended, until a flank fire 
of artillery was opened upon their head quarters from the 
redoubt at Tamazaki, by which a large number of them 
were killed. The whole army broke and fled, pursued 
by the " loyal " forces, down to Ozaka. Before this, news 
of the daily defeats had been received there, and Toku- 
gawa Naifu, the princes of Aidzu and Kuwana, Itakura 
Iga, Ogasawara Iki and the rest of the officials had be- 
taken themselves iia a hurry on board of a man-of-wat^ 
in which they fled eastwards. The castle of Ozaka was 
burnt immediately afterward. 

On the 2nd of February Prince Ninnaji-no-Miya ad- 
vanced and entered Ozaka. In this short campaign the 
Satsuma clan had one hundred and fifty men killed, in- 
cluding I]iu-Tn Yoichi, while the Ohoshiu clan losi Kata- 
yama Kinjiro and one hundred and twenty moi*©. These 
large losses arose from the fact of these two clans alone 
having been opposed to an enemy far superior in numbers, 
but their reputation for valour ro&e immensely. 

The ** lojal " forces having thus achieved a great vior 
tory sent detachments against Takamatsu and otlier clans, 
in order to bi*ing the whole of the neighbouring provinces 
into Older, and to enforce obedience. All the clans 
changed their policy and submitted. 
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When the Eastern forces first occupied the castle of 
Nijo the Court Nobles had been in dire state of fright, 
dreading lest hostilities should be commenced in the cap- 
ital itself, but they were considerably relieved when the 
ex-Shogun made his retreat to Ozaka, The commanders 
Ijichi Shoji and Yamada Ichiuojo, and the lieutenant 
Katano Jiuro, were dissatisfied, and said to themselves : 
" Since ancient times nearly all attacks on Kioto have 
been successful. The Eastern army has retreated for no 
good purpose. They intend to occupy Ozaka, cut oflfour 
means of obtaining supplies, bring the troops of Kuanto 
up by the Tokaido, and then by blockading Hiogo with 
their fleet, to catch us like rats in a cage." So they re- 
solved upon sending troops to the provinces of Tajima, 
Tamba and Tango, to seize that tract of country, and to 
retreat thither for a while, if the necessity arose, and 
there lay their plans for a second attempt. Hardly had 
they arrived at this determination when the war broke 
out, and they at once despatched thither a body of three 
hundred picked men under the command of a court noble 
named Saionji Cliiunagon,* but victory declaring itself 
on the side of the Mikado the necessity for a retreat did 
not arise. At the same time the presence of Saionji in 
those parts had a good effect in determining the local 
daimiSs to submit. The public praised the completeness 
of the Imperial tactics. 

Three thousand Kishiu troops had been encamped 
at the temple of Tennoji, close to Ozaka, and when the 
war broke out their leaders secretly despatched a mes- 
senger to the loyal army to ask for instructions. The 

[* Afterwards Marquis Saionzi Kimxnochi.J ^ 
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coTinoillors-at-war deliberated, saying : ** Althougli the 
loyalty of the Kishiu clan is well-known, the prince is a 
relative of the ex-Shogun, and we cannot be sure of his 
intentions. The best plan would be to send them away 
from Ozaka back to their native province." This decision 
being reported by the messenger, the Kishiu troops 
returned home. Hikone, Ogaki and other clans had 
already joined the ** royal " army, and by this time all the 
princes of the centre and west of Japan supported the 
Mikado. 

It is said that when the proposal was made to return 
to the ancient form of Government by the sovereign, 
Saigo Kichinoske, who was behind the scenes, disapproved 
of the use of force, and that the war was caused by the 
change which the policy of the Tokugawa family mjder- 
went at a critical moment. The public remarked freely 
upon the fact tliat the Naifu had acted contrary to his 
own convictions. 

On the 5th of February the Court deprived Tokugawa 
Naifu and his followers of all their honours and dignities, 
and published a proclamation throughout the couiitry, 
saying, ** After Tokugawa Keiki * retired to Ozaka upon a 
certain pretence, the ex-princes of Owari and Echizen 
were sent thither to summon him to Kioto, in order to 
come to an arrangement. Keiki had already been for^ 
bidden to enter Kioto with a large train. He declared, 
however, that he would come to Court, with the clans of 
Aidzu and Kuwana at the head of his following, and 
actually approached the capital. This was not obedience 

[* Anotber pronunciation of Yosinobn, "who has hitherto been called 
Nai£ii| a high office next in rank to Udaizin.] 
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to the Mikado, and was, in fact, an attack upon His 
Majesty. The loyal forces resisted his advance in the 
environs of the capital, and hostilities broke out. Keiki 
still continued to place his vassals in the field, and for 
several days in succession fired upon the imperial stand- 
ard. Having been defeated he has fled to the east, but 
he cannot escape the consequences of his criminal at- 
tempt to deceive the Imperial Court. It has therefore 
been resolved to send a large army to subdue his ter- 
ritories." All the clans were called upon to furnish 
troops and Prince Arisugawa was appointed Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army of Chastisement, a brocade banner 
and a sword of justice being granted to him. 

At this moment all the foreign representatives were 
at Kobe, whence they issued a declaration of neutrality 
on the 18th of Februaiy, and proclaimed to their country- 
men" resident there, saying: **A civil war is about to 
break out between the eastern and western portions of 
Japan. The people of our nations must not help either 
party, nor sell arms to them." This was because the 
Tokugawa affair was not yet settled. 

End of Vol. II. 
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The governing power having now reverted to the 
Imperial Court, it took steps to inform the foreign repre- 
sentatives of the fact that Kioto would henceforth be the 
seat of the Japanese Government. This announcement 
was received with. due submission, and the representatives 
then said: "During the last few years some forty or 
fifty of our countrymen have been killed by yours, and 
inexpressible grief has been caused by these acts. As 
the sovereign has now freshly assumed the niling power, 
let him give an order throughout the country prohibiting 
such deeds." The Court thereupon issued a general pro- 
clamation. 

But there were still many in the country who hated 
foreigners, and on the 8th of March, some Tosa men 
fired on sixteen French sailors at Sakai in Idzumi, kill- 
ing some and wounding others. Already a Bizen man 
had assassinated a Frenchman at Kobe in Setsu," and 
this together with the more recent affair excited the 

(51) This affair occurred ou the 4th February. The Frenchman said 
to have been • assassinated * only received a slight wound, and an Ameri- 
can seaman was shot through the body. As the attack was directed 
generally upon all the foreigners who happened to be in the street at 
the time the Foreign Kepresentatives demanded that capital punishment 
should be inflicted on the officer who had given the order to fire. 
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anger of the French Minister, who accordingly made five 
demands on the Governmeni Firstly, that a high officer 
of the Goyernment should go on board the French man- 
of-war to make an apology. Secondly, that no Japanese 
officer should be allowed to enter the foreign settlement 
with swords on.^^ Thirdly, that an indemnity of one 
hundred and fifty thousand dolkrs should be paid. 
Fourthly, that the Goyernment. should make a written 
apolc^. Fifthly, that the Japanese soldiers who were 
implicated in this murderous act should be capitally 
punished. He also insisted on the acceptance of these 
demands within three days, threatening that if this limit 
were exceeded he should resort to other measui'es. The 
Goyernment was at this moment deeply engaged in re- 
organizing the administration, and feeling also that the 
wrong was on the side of Japan, at once accepted four** 
of the fiye articles. Sixteen Tosa and Bizen men were 
arrested and decapitated on the 18th March.** Thus the 
matter was settled. 

The ex-Prince of Uwajima and Higashi-Kuze Shosho 
had already informed the foreign Bepresentatives at Ozaka 
that a Department of Foreign Affairs haying been formed 
with themselyes placed at its head, they desired hence- 

(52) The seooDd demand vrtKa that Tosa troops ghoiild not enter any 
of the open ports. 

(53) Was the second demand not insisted on? The Parliamentary 
Papers do not mention its haying been withdrawn. 

(54) The Bizen officer was executed on the CTeniDg of March 3rd ; 
eighteen Toia EoLiiers and two officers was likewise condemned to suffer 
death and the sentence was duly carried out in the case of eleyen of 
their number, the other siue being reprieved at the request of the 
French Authorities. This was on the 16th March. 
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forth to act in concert. Also^ that the Mikado wished to 
see the Representatives at Kioto before long. The Re- 
presentatives replied that they bad been informed that 
an expedition was about to be sent against the House of 
Tokugawa, and that they proposed to return at once to 
Yokohama, to provide for the safety of their countrymen. 
If the Mikado wislied to see them the matter could be 
arranged at once. They requested, therefore, that a day 
might be fixed. Higashi-kuze answered that he and his 
colleague would be responsibly for the safety of the 
foreigners at Yokohama and Hakodate. The Representa- 
tives need be under no apprehensions on that score. The 
Representatives responded that nevertheless they could 
not wait long. Upon this the Court, after debating, fixed 
a day. Some persons remarked that to invite the bar- 
barians to the Palace would cause public comment, but 
one of the Sanyo laughed and treated the idea with con- 
tempt. ^On the 23rd as the English Representative * was 
going to Court some ronins suddenly made an attack on 
him, and wounded some of his escort. The Japanese 
officialst and the English guards repelled the attack, and 
killed the ronins, so that nothing serious resulted. The 
Representative, however, returned home without going 
through the ceremony. 

During the same month, in order that the nature of 
its intended policy might be understood, the Court pro- 

[* Sir Harry Parkos, who was known with his haughtiness aitd 
j:uughtiness towards the new Government, in establishing which he 
thought to have rendered much aid, especially having had an under- 
standing with the Satsuiua clan at that juncture (see Okuho I'osiimchl 
(Tokyo, 1900) pp. 17-8 and Wagalcuni m Zento (Tokyo, 1891) pp, 246-7).] 

[t Goto Shoziro and Nakai Kozo.] 
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claimed throughcmt the country that foreign relations 
would be continued. This was in accordance with the 
precedent contained in the Imperial sanction given to 
the Treaties in the preceding reign. 

On ilie 24th^ the English Kepresentative had an 
interview with tlie Tenno, and the Dutch, American and 
French Kepresentatives were presented after him. They 
congratulated His Majesty on the magnificence of the 
Imperial rule, and gave renewed promise of friecdly rela- 
tions. It is said that when the £6b^ and Sakai afbii-s 
occurred the functionaries were much troubled in their 
minds, lamenting the uncertain future of the Empire. 
But now foreign affairs had been settled, the home provinces 
were quiet, and the samurai and lower classes of the 
capital gave themselves up to rejoicing. 

About this time the Councillor of State Okubo ad- 
dressed a memorial to the Mikado, saying : " Although 
Your Majesty's forces have been victorious in the battles 
of Fushimi and Toba the ringleader of the rebels has 
made his escape. The dispositions of the various clans 
are uncertain, and our relations with foreign countries are 
not on a satisfactory footing. Extreme measures are 
necessary in a crisis. Since the middle ages our Em- 
peror has lived behind a screen and has never trcdden 
the earth. Nothing of what went on outside his screen 
evQr penetrated to his sacred ear; the imperial residence 
was profoundly secluded, and naturally unlike the outer 

(55) The English Minister had his audience of the Mikado on the 
26th March, the French and Dutch Ministers having been presented on 
the 23rd. The American Minister did not visit Kid! o with his colleagues, 
and was therefore not presented on this occasion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 HISTORY OF JAPAN. 



world. No' more than a few court nobles were allowed 
to approach the tliroue, a practice most opposed to the 
principles of Heaven. Although it is the first duty of 
man to respect his superior, if he reveres that superior 
too highly he neglects his duty, while a breach is created 
between the sovereign and his subjects, who are unable 
to convey thiQ;r wants to him. This vicious practice has 
been common in all ages. But now let pompous etiquette 
be done away with, and simplicity become our first 
object. Kioto is in an out-of-the-way position, and is 
unfit to be the seat of government. Let His Majesty 
take up his abode temporarily at Ozaka removing his 
capital thither, and tlius cure one of the hundred abuses 
which we inherit from past ages. This seems to me to 
be a matter of great uigency, and I liumbly pray your 
wisdom to decide this without loss of time." The memo- 
rial produced a lively effect on the Court, and to the 
advice contained in it the subsequent removal of the 
Mikado to Tedo was no doubt due. 

During the same month the public notice boards 
throughout the country were taken down and replaced by 
new ones. 

The castle of Nijo had been converted into an office 
for the Council of State {Dai-jd-ktoan), where its members 
met to decide upon what measures should be adopted. 
The Mikado proceeded thither in person and, iu the pre- 
sence of the assembled Court nobles and the territorial 
princes, took an oath. By this oath he promised that a 
deliberative assembly should be formed, and all measures 
be decided by public opiniou ; that the uncivilised customs 
of former times should be broken through, and the im- 



Digitized by 



Google 



VOL. in- 186a 117 

partiality. And justice displayed in the workings of nature 
be adopted as a basis of action; and tbat intellect and 
learning should be sought for ihroughont the world, in 
order to establish the foundations of the empire. A discus* 
Bion then ensued as to the best means of .developing the 
resources .of Yezo. Shortly afterwards the Mikado went 
down to Ozaka as the first stage in his personal campaign 
against. the adherents of. the fallen power, and inspected 
the fleet. 

During this time the ** loyal " army was marching to 
the attack of Yedo by various roads. The troops of 
Satsuma, Kishiu, CUoshiu, T6d6, Bizen, Sadowarn, Kame- 
yama, Minakuchi, Omura, Inshiu, Higo and Echizen 
advanced along the T6kaid6. Another detatchment of 
Satsuina troops, with those of Inshiu, Tosa, and Ogaki 
advanced by the Nakasendo; 

Reports of the approach of the '* loyal " forces reached 
Yedo day after day. The retainers of the Tokugawa 
fa^iily and the mmurai of the subject clans (fudai) met 
together in council of war. During the war at Fuslumi 
and Toba a party had arisen in the two clans of Kishiu 
and Owari which advocated supporting the ex-Shogun, 
as head of the Tokugawa family, and placed itself in 
communication with Yedo. The ex-Prince of Owari, 
who was annoyed at this, having taken counsel with his 
i-etainers Kos^ Shintaro, Tamiya Joun, Tanaka Fujimaro, 
Washidzu Kido, and Niwa Juntaro, issued a proclamation 
that loyalty must take precedence of affection for relatives. 
He inflicted death upon Watanabe Shinzaemon, Sakaki- 
bara Kageyu, Ishikawa Kuranojo, Terao Takesliiro, 
Tsukada Kakushir6.and eight other ringleaders, besides 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 HISTORY OP JAPAN,, 



oonfisoating the revenues of Suzaki Tango, Naruse Bozen^ 
and fifteen more; some of wliom he threw into prison, 
c4imm \mmff: mmnSemA to their own houses. In this way 
the views of the whole clan were reiKlcvMl waMmmly loyal 
to the Mikado. On the other hand^ those of the Kisliiu 
clan who happened to be at Yedo bent all their efforts 
towards aiding the chief of the family, and took part in the 
plans of the Tokugawa retainers. Kondo Isami and his 
friends also happened to be there, and consultations were 
held day and night at the castle. Some proposed to send 
a force to occupy the pass of Hakone, wliile others sug- 
gested a naval attack upon Ozaka. These plans they 
pressed upon the attention of Keiki, and completely rob- 
bed him of his rest and appetite. But the ex-Shdgtin 
already repented of his late conduct, and animated by a 
spirit of respectful obedience^ refused to entertain theit 
proposals. He summoned Eatsu Awa and Okubo Ichio 
to a private chamber, and then addresised a letter to his 
retainei*s, prohibiting them from resisting tlie impe^iiEtl 
forces, and added that those who did so would be pointing 
their weapons against himself. Immediately afterwards 
he quitted the castle, and retired into voluntary confinis- 
ment in the monastery of K-uanyeiji at Uyeno. 

Keiki's fanatical retainers were excessively disgusted 
with his submissiveness, and they all began to eoUect 
troops with the intention of acting independently of him. 
Some of them fled into Hitachi and E6dzuke together 
with the Drilled Troops, and some into the pi-oviuce of 
Kai. The Tosa and Inshiu forces, having advanced from 
Shinano into Kai, had taken the town of Kofu, and the 
Tokugawa vassals there, entering into a plot with tliosd who 
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had run away from Tedo, erected a stockade, at the town 
of Katsunuma, and occupied the hills, harassing the loyal 
troops. The Tosa troops forced the stockade, and surprised 
the enemy's rear, on which the rebels destroyed all the 
bridges along the road, and constructing batteries out of 
gabions, resisted their advance. Upon the loyal forces 
attacking them with firearms, they set fire to the houses 
of the common people, so as to prevent an advance. 
Unable to overcome this obstacle, detachments of Tosa 
and Inshiu troops climbed the hills on both sides, attack- 
ed the rebels and succeeded in routing them, killing or 
capturing nearly all. Leaving the town of Kofu in charge 
of the house of Sanada (Matsushiro) the tnshiu and Tosa 
forces pursued their march towards Tedo. 

Duiing the course of this month the Satsuma, Cho- 
shin and Ogaki troops arrived at Haniu in Musashi, and 
engaging the runaway troops assembled at Yanada, 
inflicted a severe defeat on them. They then advanced, 
and laid siege to the town of Oshi-no-Jio. When the 
runaways first visited that town the clansmen had 
secretly given aid to them, and upon the approach of 
the Imperial forces, one of the commanders disembowell- 
ed himself by way of expiation, and the rest of the 
clan joined the Mikado's banner. Upon this the young 
noble Iwakura, who commanded the Nakasend6 column, 
took up his quarters at the town of Itabashi (just outside 
Yedo}. 

By this time the Prince Gommander-in-Chief had 
arrived at the town of Sumpu on tlie T6kaid6 at the 
head of his forces, while Keiki, worn out by trouble and 
anxiety, was respectfully awaiting his commands in a 
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small room at Uy&o. Rinnoji no Miya and the ShitiS^ 
Kakno-Iu, moved by pity for him, proceeded to Sumpu 
and bogged for mercy, wliile Kazu Miya and- Tensho- 
Iu°^ also sent some of their women as messengers along 
the Tokaido. These envoys followed each other in rapid 
succession. Shortly after the vanguard advanced to 
Shiuagawa, whither at once came Katsu Awa to see 
Saigo Kichinoske,^ the military adviser of the " loyal " 
army. Having fully explained the submissive temper of 
Keiki, he begged that the ** loyal" army would desist 
from making an attack. Katsu was an old acquaintance 
of Saig6*s and repeated his visits frequently, using all 
the eloquence at his command in support of his prayers. 
Saigo at last replied that he would leave the matter to 
the decision of the Miya Commander-in-Chief, and de- 
manded material guarantees of good faith. Eatsu promised 
to give these, and Saig6 addressed a letter to the Miya 
Commander-in-Chief, who after consulting with those 
about him, issued the necessary orders to the various 
divisions of the army. In this way Yedo was preserved 
from an assault, and was occupied by the ** loyal " army, 
which took up its quarters in diflferent parts of the town. 
Qu the 26th of April the Mikado's envoy made his 
entry into the castle of Yedo. The retainers of the 
Tokugawa family swept the roads clean and went forth 

(56) 8hW6 was an office corresponding to the Soha-ydnin, or man of 
business, of a daimid. 

(57) Widows of the Shoguns Ijemochi and ly^sada. 

(58) Takamori is the name by which he is mentioned in the original, 
but he is best known to both Japanese and foreigners by his common 
appellation {zokumid) of Kiohinosuktf. - 
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to meet him in their best clothes. At the interview 
which took place between the envoy and Tayasu Chiuna- 
gon the former announced the " Mikado's will," as follows : 
"Deliver up the castle, the men-of-war, and all your fire- 
arms. Condemn to a punishment one degree less severe 
than death those who aided Eeiki in his rebellion, and 
report thereon. Reiki's life will be spared, and he must 
confine himself at the town of Mito." The Chiunagon 
signified his readiness to obey, but when the seditiously 
inclined members of the clan heard of the terms granted 
they absconded to the north-east in large bodies. After 
the lapse of tln-ee days Keiki retired to Mito. 

Aidzu Katamori * had previously retired to his terri- 
tory, while Itakura Iga, Ogasawara Iki and their friends 
had concealed themselves in the north-east. Some of the 
hereditary subject daimiSs of the Tokugawa family who 
were at Tedo went up to Ki&to, while others retreated 
to their territories. The result was that the city became 
qnito deserted. 

The samurai of Aidzu and the runaway troops had 
been engaged for some time in talking over the daimios 
and rich inhabitants of Kadzusa, Shimosa, Shimotsuke 
and Kodzuke, and liad collected both money and pro- 
Visions, They were joined by Midzuno Hiuga, the prince 
of Tuki, but Obata Heima and some others of his retainers, 
amounting to sixty men in all, adopted loyal views, and 
placing the prince's son at their head, expelled Hiuga and 
the runaway troops. Shortly afterwards Hiuga and the 
runaway troops attacked and took the castle, after having 
killed Obata and his party. The son fled and sought 
[♦ Alifus Matsudnira Higo-no-kami or ChSjo; cf. pp. 31 and 44.] 
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refuge with the " loyal " army, and the rebels began to show 
a formidable front. At this moment the troops of Hikone 
and other clans were in occupation of tJtsunomiya, which 
the i-ebels, presuming upon their strength, formed the, de- 
sign of taking. On the alarm being brought to Itabashi 
the Military adviser Kagawa Keizo, with Arima of the 
Satsuma clan, Soshiki of tJie Ohoshiu clan, Uyeda of the 
Tosa clan and others, advanced to Senju at the head of 
three hundred men. A detachment of rebels had occupied 
Nagareyama, but upon being suddenly attacked by the 
'* loyal" forces, found themselves unable to make a stand, and 
throwing away their weapons, took to flight. The " loyal " 
forces followed to pursuit and captured their leader Kondo 
Isami, who was sent to Itabashi in a cage. This man had 
long been celebrated for his intrepid courage. In the 
winter of 1867, when the Shogun retired to Ozaka, he 
had commanded the van as far as Fushimi, where he 
finally remained to obstruct the passage of the ^loyal" 
troops, When the war broke out he directed the move- 
ments of the troops, receiving a bullet-wound in the 
thigh, and upon the defeat of the Eastern army, accom- 
panied it in its flight to Tedo. Having incited some of 
the Tokugawa retainers to proceed with him to Koshiu, 
he effected a junction with the local troops, and offered 
resistance to the Tosa and Inshiu forces at the town of 
Katsunuma, but being defeated, fled with the men under 
his command to the vicinity of Tedo. The ** loyal " forces, 
having at last captured him, put him to death, and sent 
his head preserved in sake to Kioto, where it was pilloried 
on the dry bed of the river close to Shijo. This was 
done because during the last few years he had to a great 
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extent assisted in the counsels of the Aidzu clan at Kioto.* 
The " rebel " troops at Nagareyama having now been 
annihilated, Kagawa and Soshiki profited by the victory 
to advance into Shimotsuke and attack the castle of Yuki. 
Hiuga and the ** rebel *' troops with him abandoned the 
place and fled. Soshiki at onc3 occupied the castle at 
the head of the troops of the Susaka clan, while Kagawa 
and the other coramanders proceeded to Utsunomiya with 
the Hikone troops. Shortly afterwards the " rebel '* leader 
Otori Keiske, came to attack Yuki at the head of all his 
men, and havhig re-taken it, he made it the basis of his 
farther operations. The "loyal" forces fled to Utsuno- 
miya. ^ 

On the 9th of May Otori Keiske advanced to the 
town of Oyama at the head of two thousand men, and 
attacked the " loyal " ,army. The troops of Hikone, Aki- 
moto, Ogaki and Kasama went out to meet him, but 
owing to the use made by the enemy of skirmishers, were 
unable to hold their ground. A Choshiu captap named 
Nambu and an Akimoto captain named Ishikawa, besides 
others, lost their lives. At four o'clock in the afternoon 
the "loyal" army retreated to Utsunomiya, while the 
'f rebels" took up their quarters at the town of Tochigi. 
In this engagement the Hikone troops suffered the great- 
est loss in killed and wounded. 

On the 11th, before day-break, Otori Keiske made 
another attack on Utsunomiya at the head of his whole 
force. He was resisted by the troops of Matsumoto, 

[* But of course he ilicl not so from disloyalty to the Emperor as 
willfully declared by his oppossite party such as the CLoabu and Satsu- 
raa men.] 
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Eiirobane, Easama, Mibu, Toki, Iwamurata, Susaka, Hiko- 
ne, Ogaki and Utsunomiya, who met liim outside the castle, 
but the "rebels'* fought with such desperation that the 
*' loyal " forces were compelled to retreat and occupy the 
castle. At the same time another detachment of " rebels " 
advanced on their flank from Kanuma, while the Aidzu 
clan also advanced by the Sann6 Pass/^ and an united 
attack was now made on the castle. The noise of artil- 
lery resounded on all sides, until the ** loyal " foi-ces, becom- 
ing at last unable to continue the defence, abandoned 
the castle and dispersed. The daimio fled to Tatebaya- 
shi. Itakura Iga was in the castle, having some time 
previously surrendered to the Hikone forces, and he fell 
into the hands of the " rebels," in whose complete pos- 
session the town of Utsunomiya now was. 

The ** rebel '' leader, Otori Keiske, was an excellent 
strategist and manoeuvred his men with the greatest ease. 
Most of the troops at his disposal had been drilled by 
Frenchmen, so that their good discipline and valour 
caused much trouble to the " loyal " forces. The latter 
were accustomed to look upon him as equivalent to a 
whole nation of enemies. 

Although the clans of the neighbourhood had all 
joined the *' loyal " forces after the battles of Oyama and 
Takei, their men were usually defeated by the enemy 
owing to their wearing armour and using only swords and 
spears. The " rebels " were therefore enabled to occupy all 
the most important positions one after the other. An ap- 
peal for aid was therefore made to Itabashi and Tedo. 

(59) On the bonndAry o£ Mntsn And Shimotenke, xx99X a place 
called Ikar, between Waknmatsu and Utsnnomiya. 
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The Imperial court prepared to despatch reiuforcemeuts, 
and the order to march was given to the troops of Sa- 
tsama, Clioshiu, Ogaki, Tosa and Inshiu. Thej started 
forthwith, and, having effected a junction with the troops 
of the local clans at Mibu, attacked Utsumomija in force 
on the morning of the 14th. The "rebel'* forces issued 
forth from the castle to a distance of about one ri to 
resist the " loyal " army, which advanced to engage them at 
Yasudzuka. Upon this the " rebels " suddenly fell upon 
the rear of the vanguard, composed of Satsuma and Ogaki 
troops, by a bye-road, and the bullets fell like hail, so that 
the ** loyal " forces were almost routed. But a detachment 
of their fellow clansmen coming up to their aid from the 
town of Suzume-no-miya, they were enabled to rally, and 
finally put the- " rebels " to flight. TlieJatter then occupied 
the castle and the temples of Miojin and Hachiman, 
whence they discharged their cannon, and the ** loyal " 
forces surrounding them on all sides responded to their 
fire. The discharges from both sides shook the whole 
country round, and the smoke rose up to heaven in such 
volumes that no man could distinguish his neighbour's 
face. At six o'clock in the evening the ** rebels " still 
nijvintained their position and kept up a cannonade 
ag?\inst the " loyal " troops, many of whom were killed and 
wounded. Kawada Sakuma, an Inshiu captain, became 
enraged,, and said : ** I am profoundly indignant that 
so many of our soldiers should be lost for the sake of a 
herd of rebels. We will exterminate them before the 
suu sets and take the castle. Hero, all of you exert 
yourselves." So saying, he shouted loud, and endeavour- 
ed to inspire the rest with the enthusiasm he felt. The 
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InsLiu troops were excited to desperation, and climbing 
up into the castle, captured one of its faces. At ihis 
moment tlie general attack became fiercer, and the ** rebels '* 
giving way, the castle and both temples were • desei'ted 
simultaneously by their occupants, who broke through 
the attacking line, and fled to Nikko. By the tinie the 
" loyal " forces recovered the castle, the sun had set. It is 
said that the ** rebels" were enabled to make such a 
determined stand because deserters from neighbouring 
clans had joined them, and the "loyal" forces were sore 
fatigued after the assault. 

Even after this Otori Keiske- made frequent sallies 
from the vicinity of Nikko. The Tosa troops encountered 
him at Imaichi without any decisive result. Shortly 
afterwards the ** loyal " forces inflicted a severe defeat on 
the "rebels," most of whom dispersed, and Otori was com- 
pelled to take refuge in Aidzu with the few men who 
still remained to him. 

Soma time earlier a number of runaway vassals of the 
Tokugawa family had taken up a position at Kisaradzu 
in Kadzusa, where they collected large quantities of 
provisions. The Miya Commander-in-chief despatched 
troops to attack them, upon which they advanced to the 
town of Funahashi. At this moment the Bizen troops 
happened to be at Yawata ; those of Todo were at Kai- 
dzuka ; the Chikuzen men at Giotoku, and the Sadowara 
troops at Kamagaya. Before dawn on the 15th of June 
the ** rebels " suddenly sallied forth and attacked the 
quarters occupied by Todo and Bizen, to the gi*eat dis- 
comfiture of those clans. The *' rebels " profited by the 
advantage thus gained to pour in a heavy fire, the two 
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clans retre&ting as they fought. In this way the pursuit 
continued as far as the ferry at Ichikawa, where many of 
the clansmen were drowned in their hurry to reach the 
boats. As soon as the Sadownra troops heard the sound 
of artillery they started from Samagaya, but were in- 
tercepted on their march by another " rebel " detachment. 
They <K>ncealed themselves in a field of millet, and throw- 
ing out skirmishers, fired with steady aim at the " rebels," 
many of whom fell. They iben opened fire with a mortar 
and put the remainder to flight. At this moment the 
main body of the *' rebels " had defeated the " loyal " forces 
at Yawata and Kaidzuka, and having quartered themselves 
at Funabashi, were taking their food. The Sadowara 
troops, after having ascertained this by means of spies, 
separated into three bodies ; one -of which advanced along 
the seashore to the rear of Funahashi, while a second 
took the main rcad and the third proceeded along a bye- 
path. In this way they suddenly surprised the place, and 
the "rebels" defended themselves in wild confusion. 
Fortunately the Chikuzeu, Todo and Bizen troops came 
charging up, and they all attacked the ** rebels" in con- 
junction. As the latter fought in the most desperate 
manner, the "loyal" forces set fire to the town, and 
burnt their den. The smoke and flames filled the sky, 
and the '* rebels " falling finally into confusion, fled iu all 
directions. Three days after this all the runaway troops 
in Kadziisa had been annihilated. 

During this month ISanj6 Sadaish6 was residing at 
Yedo in the quality of Kamatstila.^ The Imperial Court 

(6i>) This was a temporary office, creuted for the moment. It would 
bo tzanslated oensur ia Cliiua^ bat as tlicro in no rerl Eogliah equiva- 
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made Tayasu Kamenoske* successor to the headship of 
the Tokugawa family, and the decree of investment was 
conveyed to him by the KansataM. The reason of this 
proceeding was that the ex-Shogun had already given 
satisfactory proofs of repentance. Ths value of the fief 
was, however, not yet determined, and his retainers mm*- 
mured loudly. When Katsu Awa became so frequent a 
visitor to the ** loyal" army, as before narrated, those 
who entertained violent opinions had been offended with 
his proceedings, and had secretly plotted to assassinate 
him ; and when the castle, together with all the munitions 
of war, had afterwards to be given up, they were more 
displeased than ever. Hereupon they assumed the name 
of SIi6gitai (lity. the Band which makes duty clear) and 
seized Toyeizan.®^ The chief members of the Tokugawa 
family had for generations been buried at Kuanyeiji, and 
it is also said to have been intended for emergencies like 
the present. Having seized upon the person of liinnoji 
no Miya,t these seditious persons thought they could 
devise something. The Shitlo Kakuo-In pretended to be 
perfectly qualified to judge of right conduct and duty, and 
taking upon himself to find fault with the late proceedings 
of the Imperial Court, completely deceived the Miya, and 
obtained his sanction to the doings of the seditious ones. 
The Aidzu clan and samurai belonging to other clans 
of the Kuanto assisted with their moral support, and 

leut it is best to retain the Bative term. 

(61) The name of the park at Uy^no which contAins the cemeteries 
of several of the Tokugawa Shoguns. It is also called Kuanyeiji. 

[* A son of Tayasu Yosiyori (Chunagon afore mentioned); then 
only six years old, afterwards named lesato.] 

[t Afterwards Prince Kita-Sirokawa Yosihisa.] 
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the seditious gained confidence. They invited men to 
enlist and repaired their arms. Many of the runaway 
troops, who had been hiding in Yedo since their defeat, 
and low fellows who were out of employment, spread the 
news and came to join, in hopes of filling their bellies 
for the moment. There is no law or order amongst a 
heterc^neous body of this sort (lit. a collection of tiles, 
an assemblage of rooks). When they walked forth for 
amusement they carried long swords in their girdles, wore 
high clogs, put on the airs of swashbucklers, and swag- 
gered as much as possible. The "loyal" troops wore a 
piece of brocade sewn on to their clothes as a mutual 
sigu, and the inhabitants of the city used to ridicule 
them in secret, calling them ' shreds of brocade * (Kingire), 
If the sliogitai met with a ' shred of brocade ' in the 
streets, they immediately heaped all manner of insults 
upon him, or attacked and killed him with their swords. 
A large number of "loyal" soldiers were murdered in 
this way. The townspeople all feared the prowess of th^ 
ShSgitai, who became highly elated, and the indignation 
of the troops of the various clans was so strong that 
they petitioned for leave to inflict chastisement. The 
Miya commander-in-chief and the Kansatsushi issued an 
order to the Tokugawa family to disband the troops col- 
lected at Toyeizan, but the Shdgitai refused to obey. The 
Imperial court then summoned Rinnuji no Miya, with the 
object of reasoning with him, but Hakuo-In interfered, 
and prevented him from attending. It then became 
necessary for the G)urfc to issue orders for an attack to 
be made upon the ShSgitai. Omura Masujir6, the chief 
director of Military Affairs, was taken into council, and 
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it was he who assigned to the diiFerent divisions the 
points which they were to attack. Satsuma, Hjgo and 
Inshiu advanced from Yushima, Choshiu, Hizen, Chikugo, 
Omura and Sadowara from Hongo, arid besides these 
Bizen, T6d6, Awa, Owari, Kishin, Geishru, and Ohikuzen 
had various posts given to them. The "rebels" having 
heard t>f the plans, several 'hundred of them profited by 
the night of the '3rd July to mate their escape. 

On the morning of the 4tH, just as day was begin- 
ning to break, the "loyal ^ forces made a simultaneous 
advance upon Toyeizah. The '* rebels " had previously 
takeij quantities of salcey and uader ' its influence they 
iiiade a vigorous charge out of the gate, which caused 
the " loyal " forces to retire on Hirokoji.*'-^ Under cover 
of a violent storm of rain and wind ^vhich prevailed at 
the time the latter fought with enthusiasm, and having 
finally made a breach at one corner of the Black Gate, 
put the " rebels '* to flight. Kaku6-In and his friends 
were dismayed, and taking the Miya with them barely 
escaped with their lives by a bye-path, seeking conceal- 
ment in the town. Another body of " rebels " had oc- 
cupied Sanno Yama^^ whence they fired down on the 
"loyal" forces. The troops of Satsuma and other clans 
thereupon climbed into the trees, and fired up at them. 
The bullets of the "rebels " fell like hail, and a large 
number of men were knocked over, but the ** loyal " forces 
kept on bringing up' fresh men, and succeeded at last in 
driving the " rebels '' from their position. The ** rebels '* 

(02) The wide atreet leading np to the main. gate. 
(63) An elevated, spot in tlie grounds of TGyeizun w hero stood a 
shrine to the Shitd deity Sanno. 
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then occupied the liond5 (Chief Hall) of the monastery, 
and endeavoured to defend themselves, but the ** loyal" 
forces set it on fire, compelling them to escape in a body. 
The ** loyal" forces at Nedzu and Dango-zaka were lying 
in wait, and completely annihilated them. During this 
engagement most of the part of the town in the immediate 
vicinity of T6y€izan fell .a prey to the flames. The Itondo 
continued to bjirn - with incr^'^siug fierceness during the 
night, aud the smoke and flames rose tip to the sky; 
it was not till ten o'clock at night that the conflagration 
ceased. Fear fell upon all men, and the inhabitants of 
the city when they saw the * shreds of brocade/ com- 
municated their awe to each other, so that the * shreds 
of brocade,' at last commanded respect throughout Yedo. 
Shortly afterwards the Imperial Court fixed the amount 
of the Tokugawa fief. Seven hundred thousand hoku of 
land in Suruga, Totomi, Oshiu and Dewa were granted to 
the clan, while the retainers were deprived of their titles. 
Before the amount of the fief was determined thie retainers 
of the Tokugawa family had expected that three million 
hoTcn would be granted, or two million at least, so that 
when the decree was isstied they were filled with con- 
sternation, and all said that tlie* Shogitm had really 
ruined the business. 

Some time before this Hayashi Shonosiike, in concert 
with the runawayi3, had departed to his fief at the head 
of several hundred men, and now occupied!^ the pass of 
Hakone. The Imperiail Court despatched two of its Mili- 
tary Inspectors named "Nakai and Mikuiho to Odawara, 
to attack Hayashi and his conipanions with the troops of 
that clan; but the Odawara people secretly aided Haya- 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 HISTOBY OF JA^AN. 



shi, and having l^illed Nakai, expelled Mikumo froin ilie 
town. The Imperial Court immediately march^ it^ 
armies against Odawara to demand satisfaotion^ to the 
great alarm of its clan, which found itself perfectly help- 
less. It put the ringleaders to death, and begged for 
mercy on the condition of attacking Hayashi^aiid his 
companions, but the latter shortly afterwaords escaped by 
sea to the north. The Imperial Court deprived Odawara 
of a portion of its territory, and pardoned its pflfence, 
after which the eight provinces of the Kuanto became 
quiet again. . . 

During this moniJi the Court announced to the Toku- 
gawa family, that, as a special act of grace, it would 
take into its service the remaining retainers. This was 
followed by the submission of a large number of them. 

Before this an expedition had been despatched to 
attack Aidzu. The troops of Kaga, Owari, Satsuma, 
Choshiu, JSchizen, Matsushiro and Matsumoto advanced 
f I'om the Echigo side, while other detachments of Satsuma 
and Choshiu, with the troops of Ogaki and Oshi, ad- 
vanced by way of Shirakawa in Oshiu. The runaway 
soldiers of Tokugawa, together with the troops of Aidzu, 
Seudai, Tanagura, Nakamura and other clans, had oc- 
cupied the castle of Shirakawa, and defended their 
position with vigour. Tlie '* loyal " forces engaged them 
Ivotly, and, after experiencing an average loss in killied 
and wounded, succeeded in taking the place. This was 
followed by the general submission of the surrounding 
district. Shortly afterwards the " rebel " army attacked 
Shirakawa in great force, and defeating the '* loyal"! 
forces^ occupied the castle. 
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About the same time some fonr hitndted tiioops of the 
Mito dan, under the leadership of lobikawa and Asaina, 
two of the ^wicked party/ joiued the <' rebel'* army in 
Echigo. The ''rebels " were in occupation of the Castle of 
Nagaoka, Ochiya and oilier places, and their strengtli was 
increasing daily ; bat the '* loyal " forces attacked them at 
Ochiya and put them to flight. Detachments were then 
posted at various points, some on the opposite side of the 
Shjinano-gawa, while others held the Enoki pass, Mioken 
and Kanagura-yama. The Enoki pass is veiy fiteep ; on 
the left it commands the Shinano-gawa, while on tlie right 
it lies close to Eanagura-yama, in the direct road to 
Nagaoka. This pass had hitlierto been occupied by the 
" rebels,'' but they were expelled from it by the Matsushiro 
and Owari troops. Tlie ** loyal" forces then advanced 
on Nagaoka from all dd^ but the '< rebels " fought stoutly 
for several days in «uocossion, without the victory dedar- 
ing itself for either side. After an interval of ten days, 
the *' rebels " surrounded Mioken and the Enoki pass in 
great force, which places wei'e defended by the troops of 
fiatsuma, Ghoshiu, Owari and Uyeda. The " loyal " forces 
on the eastern bank of the river, being thus cut off from 
their supports, were left alone in a positic^u of great peril. 
The Military Counsellors Euroda liidsuke and Yama- 
gata Kioske picked out the best men from the troops on 
the right bank, and sent them to fall upon the ** rebels " 
in front and rear. Profiting by the morning mists the 
captains Miyoshi Guntaro,* Hori Seutaro and Takeda Jiu- 
zaemon started in command of two hundred Chdshiu and 

[* This CfadhQ man was liient. Qen. Visoonnt. Miyoei Sigeomi.] 
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Takata troops, ^ with gags in their mouths/^* and cross- 
ed the river Ohikuma-gawa. Heavy rain had fallen lor 
some weeks previously and the river was so swollen that 
the boats were nearly upset. The men had great difficul- 
ty in reaching the opposite bank, but landed without loss 
of time and attacked the ** rebel " earthworks.. Great con- 
fusion ensued, and the "rebels" hastily abandoned their 
position. The *' loyal " forces then took possession of the 
artillery, and turned it on the " rebels," several tens of 
whom fell. At the same moment three hundred men of 
the Satsuma and other clans crossed from UyesMta-mura, 
took a /'rebel redoubt, and put the occupants to flight. 
The rest of the forces then crossed the river, and the 
loyal troops from the Biioki pass and Mioken also 
hastening up, the ** rebel" army fell into great confusion. 
The ** loyal" troops then advanced simultaneously with 
drums beating, and the " rebels," after burning the castle, 
retreated to Tochio by a byeroad, taking the daimid of 
Nagaoka with them. The "loyal" army occupied the town 
at noon. 

, Upon the news of the reverse at Shiraka\ya being 
brought to Yedo the Imperial Court despatched the troq^ 
of Inshiu, Bizen, Omura, Yanagawa,. Sadowara and 
Kasama as reinforcements, and upon their arrival joint 
attack was made by the whole army. The ** rebels " were 
dismayed, and throwing down their arms took to flight. 
In the 6fch month (July 20— Aug. 17) the castle was 
at last retaken by the " loyal " forces. The road to 
Shirakawa being very hilly the possession of the place 
carried with it great advantages both for oflfence and 
(6i) This is a Gbmese metaphor, not warranted by Japanese practice. 
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defence, and it was on this account that the two armies 
.contested it so hotly. 

Having thus taken the castle of Shirakawa, the "loyal*' 
forces proceeded to strengthen its defences, with the ob- 
ject of advancing on Aidzii witli the least possible dehty. 
The "rebels" on their side being strongly posted at the 
castles of Tanagura and Iwakidaira, tliey then separated 
iuto two divisions, one of which advanced by way of 
Hata, while the other took the high road. About day- 
break on the 12th August they closed in upon the castle 
of Tanagura, and after spending some time in bombarding 
it, captured it at two o'clock iu the afternoon. The " rebels " 
thereupon concentrated their best troops at Iwakidaira, 
and they maintained such a bold front that the "loyal*' 
army was almost unable to advance. In the seventh 
month (August 18— -September 15) the Military Adviser 
Kawada Sakuma and his officers determined on a plan for 
making the attack witli the combined forces of all the 
clans. The Inshiu, Yanagawa, Sadowara and Bizen 
troops advanced by Yumoto ; another body of Yanagawa 
troops with those of Satsuma, Chdshiu and Omura taking 
the Onahama road. Before dawn on the 30th August 
they approached Iwakidaira, but the " rebels *' having 
obtained information beforehand, had left the castle 
and thrown up a battery about a ri distant. The Inshiu, 
Yanagawa and other troops nevertheless attacked and 
put them to flight, after which they advanced towards 
the castle. The " rebels " had erected a stockade outside 
the gate and discharged a volley of musketry from 
behind it on the Yanagawa troops, but the latter make 
a spirited attack, and forced their way in. The Satsuma 
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troops also captured the outer ring of the easile. Still 
the " rebels " kept up an artillery fire from the other end 
of the bridge. A hundred and fifty Yanagawa men 
crept secretly along the beams which supported it and 
suddenly fell on the right wing of the "rebels," while 
others of the ** loyal '* troops advanced along the bridge. 
The " rebels " now gave way and retreated into the keep, 
followed closely by the "loyal " forces, who attacked them 
in their stronghold. The defence was stout, and the 
thunder of the artillery resounded on all sides, enough to 
crumble heaven and earth into ruins. As night had come 
on the " loyal ** army withdrew to a secure position outside 
the castie, intending to renew the attack on the following 
day, but about twelve o'clock in the night flames burst out 
in the keep with great violence, and when the ''loyal" forces 
hastened together to the spot they could not find a single 
" rebel " soldier. During the fight of the previous day the 
"i-ebels " had resisted to the utmost of their strength, and 
had exhausted nearly all thdir powder ; but before their 
resistance had lasted tw^ve hours the " loyal " forces had 
assembled on the outside of tiie castle. They recognized 
the consequent uselessness of trying to continue the de- 
fence, and therefore fled eastwards along the seashore- 
road, after setting fire to the castle. The " loyal " forces 
thus obtained command of the whole neighbourhood. 
Iwakidaira is famed for having a stronger position than 
any other place in Oshiu or Dewa ; it is convenient to 
defi^nd but difficult to attack. To this cause was ascribed 
the fact that the " loyal " forces lost more than thiB 
"rebels" in killed and wounded. 

At this moment Ninnaji no Rliya, accompanied by the 
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two Court nobles Saionji and Mibu, was in Ecbigo at the 
bead of tJie forces, Laving been appointed Commander-in- 
chief of the Expedition for the chastisement of Aidzu. 
The army occupied Nagaoka, and was engaged in throw- 
ing up earth works in the vicinity. On the side of the 
" rebek " also gi*eat activity was displayed in the construc- 
tion of fortifications close opposite, which were manned 
by runaway Tokugawa soldiers, and by the troops of the 
Aidzu, Tonezawa, Nagaoka and other clans, and* they 
completely blocked up the roads. Cannonading went on 
every day without any decisive result. A council of war 
was held by the ** loyal " forces on the 10th of September, 
at which it was decided to break through the " rebel " 
lines and to march on Aidzu. The points at which each 
division was to attack were duly laid down, and as it had 
been reported that another division of the." loyal'' forces 
had landed from a large war vessel somewhere in, the 
territory of Shibata, the whole army lay down to take a 
slight sleep, with the intention of taking the field on the 
morrow at day-break. The ** rebels" were however per- 
fectly acquainted with this plan, and in the middle of tlie 
night they sent a body of picked troops to attack tli6 m€fet 
exposed earthworks. Profiting by the disorder (treated 
amongst the *' loyal " troops by their vigorous musketry 
and artilleiy fire they advanced upon Nagaoka,_the garrison 
of which, on hearing the sound of firing, supposed it to 
be a signal that their own side was attacking the "rebels," 
and made ready to march. Soon fires burst out in all 
directions and the sound of firing gradually approached; 
and they were astounded when the scouts reported, say- 
ing : /the ?* rebel " troops have advanced to the J|,ltaclc./ 
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The ''rebels" arrived immedifttely afterwards, and falling 
violently on tlie ** loyal " iroops, inflicted a severe defeat 
on them. IbUowing up tbeir advantage, they pnr&ued the 
fugitives and hurled them into the river. A-large number 
of the "loyal" troops were thus killed. Shortly after- 
wards the day broke, and the '< rebel " troops succeeded in 
i*ecovering Nagaoka. From the moment of the capture 
of this town by the " loyal " army the towns-people had 
been in constaitt communication with the " rebel " fc^xses, 
and kept them daily informed of what went on in the 
** loyal" army, and on tlie occasion of this battle tbey 
liad been paiibularly useful in this way, wlricb was be- 
lieved to be the cause of the marked success of the 
•* rebels." 

On the 12th, one part of the ''loyal " army collected 
at the Enoki pass and at Miokenzaka, while tlie other 
occupied the left bank of the Shinano-gawa. They busied 
themselves in constructing batteries on the edge of the 
river, and in fighting the "rel)els." The latter pr^>ared 
to cross the river in great force and to come to close 
quarters, and the " loyal " army had great difficulty in 
maintaining its ground. Some proposed to i^etreat 
over the Mikimi pass in order to elude the " rebels " 
while they were fresli, and attack them when they became 
exhausted, but the military adviser Yamagata replied: 
"To 'retreat a single step at the pi*esent juncture would 
be simply encouraging the " rebels," while every step we 
take ia advance disconcerts their plans. Why need we 
consider that our strategy has failed because of a single 
reverse? I am informed that the Shirakawa army has 
already taken possession of the surrounding country and 
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is daily forcing its way further into Mutsu and Dewa. 
I am of opinion that these slaves must look to their rear, 
and that they cannot long hold out. Do you gentlemen 
strive your hardest." A plan for renewing the attack 
was then determined on, while the " rebels " rendered com- 
placent by their victoiy of the previous day, were gradual- 
ly relaxing their vigilance. 

At day-break on the morning of the 15th the " loyal " 
forces profited by a dense fog to reconnoitre the *' rebel '* 
camp from Mioken, and ascertained that the ** mbels " 
were still asleep. Upon this they di*ew their swords, and 
rushed in, hacking about them on all sides, and killing 
several tens of the "rebels.** They then poured in a 
vigorous fire with their muskets, and the blood of the 
defeated ** rebels" dyed the earth. The ** loyal" forces 
then appeared on all sides, and advanced on Nagaoka 
with shouts, throwing the ** rebels" into complete confusion. 
Having fired the town in every quarter, they opened fire 
with th'e artillery, and the dismayed *' rebels " fled out 
of the place, which the ** loyal" army fcucceeded in 
occupying. Those of the inhabitants who had been in 
communication with the ** rebels " were arrested without 
exception, and condemned lo death. The town of Na- 
gaoka had been so frequently fired by the soldiery since 
the fifth month (June 20 — July 19) that the castlo and 
streets had been almost entirely destroyed, leaving no- 
thing but a wide and desolate waste. 

During this month the name of Tedo was changed 
to T6ki&.'» 

(65) Or Tokei, aaother pronanciation. It is possible that this 
chango, apparently so unnecossary, was made in order to facilitate the 
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A short time before these events three commanders 
of the Aidzu expedition, namely the Court nobles Kuj6, 
Sawa and Daigo, had proceeded by different roads into 
Mutsn and Dewa, accompanied by eighty Satsama and 
Choshiu soldiers, to assume the direction of the clans in 
those provinces, but most of the clans mistrasted them, 
and they were unable to enforce their orders. The troops 
of Akita, Tsugaru and Ikoma alone obeyed them. When 
the Aidzu clan first withdrew to its territory, it com- 
menced making preparations for war, and the prince of 
Shouai also gave orders to his clan to give secret moral 
support to Aidzu. The Akita and Ikoma troops con- 
sequently had several encounters with Shonai, in which 
they were usually defeated. Shortly afterward the runa- 
way Tokugawa soldiers, in combination with deserters 
from Sendai and the Sh6nai trooj)s, invaded the territory 
of Akita, whicli complained to Kujo, who, witli Daigo, 
was at this moment at Sendai. The Sendai and Yon^zawa 
clans, on receiving orders to join the expedition' against 
Aidzu, had despatched troops to the frontier, where 
they received letters from Aidzu imploring their pity. 
They consequently withdrew their troops, and having 
assembled a conference at Shiraishi of Nambu, Niwa, 
Miharu and seven other clans, entered into a league, tlie 
object of which was to obtain the pardon of Aidzu, as set 
forth in a joint petition which they addressed to Kujo. The 

Mikado's removal from Kidto, by familiarizicg the people with the idea 
of two capitals, an eastern and a western one. Thorgh the name Eidto 
has been retained as the official designation of the ancient residence 
of the sovereign, it is more often called Saikid, or Western Capital, by 
all classes, in contradistinction to Tdkio, thns proving that the object, if 
there was one, has been attained. 
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Military Counsellors replied: **If Aidzu sincerely wished 
to beg pardon for his offence, he would' give material 
proof of submissiveness by surrendering his castle and 
liandiog over his arms. But instead of acting thus, he 
has detached troops to the castles in the neighbourhood, 
and is straining even now to strengthen his, defences, 
thus offering resistance to the Loyal Army. At the 
same time he sends in letters, palliating his errors and 
imploring pity. Is this the proper way to ask pardon 
for offences ? And do the clans consider this right ? 
We have also heard that samurai of the Sendai and 
other clans have secretly joined the rebel army in large 
numbers." They therefore rejected the letter without 
taking any notice of it, and gave orders to march the 
troops against Aidzu, Sendai, Touezawa and tjie other 
clans were decidedly unwilling to obey, and the seditious 
clansmen grew angry, saying: ** The generals were will- 
ing to grant our request, but the Military Advisers have 
interfered and prevented their doing so. They make use 
of the Imperial Court as a tool for the execution of their 
own schemes, and their treasonable practices will be 
punished as they deserve." They then assassinated the 
Military Adviser Sera, and published the list of crimes 
of which they accused him, in order to stir up Nambu 
and the otlier clans to resistance. Great excitement was 
the result, and the clans took counsel together to aid 
Aidzu in concert. The commotion spread far and wide. 
Itujo and his companions thereupon quitted Sendai and 
came to Morioka, but as this clan had joined the league, 
the soldiers carried off Kujo and Daigo, and took refuge 
in Akita, where they found Sawa. Having consulted 
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together tliey despatched a secret messenger to Tedo with 
information of the alarming state of aflfairs. The Imperial 
Court was profoundly alarmed. All the daimiSs of Mutsu 
and Dewa were deprived of their titles, and orders having 
been issued to chastise them, troops were moved forward 
in increasing numters. Kinnoji no Mija and Kaku6-In, 
who had absconded some time before, were in the north, 
and they now entered Sendai, whei*e they were acknowl- 
edged by the clan. The confederated clans became more 
confident, and breaking oflf all relations with the " loyal " 
array, at last advanced upon Akita. This clan, left en- 
tirely to itself, was in imminent danger of being defeated 
and crushed, but the troops of Satsuma, Tosa, 'Hizen, 
Shimabara and Hirado arrived shortly afterwards, and 
the "loyal'' army recovered its strength in a great 
measure. Kujo and the others, finding themselves sur- 
rounded by enemies ajid obliged to wander about and 
undergo all sorts of hardships, had been in a yery un- 
comfortable position, so that they now felt as if they had 
been restored to life. 

The ** loyal " army in Akiia, being now recruited, 
daily made excursions into the neighbourhood, which con- 
sequently had to submit. The other divisions also daily 
advanced further into the enemy's territory, and captured 
both Nihommatsu and Miharu. The troops of Sendai, 
Nambu, Yonezawa and Slionai made an obstinate resist- 
ance, but the " loyal " army, after some hard fighting, 
succeeded in taking Komagamine in the Sendai territory. 
At the same time detachments were sent by the different 
divisions to attack Nambu, Yonezawa and Shonai, but 
the rebels resisted so sturdily that the ** loyal" army met 
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with frequent reverses. Bat not long afterwards tlie 
" rebels " began to feel disheartened at the defeats which 
they had sustained in Echigo and at Shirakawa, while 
the <* lojal " army was everywhere triumphant^ and began 
to close iu upon Sendai and the other three clans. 

In the eighth month (September 16— October 15) 
Kayo no Miya was deprived of his patent of nobility. 
This Prince, who harboured schemes of his own, had been 
in communication with the Kuanto from tha time of Toku- 
gawa £eiki's flight to the east, and had sent secret mes- 
sengei-s to him. Keiki, liowever, injected his overturas, 
and returned no answer. When the Prince's intrigues 
were discovered, he was banished to Geishiu. Kayo no 
Miya is the same person as the In no Miya.* 

During Keiki's residence in Mito fighting continued 
to go on in the inunediate vicinity, and it was falsely 
rumoured that the seditious intended to mim liis person ; 
so that he had reason to fear new complications. The 
retainers of the Tokugawa family being now^ settled on the 
fief in Suroga, Keiki sent in a memcaial, praying for leave 
to remove to Sumpu, and the Imperial Court granted liis 
request. He at once removed thither, and remained there 
in strict seclusion. 

During this month Enomoto Kamajiro, Matsudaira 
Taio and Arai Ikunosuke, with Nagai Oemba at their 
head, carried off the Eaijo, Eaiten, Banriu, Bbinsoku, 
Ohogei, Taiko and Howo, seven vessels in all, from tiie 
8hinagawa anchorage. The Imperial Court had at first 
intended to take possession of all the war-yessel9 belong- 
ing to the Tokugawa family, but Enomoto and his friends 
[* Of. p. 51.] 
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petitioned to be allowed to keep them, so tliat the Court 
was obliged to be content with the Fujisan and three 
others, bestowing the Kaiyo Mara and the rest upon the 
Tokugawa family. Euomoto was a skilled navigator, and 
the officers under his command were also experienced in 
their profession. The -Kaiyo Maru, of which he was 
captain, carried twenty-six guns, and the engines were of 
400 horsepower*; she was solidly constructed and well- 
equipped, and had the reputation of being the finest 
vessel in Japan. Presuming on the possession of such a 
ship, the naval men had constantly found fault with, the 
submissiveness of the chief of the clan. When the ** Drill- 
ed Troops '* deserted from Yedo, Enomoto, who happened 
to be lying off Shinagawa, secretly entered into combina- 
tion with them, and they promised to assist each other 
\^hen the opportunity should arrive. When he and his 
companion^ heard of the rising of the confederated clans 
inL Mutsu and'Dewa they took counsel together, saying: 
" Who in the empire can resist us, being in command of 
such a powerful war- vessel ? It will be perfectly easy for 
us to roam at will over the sea, and lend aid to the land 
forces." So they sent in a letter to the Court, in which 
the necessity of pacifying the crews was given as the 
pretext for leaving, and then departed. The Tokugawa- 
family sent a despatch-vessel in pursuit, but being unable 
to overtake them, handed in the letter to the Imperial 
Court. The Court was violently angry, and severely cen- 
sured the Tokugawa family for the haughty and insolent 
language of' the document. The Tokugawa family was at 
its wit's end. The Court then declared Enomoto and his 
companions to be x:)irates, and in communicating this to 
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the representatives of foreign countries, desired them to 
hold no communication with the ships. A proclamation was 
also issued to the people, interdicting them from furnish- 
ing supplies to tlio runaway vessels. 

By this time the ** loyal." army, having occupied Ni- 
hommatsu, was attacking Seudai and the other clans with 
separate detachments. It advanced every day further into 
the enemy's territory, but without taking any notice of 
Aidzu. The Aidzu clan and the runaway soldiers held 
all the roads in that district, and continued strengthening 
their position. The Military advisers Ijichi and Itagaki 
took counsel together, saying : " Aidzu is the root of the 
rebellion, while Sendai and the other clans are but the 
leaves and branches. If you pursue the leaves and 
branches and neglect the root, they will spring up again 
as often as we destroy them. The best plan would be 
to disturb the root, for if that once moves, the leaves 
and branches will wither of themselves. Besides, thirty 
days from this the castle of Wakamatsu will be deep in 
snow, and the cold will be so intense that the army will 
be unable to advance. We must lose no time." So leav- 
ing the other clans to act against Sendai and its con- 
federates, they started from Nihommatsu on the 7th of 
October, at the head of the Satsuma, Choshiu, Tosa, 
Ogaki and Omura troops, and marched in the direction 
of the Katanari pass, which forms the boundary between 
the fiefs of Aidzu and Nihommatsu, The '' rebels*' had 
previously constructed a battery on the summit of the 
pass, and as the troops advanced they opened fire. The 
"loyal" forces put them to flight in the first engagement, 
and captured Inawashiro on the same day. Having con- 
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structed a temporary bridge in place of the bridge at the 
side of the lake, whiph the "rebels'* had destroyed iu 
order to stop the way, they crossed the river, and routed 
the troops which were stationed on the Takizawa pass. 
On the 8th, they entered pell-mell into the town of 
Wakamatsu, and straightway took the outer ring of the 
castle. The " rebels " were taken by surprise, and said : 
" Has the enemy flown here ? " and retired within the 
castle in a body. The Aidzu clan had stationed large 
bodies of' troops at Aidzugawa, Shonai, Fujiwara, Sando- 
goya and other passes to meet the attack of the "loyal" 
army, and trusting to the precipitous character of the 
Inawashiro pass had only detached a few tens to that 
place, so that the " loyal '' army, profiting by their weakness 
at this point, quite took tlie " rebels " aback. Advancing 
upon the town, it bombarded the castle day after day, so 
as to crush the spirit of the •* rebels," and give time for 
the remaining divisions to come up. When the •* rebel " 
detachments who were scattered about to hold the other 
passes heard that the ^* loyal " army had entered the 
town of Wakamatsu they abandoned their posts and fled 
to the castle. 

Early on the morning of the 10th the garrison sallied 
forth in great numbers and attacked the ** loyal " forces, 
defeating them completely and killing many. The mili- 
tary advisors thei'efore dispersed their troops for a while, 
and the ** rebels," not venturing to follow them up, retired 
into the castle. The *' loyal " army then reassembled, 
but was a second time routed by the garrison, who at- 
tacked it about noon. At the same moment, however, a 
detachment of the '^lo^^al" array fell upon the rear of 
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the ** rebels " and created great confusiou. This enabled 
it to rally and inflict a severe defeat on the garrison, 
which retreated into the castle. 

On the same day the troops of Owari, Eishia, Hizen^ 
etcetera, advancing from Shirakawa, and those of Geishiu, 
Utsunomiya, Otawara, etcetera, advancing from Fujiwara, 
attacked the ** rebel " troops whom they encountered on 
their line of march, and entered the town of Wakamatsu 
by dusk. At twelve o'clock at night the garrison steal- 
thily assaulted the camp of the ** loyal " army, which 
repulsed them after some hard fighting. These nocturnal 
sorties became henceforth matters of frequent occurrence, 
and the " loyal " army had hard work to defend itself. 

At this moment the ** loyal " army in Echigo advanced 
upon Aidzugawa with the object of entering Wakamatsu. 
The ** rebels " had constructed a line of posts twenty miles 
in length on the opposite side of the river, which the 
*' loyal " forces, after some desperate fighting, succeeded 
in turning. But the " rebels " put forth their strength, 
and fought so hard that they managed to keep the road 
effectually barred. Shortly afterwards the " loyal *' army 
which was at Wakamatsu advanced upon the " rebels *' 
at Aidzu-gawa, and drew off their attention, thus giving 
the " loyal " army of Echigo an opportunity, of which 
it availed itself to defeat the "rebels." The latter there- 
fore abandoned their positions and reached the castle of 
Wakamatsu by bye-roads. On the 25th October the 
whole of tlie ** loyal " army of Echigo entered the town of . 
Wakamatsu, and effected a junction with the other di- 
visions. The "loyal" army was therefore in great force. 
Tliat division of it which had advanced from Nihommatsu 
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had captured Tenneiji-yama, close to the castle in a com- 
manding position. Field pieces were at once placed in 
position and a cannonade directed upon the interior of 
the fortress. The garrison defended themselves stoutly, 
and replied to the fire, so thiat the "loyal" forces found 
it necessary to construct another battery over against the 
southeast corner of the castle, from which they kept up 
a vigorous bombardment. 

On the night of the 28th the garrison made a sortie in 
force to the east of the castle and sui*prised the "loyal" 
army, which, owing to its ignorance of the locality, was 
defeated and dispersed^ with great loss both in killed and 
wounded. On the following morning the ** loyal " army 
bombarded the castle with shell, hitting the towers and 
keep with destiTictive effect. A large number of the gar- 
rison were killed by the fragraeilts, and the inmates of 
the castle were aghast. Nevertheless the garrison flew 
kites over the castle, in order to convey the idea that 
tljoy had plenty of kisure for amusement. Not long 
afterwaixis the division which lay on tlie west of the Cas- 
tle pressed up and cannonaded it, but the garrison repliied 
with such eftectas to lay many of the ** loyal " troops low. 

On the 30th the whole army made a combined advance 
on the castle, thus preventing the garrison from making 
any more sorties. The Military Advisers Ijichi, Yama- 
gata and Itagaki took counsel together, Sfiying : /'When 
an army advances far from its base into a mountainous 
country, and continues this long, calamities are not un- 
likely to befall it. The best plan would be to assault 
the castle boldly, scaling it in a body, and so settle the 
question of victory or defeat." Tliey then assigned to 
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each division the point at which it should make the 
attack. 

The duty of leading the vaii was imposed upon the 
Yonezawa clan, which had lately given in its adhesion to 
the " loyal " army. It consequently set its troops in mo- 
tion, and the garrison, henceforth deprived of its moral 
support, was considerably weakened. In the confusion 
bonsequent upon the entrance of the '* loyal '* array from 
NihommatKu, the •* rebels " had been unable to put the 
castle in a complete state of defence, and their provisions 
Avere already exhausted. Moreover, the Sendai and other 
clans, disheartened by repeated reverses, were on the 
point of offering their submission and praying for 
pardon. 

On the 3rd of November Teshirogi and Akidzuki of 
the Aidzu clan sent a messenger to the Ton^zawa camp, 
the occupants of which, afraid of incurring suspicion, bound 
him and sent him to the Tosa camp. On being inteiTo- 
gated by the Tosa troops, he explained that the garrison 
wislied to surrender. After consulting together, the 
Military advisers granted the following conditions, name- 
ly that the prince and his son should come and surrender 
themselves, and that the castle, together with the arms, 
should be handed over, by a certain day. They then 
dismissed the messenger. The Aidzu clan accepted the 
conditions. 

On the 7th the prince, his son and their principal 
retainers came forth from the castle and surrendered, 
offering possession of the castle and the arms at the same 
time. It is said that a certain principal retainer of the 
clan, humiliated by this result, slew his wife and children. 
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and killed himself by falling on his sword.^ Five days 
later Sendai, Nambu, Shonai and the other clans submit- 
ted, and gave up their awns. The Nambu clan subsequent- 
ly revolted again, but was subdued by the "loyal ** army 
in a single engagement. 

Shortly before this when the fall of Wakamatsu be- 
came imminent, Ichikawa and Asaiua, members of the 
" Wicked Party *' in Mito, entered that town with several 
hundred of their associates, but the "Righteous Party" 
resisted them, and many were killed or wounded on either 
side. The " Righteous Party '' then reported the affair to 
the Imperial Court, which despatched the clans of the 
vicinity to chastise the " Wicked Party." They were se- 
verely defeated, and Asaina and Ichikawa, barely es- 
caping with their lives, sought a hiding place in the 
neighbourhood of Narita iu Shimosa, but being discovered 
and arrested by the Mito clan, suffered death by de- 
capitation. 

When the " loyal " army attacked the castle of Waka- 
matsu, it was only provided with twelve-pounder guns, 
the larger cannon being too heavy for transport on account 
of the hilly nature of tlie surrounding country. It was 
this cause which lengthened out the siege of a single 
fortress by so large a force to thirty days. When the 
Eastern war broke out the clans of Mutsu and Dewa 
were all armed with ordinary muskets, while the " loyal " 
army opposed tliem with breechloaders of American iu- 

[* Hayiog heard that (he Aizu leailers should be killed after their 
Btirrender, the British diplomatist at Tokyo sent a protest in to (he Sangi 
Kido, saying that England did not assist in establishing a new govern- 
ment instead of the Bakufu with p-arpose of killibg the personal enemy 
of the Ghdshtl men.] 
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vention, wluoh was the cause of their being so terrible 
in fight. 

On the 22ud of this month (Nov. 6) no oapital punish- 
ments were inflicted in any part of the Empire, it being 
the Tenno's birthday, and he entertained all his officials 
with a banquet. Henceforward the day was constituted 
the Imperial Fete, and the whole empire was commanded 
to celebrate it as an occasion for rejoicing. The clirono- 
logical period was also changed to Meiji (Enlightened 
Oovernment), and an imperial proclamation was published 
making it a rule for all time that thei^ should be only 
one chronological period for each reign. 

During the spring of this year the Gazette Dajdkwan 
Nisehi was printed, and published to the empire, so that 
M the people might be acquainted with the administra- 
tiye decrees. 

During the summer^ of this year goyernment paper 
money was manufactured, in consequence of the expendi- 
ture being in excess of the revenue. It was first placed 
in circulation in the following spring.f 

A treaty was concluded with Spain in the aiituran. 
Englishmen were hired to build lighthouses at various 
points on the coast, so as to facilitate the navigation of 
the seas. 

On the 16th November^ the Tenno arrived in T&kio. 
Arisngawa, the Miya Oommander-in-Ghief, returned into 
his hands the brocade banner and the sword of justice 
{settS) in token of the pacification of the north and east. 

[* An enor for spring.] 

[t An error for the sammer of the same year] 

(6S) This ia Kn error for Kovember 26tl). 
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1809 



His Mftjesty graciously Uianked him for his services, and 
bestowed gifts of money oq the other military officers. 
He t^eu ordered all his officials to discuss the sentences 
to be passed on the clans of Mntsu, IMwa and Echigo 
which had given in their submission. 

Ill the 11th month (December 14~Jannary 12, 1869), 
the Prince of Aidzu and his son and the Princes of 
Sendii, Yonezawa and the other clans were summoned 
to ^J okio. Shortly afterwards Rinuoji no Miya and Lis 
following returned from the north. He was placed in 
seclusion in the Palace of Fushimi no Miya at Saikio 
(Kioto). Itakura Iga and his son, and the other runaway 
leaders, also returned and were placed in seclusion. 

In the 12th month (January 13 — February 10) 
a special Imperial Proclamation was published 
condemning the Princes of Aidzu, Sendai, Yonezawa and 
other clans to punishment one degree less than death, and 
to seclusion in their several clans. The territories of 
Sendai, Yonezawa and the rest were all diminished by 
one-third, and the succession to those fiefs given to a 
member of each family. The province of Mutsa (Michi- 
noku or Oshia) was divided iuto five, namely Iwaki, Iwa- 
shiro, Kikuzen, Rikuchiu and Mutsu. D^wa was divided 
into two provinces, Uzan and Ugo. In the following year 
lands at Tonami in Mutsu, assessed at 30,000 IcoTcu of 
rice, were bestowed on the Hoshina family, in order that 
its ancestral sacrifices'^ might be kept up. The troubles 
of the Empire were now nearly at an end. 

(67) If Shinto is a genuine proilnot of Japanese soil, then the custom 
of sucrifiolDg to Ano3stors might fairly be termed its origin and essence ; 
but it is difficult not to suspect the latter of being of OhineJie^ origin, like 
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During the 'month an imperial order was giyen to 
Iwakura Uhioye-no-kami to persuade tlie representatives 
of England, France, America, Holland, Italy and Prussia, 
to withdraw their neutrality notifications^ and ho gave 
them a letter, saying : '* The rebellious elans of Mntsii, 
Dewa and Echigo have now asked fur jmrdon and have 
given in their submission. The chiefs of tltose clans liavo 
come to Tokio and are looking for the decision of tlie 
Government. There is therefore no clan in the country 
which opposes the Government, and no objection can exist 
either to selling or lending war-vessels and arms to my 
Government. I pray you to consent to this." After 
several days consultation the representaiives issued noti- 
fications to their subjects by which the neutrality was 
abolished. The Tenno then returned to Saikio. 

Through the withdrawal of the neutrality notifica- 
tions by the foreign countries our Government was for 
the first time enabled to obtain possession of an iron- 
clad* TJjis ironclad had been purcliased by the Toku- 
gawa family from America and had arrived at Yokohama 
during the summer of the yc^ar 1868. Upon its arrival the 
Government had desired to take it over, but the Ameri- 

yo mauy of the ouatoms which are asnallj regnrdei as nntive. The 
I)ractio6 of adoption, which supplies the childless with heirs, is common 
all ovfcr the East, but its justification in Japan is the necessity of keeping 
np the ancestral sacrifices; in the case of the prince of Aidzu this neces- 
sity is the prete-^t for not driving the clan t) extremities by reducing 
it to absolute beggary. Hoshina was the oiiglnal family name of the 
princes of Aidzu, but they were permitted to bear that of Matsuclaira 
as distant relatives of the Tokngnwa Shognns. After the fall of Keiki, 
nil these princes wlio had borne this ficticious surname discarded it, 
some from choice, others because they weie compelled to do so. 
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cans hoisted their flag on it, and because' of the neutrality 
proclamation refused to give it up. When the neutrality 
came to an end, the Oovernment persuaded thetn to give 
it up. The Kaiyo Maru had been looked upon as the 
finest war-vessel in Japan, but when the ironclad arrived 
it was considered by some the better of the two. 

When the clans of the north and east all gave in their 
submission, Enomoto Kamajiro and his friends, who were 
iu the Sendai territory with the war vessels, found^them- 
selves deprived of shelter. Otori Kelsk^ also retreated 
from Aidzu at the liead o[ the runaway troops, and flee- 
ing to Sendai, sought shelter with the marine army. 
HereupoD, after consulting together, they resolved to seize 
upon Hakodate as a base for their operations. Having 
quitted Sendai, they came to the port of Washinoki, dis- 
tant about ten ri from Hakodate. Shimidzu-dani Jijiu, 
the Governor of Hakodate, was at the fort of Kameda, 
and protected it by stationing a few tens of Satake, Tsu- 
garu, Matsumae, Ono, Kokura and Fukuyama troops at 
various points, but on hearing of the approach of the 
runaway vessels, he quitted the fort and retired into the 
town. He eventually retired to Awomori in Tsugaru, and 
despatched the Sanji (Vice-Governor) Hori Shingoro to 
Tokio to give the alarm. The '' rebel " army shortly after- 
wards landed at Washinoki and separated into two bodie -, 
one of which was directed against Hakodate under the 
command of Otori Keiske, while the other advanced to 
Togeshita, but being attacked by the " loyal " army at the 
village of Ono, was forced to retreat. On hearing of this 
Otori Keiske sent fresh troops to their aid, and the 
*^ loyal" army was finally routed. 
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At tile same time a *' rebel " leader named Hijikata 
Saizo started from Washiaoki in command of other troops, 
and crossing the Kawasui pass, arrived at Hakodate by a 
bye-road. He then sent out detachments to scour the 
country, and occupied tbe villages of Oiio aud Fumidzuki. 
The troops of Fukuyama and other clans opposed them at 
Niinae, aad inflicted a sevei*e defeat on them, but not long 
afterwards the '* rebel '* army came back in great force to 
fight. The ** loyal!' army fought bravely, and killed Ooka 
and Suwabe, two " rebel *' captaios, but the ** rebels " were 
not dismayed, and after several hard-fought engagements 
sevei-ely defeated the ** loyal " army, which lost heavily in 
killed and wounded. Encouraged by their success, the 
** rebels " then proceeded to capture the fort at Kameda, 
and two of the runaway vessels, namely the Kuaiten and 
Banitu, came round from the harbour of Washiuoki to 
Hakodate. The "loyal" troops had previously retired to 
Awomori with the governor, so that the town was entire- 
ly undefended, and the " rebels " had only to land and 
take possession. The Kaiyo and other war vessels now 
removed from Washinoki to Hakodate, and the " rebels " 
electing Nagai Gemba to he their temporary chief, made 
him governor of the town. They informed the foreign re- 
sidents of this arrangement and promised that he should 
settle all business affairs with them. At the same time 
the ** rebel" mariae forces put to sea in the Banriu, and 
advancing along the straits of Tsugaru^, closed in upon 
the castle of Matsumae. The Matsumae troops fired upon 
the Banriu from the forts, and the rebels, man(jeuvriug 
the vessel within the port, responded with shell. They 

[G'i) Called S'lirutsu Nada ia the otiginal. 
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destroyed one of the sLore batteries, but the firing* from 
the otliers redoubled, and solid shot constantly struck the 
runaway vessel, which, beiug unable to get in close to 
the castle, finally departed. Tiie ** rebel " land forces 
then advanced in conjunction with the ships: the marine 
army came to the bay of Fukushima and opened fire, 
while the land army under the leadei-ship of Otori and 
Hijikata closed in upon the castle of Matsumae by way 
of the villages of Fukushima and Nogoe. 

With the object of enabling the clansmen to maintain 
an obstinate defence, the prince* had proceeded to Esashi, 
but the captain Yasuda Setsuzo and his. son, awai*e tliat 
they would be imable to resist successfully, advised ihe 
prince to remove to another province. When other clans- 
men named Suzuki Oritaro and Tazaki Adzuma etc. 
heard of this, they were enraged at what seemed to them 
a love of iuglorious ease, and proceeding to Esashi, at- 
tacked and slew Yasuda and his son. A commotion 
ensued in the clan, by which the " rebels " profited to 
enter the castle straightway. Tamura Biokichi and others 
of the garrison, set the castle on fire, and died in its 
defence. Thus the castle of Matsumae fell into tlie hands 
of the '* rebels." Five days only liad elapsed since the 
first attack, and the loss of the clan, killed and wounded, 
had been considerablo. 

Having thus tak^n Matsumae, the ** rebel " naval and 
military forces proceeded to concert measures for the re- 
duction of Esashi and Tate. One division of ihe land 
forces advanced along the high-road from the castle while 
the other took a bye -road from the fort at Kameda. 
[• oil MatHumaie.] 
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Enomoto and his coinpaQious, embarked in the Kaiyo 
Maru, had already arrived at the head of the naval force 
in the bay of Matsumae, whence they sailed along the 
coast, and anchored before Esashi. The Prince of Matsu- 
mae and seventy followers had previously quitted Esashi 
and retired to Tsugai-u. The naval force thereupon 
landed, and occupying the town, waited the arrival of the 
land army. In the night the winds and waves became 
very violent, and the Kaiyo Maru almost parted from her 
moorings. The ** rebels " put on more steam, with the 
object of getting out to sea, so. as to avoid the rocks ; but 
the gale continued to inci'ease, tossing the vessel about 
violently until she suddenly touched a hidden rock, and 
became perfectly unmanageable. The "rebels" were 
completely dismayed, and the commanders at Hakodate, 
on hearing of the accident, despatched the Kuaiten and 
Shinsoku to bring aid, but the unabated force of the gale 
prevented the two vessels from approaching. In fact 
tliey barely contrived to turn round and get away. Eno- 
moto and his companions remained on boaixJ the Kaiyo 
Maru for four days, when the wind abated a little, and 
tliey were enabled to land with their arms. Ten days 
liiter the ship becam3 a perfect wreck, and the ** rebels " 
felt like one who has lost his lantern on a dark night. 

The ** loyal " forces were still in possession of the 
barriers of Osunago and Inakuraishi, and the fort of 
Tate, but the " rebel " leader Hijikata advanced at the head 
of several hundred men, and beating them in a single 
light, crossed the Lills of Osunago, whence the tide of 
victory carried him right up to Esashi. The other " rebel " 
division, which was advancing along a bye-road, captured 
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the barriers at InakuraisLi, and immediately closed in 
upon the fort at Tate. The " loyal " army closed the gates, 
and discharged vollies of musketry and cannon balls, 
while the "rebels," who had been unable to carry any 
artillery over the mountain paths, could only advance 
under cover of a muaketry fii'e. Suddenly two ** rebels '* 
came running up, and crawling under the gate, threw it 
open from the inside, and admitted their friends, . who 
pressed in pellmell with loud yella. The " loyal " army 
resisted vigorously, and the ranks were thrown into such 
confusion that it became impossible to distinguish friends 
from foes. A ** loyal" soldier named Mikami Ohojun, 
brandishing his sword in his riglit hand and carrying a * 
fishmonger's chopping-block iu his^ left, engaged the 
"rebel" captain Ina Seiichiro and cut him down on the 
spot. A " rebel " captain named Yokota, who saw this, 
came running up with a pistol in his hand, and was 
likewise cut down by Mikami. Upon tliis two "rebel" 
soldiers ran up, and pierced Mikami through the bcxJy 
from behind so that he died. The "loyal " army haviug 
by this time been completely defeated, the "rebels" 
captured the fort, and advanced along the high-road, 
where they fell in with the other division. Having ef- 
fected a junction they reached Kumaishi, which they 
found deserted by the " loyal " troops. On this the 
** rebel" army returned to the fort at Kameda and a 
volley of blank cartridges was fired from the men-of-war, 
and the batteries by way of a salute in honour of their 
having taken possession of the surrounding country. 
Enomoto shortly afterwards had an interview with the 
foreign consuls resident at Hakodate and the captains of 
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the English and French raen-of-war, and informed them 
that he would decide all matters of business which might 
arise in the port. The captains of the Englisli and 
French men-of-war sought to place him at his ease with 
smiling words, sajing that they would act as mediators, 
and persuade our government to withdraw their troops, 
Enomoto thanked them for their generous sentiments, 
and prepared a letter in which he proposed to get a 
scion of the Tokugawa family to come among them, in 
order that they might develop the resources of Tezo and 
'keep the key of the northern gate.' He entrusted this 
to the captains for deliveiy to the Government. The 
** rebel" troops wei-e then ordered to appoint their chiefs 
by ballotting publicly for them. The result of the elec- 
tion was that Enomoto Kamajiro was chosen Governor- 
general fSosaiJ, Matsudaira Taro Assistant Governor- 
general (FukU'SosaiJ, Arai Ikunoske Commissioner of the 
Navy (Kaigun bugioj and Otori Keiske Military Com- 
missioner (Bikugun hugio). This was done in imitation 
of the practice observed in the United States of America, 
where these things are settled by the wish of the majority. 
The fort at Kameda was constituted the head quarters, 
and governors (biigio) were placed at Hakodate, Matsumae 
and Esashi, to superintend local afifairs. With a view to 
the development of Tezo they removed two hundred men 
to Mororan, and appointed one 'iakezawa governor of 
that place. 

As soon as the Imperial Court heard that the runaway 
vessels had taken Hakodate, it ordered the Tokugawa 
family to inflict chastisement, and Tokugawa Keiki prayed 
that he might go in person to chastise them. This the 
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Court refused, and gave the order instead to tl>e prince 
of Mito. When the Court, therefore, read Enomoto's letter 
it was more than ever displeased at the insolence of his 
conduct, and issued orders to the whole Empire to chas- 
tise the runaway vessels. The " rebels " had already lost 
the Kaiyo Mam, and their military strength was corres- 
pondingly reduced, while the Government possessed the 
ironclad, and its naval forces were more formidable. 

In the first month of the second year of Meiji (Feb. 11 
— ^Mar. 12, 1869) the daimids of the home provinces and 
the western part of the country attended at Court to con- 
gratulate the Emperor on the occasion of the new year. 

On the 15th of February the Counsellor {sanyo) Yokoi 
Heishiro was attacked and murdered by some rdnins on 
his way home from the Palace. No one knew the motive 
of this deed, but some said that the opponents of the con- 
stitutional changes which he constantly advocated had 
falsely charged him with professing evil opinions,® and 
the rdnins, believing this, had acted in consequence. 
The rdnins, who had plotted this crime were afterwards 
arrested and decapitated, their heads being publicly ex- 
posed after their execution. 

During this month it was prohibited to clear the road 
for the Nobles, to shout out * Shitaniro ' or otherwise to 
affect an empty dignity. 

In the second month (March 13th— -April 11th) a 
* place of public debate ' {Kdgisho) was established, and 
samurai of all the clans were appointed members (gi-in), 
with leave to discuss at their own discretion the means 

((iD) i.e. Christianity 
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of governing. Its name was afterwards changed to *^ Col^ 
lege of Discussion in Assembly ' (Shi w/ 1- In). This \\:as 
carrying out the ])roposal made in 1808 of establishiiig 
meetings for discussion on a large scale, and of deciding 
upon all measures by impartial arguments. 

During the same month. the. barriers which had hereto- 
fore existed at Hakone and other places on tlie high- 
ix>ads were abolished in order to facilitate travelling. 
Permission to print newspapers was accorded sliortly 
afterwards. The punishments of transfixing with spears 
and deatli by burning were also abolished. 

In the third mouih (April 12th— IMay 11th) of Tai- 
sho'In was established for the reception of memorials 
from samurai and the general population. It was after- 
wards made subordinate to the S/iimjl-In. 

In the same month the Tenno again visited Tokio. 
The Court nobles {Jciigc) and daimios had been previouslj- 
summoned tJiither also, and they now^ assembled round 
the throne. The Imperial Court asked their opinion as 
to the basis of the principles of Government ; this was also 
seeking after impartial diiscussion. They were shortly 
afterwards dismissed from attendance, but the Tenno pro- 
longed his stay at Tokio, which was regarded by the 
people as the sign of an intention to transfer the capital 
thither. 

In view of the projected expedition against Hakodate 
the ImperLil Court now notified the representatives of 
foreign countries to cause the subjects of those countries 
to remove from the port, and the sea and land forces were 
put in mof'on. The Imperial troops of Fushimi and tlio 
troops of the Hakodate Fu, as well as those of the Satsii- 
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ma, Higo, Clioshiu, Bizen, Mito, To Jo, Kuruine, Fuku- 
yama, Hirosaki, Matsumae. Tokujama, Ono and Knroishi 
clans, amounting to about 6,500 men, started on different 
days in the direction of Hakodate. As for the nayal 
forces Shinagawa Yomoichi, Hijikata Kenkichi, Akatsu- 
ka Genroku, Nakamuda Kurajioske, Oka Keisaburo, Ishi- 
kawa Teinojo, Tamagata Kiutaro and others commanded 
tlie iron-clad, the Kasuga (Keangsoo), Teibo, Yoshuu 
and other war-vessels. 

Of these the irou-clad, tlie Kasuga, Teibo, Yoshun and 
three others Avere the jfii'st to leave, and they betook 
themselves to the liarbour of Miyako in Nambu. When 
the " rebels " heard of this they began to discuss how they 
might best resist the expedition, and Arai Ikunosuke left 
Hakodate with the Kuaiten, Banriu and Takao. On the 
29th of April, before dawn, a war vessel arrived braving 
the billows and flying American coloui-s. The ships 
imagined it to be a foreign vessel, and therefore paid no 
attention, but the strange vessel, on finding that the 
others were unprepared, suddenly hoisted the national 
flag, discharged its guns, and bore down upon the iron- 
clad. The ships then perceived for the first time that it 
was the Kuaiten, and immediately lit the fires under their 
boilers, but they were unable either to manoeuvre or to 
work their guns. Otsuka, Nomura and other " rebels " took 
advantage of this to draw their swords and leap on board 
the iron-clad, but Shitiagawa, Hijikata, Waki and other 
*' loyal" soldiers brandished their pikes, and straightvwiy 
laid the '* rebels" low, Koga Gtengo, the captain of the 
" rebel " ship, who was sitting on the bridge of the Kuaiten, 
gave orders to discharge a fifty-pounder gun, and the ahot 
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struck the deck of the iron-clad, wounding a number of 
<* loyal " soldiers. The shots of the combined fleet now 
began to shower down upon the runaway vessel, while 
Koga, manoeuvring liis ship backwards and forwards, i^s- 
ponded to their fire. Some of tha '* loyal " troops took 
aim at the '* rebel " captain with small-arms, hitting him 
in the left thigh and right arm, but Koga was not'to be 
daunted, and continued to cheer on his men. At last 
they contrived to lay him low, upon which the *' i-ebel '* 
soldiers lost heai-t, and suddenly quitted the harbour. The 
fleet pursued, but could not come up with the fugitiAe, 
whose object had apparently teen the capture of the 
ii'on-clad. It is said that the naval laws permit a vessel to 
enter a port flying the flag of another country, and after 
opening flre to hoist its own national flag, which proceed- 
ing was imitated by the Kuaiteu ou this occasion. 

The Kuaiteu set out on this expedition accompanied 
by the Banriu and Takao, but the two last named vessels 
were separated from her by stress of weather and driven 
out to sea. Au accident occurred to the Takao*s engines, 
and she found herself close to the harbour of Miyako 
unable to go ahead. The Captain, one Kikkawa, and his 
crew of seventy men, after setting the ship on fire, land- 
ed in the Nambu territory and surrendered to the Mori- 
oka clau. The burning vessel was espied by the fleet as it 
was pursuing the Kuaiteu, but on nearing her, it was per- 
ceived that the flames had reached the hold and that she 
was quite deserted; so the fleet left her and quitted the 
spot. After this the fleet entered into a compact to advance 
straight upon Hakodate. The ** rebels*' therefore de- 
tached the Kuaiteu, Bauriu and Chiyoda to cruise round 
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tlie liarboiir of Hakodate day and iiiglit, to watch over its 
safety. Tliey also placed detachments of troops at the 
Kameda fort, at Hakodate, iVJatsnmae, Esashi, Fiikushiraa, 
Mororan and other places, and then notified the foreign 
residents that they must withdraw. Tlie foreigners then 
embarked on board the ^var vessels of their resjiective 
uatiohalities and departed. 

The Choyo and other men-of-war arrived in tlie north 
during the fourth month (^lay 12 — June 9), and on the 
12t]i of Maj^ weighed anchor from Awomori in Tsugaru 
in company with the iron-clad, the Kasuga, Yoshun, Teibo 
and the rest of the fleet. Tliey passed close in front 
of Esashi at dawn on the morning of the 20th, and 
landed the troops at the village of Otobe. The troops 
at once proceeded to occupy the important i)osition of 
Jogai-zan. As soon as the '^ rebels " heard that the 
" loyal " forces had disembarked they sent a body of 
troops, but the *' loyal " forces fired upon'then:i from their 
elevated position, while the fleet cannonaded tiieir flank. 
The ** rebels " were completely defeated, and retiring to 
the other side of the Tsuchiba river, kept up the flight. 
On this the fleet turned round aiid closed in upon Esashi, 
to the astonishment of the *' rebel '* troop3 at that place 
and at the Tsuchiba river, who finally fled to the castle 
of Matsuraae. 'J lie ** loyal " troops then advanced and 
took possession of Esashi. 

On the 22nd the ** loyal " army separated into two 
divisions in oi*der to attack Matsumae. One advanced from 
tlie Esashi side, the other from the village of Udzura. At 
this moment the *' rebels" made a violent onset, with loud 
shouts, hoping to recover Esashi* The " loyal " army en- 
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couutereJ them in fight, but the " veihel " troops were, so 
ferocious a3 to come to close quarters with fixed bayonets, 
{liiid it had to fall back, abaudoniug its cannon and 
muskets, and leaving a considerable number of dead on 
tlie field. But the other division which had advanced 
to Kikouai and Futamata inflicted a severe defeat oil the 
'* rebels.'* 

On the 24th the ** loyal" troops,, with all the men gag- 
ged,' took advantage of the morning mist to surprise the 
"rebel " quarters at Kikonai and Futamata a second time. 
The '* rel)els " were lying concealed among the hills, and 
poured in such a hot fire that the ** loyal " troops suffered 
greatly and were unable to advance. A great battle 
ensued at Kikonai in which they were finally defeated 
with great loss. 

At this moment five liundred runawa}' troops from 
Sendai joined the "rebels," who were considerably 
strengthened by this reinforcement, and the *' rebel '* com- 
manders at the castle of Matsumae, on hearing of the 
victories at Kikonai and Futamata, determined to make 
nn attack on Esashi with their wliole force. At dusk on 
tlie 27tli they arrived af the village of Kiyobe, on which 
tlie Kasuga approached the shore, and opened fire on 
their flank. The land forces also advanced, and in con- 
junction with the fleet inflicted a severe defeat on the 
'*re])els," killing a gi-eat number of their oflicers. Tlie 
survivors all fled to Matsumae. 

At daybreak on the 28th the ** loyal " army, both 
marine and terrestrial, made a combined attack in Matsu- 
mae. The *' rebels " had occupied the battery at Orido on 
the highroad, and in defending it their sharpshooters 
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brought down several tens of ** loyal " soldiers, preventing 
the force from advancing. At the same moment some 
other " loyal *' troops had proceeded along the hill path, and 
they also were met by another detachment of " rebels'* ; but 
by fighting fiercely and advancing with determination they 
routed them, and came out into the highroad on the 
other side of Orido, thus getting the enemy between two 
fires. The fleet had already approached the castle of 
Matsumae, and was engaged in bombarding castle, bat- 
teries and town. The *' rebels " became so short of cannon- 
balls that they had to defend themselves with 18-pounder 
gims loaded with 12-pound shot, and these also came to 
an end at last. The "loyal " army, both marine and terres- 
trial, persisted in the attact, until they completel}^ routed 
the *' rebels," who at dusk fled to Fukushima. In this way 
the castle of Matsumae was taken by the " loyal " army, 
while the ** rebels " continued to hold Fukushima, Shiriuchi 
and Kikonai. 

At six o'clock on the morning of the 30th the *' loyal " 
troops profited by a dense fog to surprise the ** rebel " 
quarters at Kikonai. Great confusion ensued among them, 
-which rendered their defeat more* easy; but at this mo- 
ment the ** rebels " who were at Shiriuchi, hearing of the 
defeat at Kikonai, suddenly appeared in the rear and fell 
upon the ** loyal " troops. This I'evived the courage of the 
** rebels," who returned to the encounter, and the ** loyal " 
troops, completely caught between two assailants from 
opposite sides, were defeated and put to flight. The 
" rebels " then re-occupied Kikonai. 

At eight o'clock on the morning of the 5th June 
another division attacked Futamata, but the ** rebels " made 
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a »t)Out resistance, aud nothing could dislodge tliera. 
Fresh men constantly came for\\'aiTl to the fight, and the 
dischai-ge of artillery re-echoed far aud wide. When 
evening came on the result was still undecided, and both 
parties withdrew their troops. 

At daybreak on the 4tli June, tbe irou-clad, the Kasuga, 
Choyo, Yoshun, and Teibo, five vessels in all, advanced 
upon Hakodate, while the *' rebels " put the Eaiten, Banriu 
and Chiyotia in motion to oppose them, and an engagement 
ensued in which the opposing squadrons were separated 
sometimes by 5 ch6 (600 yards), sometimes by 10 cjto 
(1,200 yards). The sea appeared to boil over. At Jioon 
the fleet withdrew for a while, and shortly afterwards ad- 
vanced again. Tlie runaway vessels, knowing that they 
were no match for the loyal fleet, called in the aid of the 
battery at Benten, and having ascertained the range of 
the guns in the batter}', made a pretended retreat to the 
centre of the harbour in order to draw on the " loyal '* 
vessels. When the latter followed the fugitives with yells, 
the shot from the battery fell right in amongst them, 
destroying the bridge and battery of the Ghdy6y aud 
penetrating her side. This did hot dishearten the fleet, 
which continued to advance close, but the increasing in- 
tensity of the five froth the battery and want of knowledge 
of the depth of Ayater prevented it from going far in, aud 
it finally di*ew ofl^. 

The fight which took place at Futamata on the snme 
day was indecisive. The ** rebel " soldiers fired about a 
thousand rounds from their muskets, wliich became in 
consequence too hot to hold, and they were obliged to 
provide tliemselves with buckets of water, in which they 
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cooled tlieir weapons at iutervals. On the following day 
seTeral Imndred ot them made a charge right over the 
foi-t, and di'ove the '' loyal " forces a hundred paces to the 
rear. Koniai IShogoru, a military insjjector, saw this 
from an elevated spot, and filled with impetuous ardour, 
rushed down straightway at the head of forty or fifty 
men, trampling the enemy down. This revived the courage- 
tit the *' loyal " troops, who returned to the fight and attacked 
the **rebols" vigorously, forcing them to retreat and hold 
their foits. The number of killed and wounded on both 
sides in this action exceeded four luindred, and tlie military 
inspector Komai ^niet his death from a random bullet 
filed by one of ** i-ebels." 

At daybreak on the 9th June the " loyal " forces, both 
marine and terrestrial, advanced in concert upon Yafurai. 
The land army advanced in two divisions, and was en- 
countered by Otori Keiske at the head of 500 men. At 
the same time a detachment of " loyal " troops began to 
climb a steep hill at tlie side of the road, with the inten- 
tion of attacking the ** rebel " left wing, but were observed 
ftud fired upon from a breastwork whieli the " rebels " 
liad constructed half-waj^ up the ascent." Many of them 
were killed, and they had to take another route. Shortly 
afterwards the whole ** loyal" army, full of enthusiasm, 
advanced with determination, and succeeded in routing- 
the '' rebels," while the iron-clad and other ships, approach- 
ing the shore, opened lire on the *' rebel" flank. The 
100-pouuder guns of the iron-clad bombarded the battery 
without intermission, and destroyed the guns mounted 
therein. Completely crushed and dispersed, the '* rebel " 
army abandoned its positions, and fled to the fort of 
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Kameda aiid town of Hakodate, wliere the fugitives reas- 
sembled. Its loss in ()fficei*s was very great. Upon this 
th^ *' loyal " army advanced, and captured tUe fort, and 
arrived soon after at Arikawa. 

On the 11th Jime the '* loyal " army advanced to 
Nanaehama and the village of Ono. Daring the night 
the '' rebels " surprised their camp at Nanaeshima, defeated 
them and forced them back on Oiwake. During the fol* 
lowing night the '* mbels " attacked the camp at Ono, 
and retired again; the loyal troops had a hard fight of 
it, and lost an extraordinary numl)or of tilled and wounded. 

At daybreak on the 13th tli*^ fleet again moved up to 
the harbour of Hakodate, wherc^ it w^as encountered by 
the Kuaiten, Banria and Chiyoda, which in conjunction 
with the fort kept up such an incessant fire^ as caused the 
sea to rock. A shot from the K.isuga hit the Banriu iu 
her engines, while those of the irt)n-clad killed several tens 
of men in the fort. The " rebel '* fire slackened suddenly, 
but the fleet judged it expedient to retire, as the evening 
was closing in. 

At dawn on tlie llth, as the ironclad and other 
vessels of the fleet where lying scattered iii the neigh- 
])OUrhood of Hakodate, a runaway vess<4 came" forth, and 
steered straight for the iron-clad and the Choj^o. On 
]>eroeiving the enemy the ships opened fire, but he con- 
tinued to advance slowly without returni ig it, and charged 
down upon the iron-clad. Recollecting t lie disaster which 
liad nearly occurred. at the port of Miyako, the i rod-clad 
tried to avoid the shock. The Ohoyo continued to fire 
vigorously at the runaway vessel's side, but still she 
.abstained from returning the fire, and passing bet^veen 
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the iron-clad a,iid the Choyo, departed. The two vessels 
were much ]^ir/zled, but on approaching near enough 
to look, fouu I that she had not a man on board, and 
tliat her engines were completely destroyed. They con- 
sequently took possession of her, to th© great amusement 
of the "rebels," who said : ** Tliis is what may be called 
•dead Shokatsu* putting 1 iving Chiudatsu t to flight.''''" 
The fact was that the Cliiyoda had gone ashore close to 
Benten, haviijjLi: lost .her way during the night. The 
captain, one IMorimoto, in despair, at once smashed the 
machineiy and broke in the touch-holes of the guns, and 
then landed in one of the boats. Enomoto and the others 
censured him for Iiis precipitate action, which was so 
prejudicial to the cause, and degraded him to Ihe rank 
of common seaman, but an oflicer named Ichikawa was so 
ashamed of the affair that he committed suicide by way 
of apology to the rest. AVhen the tide turned, the Chiyo- 
da began to float, and was carried out by the current. 

On the 18th the fleet weighed from Arikawa and 
stood over to the harbour of Hakodate, The ** rebels " had 
placed the Banriu, which was incapable of steaming, 
close to the fort, and converted her into a floating battery. 
The Kuaiteii was the only vessel which they were able 
to oppose to the fleet, and a 300-pounder shot which the 
iron-clad immediately discharged killed several tens of 
** rebel" troops, and smashed the eccentric, an important 
part of her machinery, thus rendering her also unable to 



(70) An illnstration from the Chinese history, vide Jiuhasshirinkti, 
Tol. m. i>. 39. 

[* »aft<W (Chiiko K'ungming).] 
[t mS^nm (Ssuma Chungta).] 
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move. The " rebels " ran her on to a shoal, and con- 
verted her into a floating battery. Some of the shot 
fired from her struck the bows of the Kasuga and killed 
several of the " loyal " troops, after which the fleet retired. 
On this day the fleet might certainly have destroyed the 
" rel)el " nest with the exj^enditure of a little time, but it 
was prevented from following up the attack to its result 
by ignorance of the depth of water. 

On the 17th the "loyal" arm^' encamped at the 
villages of Nanae and Okawa, and during the night the 
** rebel '' leader Furuya made a sortie from the fort at 
Karaeda at the head of 300 men. It happened to be 
very rainy and windy ; the "loyal " troops had gone to 
sleep with less precaution than usual, and the ** rebels '* 
took advantage of this circumstance to attack the camp. 
A great commotion ensued, and the whole camp aix)se 
with speed to engage the enemy, but the night was so 
dark that no man could see a foot before him. Some cf 
the troops shot down their own comrades by mistake, 
and the " rebels " departed after trampling them flat. 
During the same night a ** rebel '* soldier, named Okawa,^ 
came to the village of Nanae with several hundred men, 
and profiting by the darkness to set fire to the camp 
made an attack ; but the " loyal " troops repulsed him 
after some hard fighting. 

On the 18th Otori Keiske came again to Nanae at 
the liead of 803 men, but the " loyal " troops had pre- 
viously placed men in ambush at Okawa and Akagawa, 
who upon seeing the " rebels " approach at once opened 
fire and put them to flight. The ** loyal " troops pursued 
them and retreated again at nightfall. "^ 
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The wliole of the ''loyp;!" forces, both uiarino aiid 
terrestrial, now udvanoed oii Hakodate. On the moiuiug 
of the 20th the Kasuga and Yoshun arrived early at the 
back of the town, while ; the land forces^ haying; been 
brought up to the village. oC San;iugawa in the Manneu- 
maru and in a flotilla of; boats, were placed iu ambush 
itraong the liilla. Soon after the ii'on-clad, tile Choyo and 
the Teibo closed up to the f rtmt ol the town. The Bauriu 
had been repaired by this time And the **; rebels "launched 
lier at the fleet, supporting her rvvith :th^ fire of tlie float- 
ing battery Kuaiten find the forts on shore. At this mo- 
ment the land troops which had been concealed amongst 
the hills suddenly charged tht^ ** rebels," broke their line 
and put them to flight. The Kasuga also advanced to 
the froirf and joined the iron-olads and her consoles in an 
unintermitting attack upon the forts and the Banriu, al- 
most capturing the latter. But the *' rebel " commander 
Matsuoka Hankichi defended himself well, and manoeuvred 
his si up with the greatest swiftness and ease. He ordered 
a gunner named Nagakiira to discharge the ' Napoleon ' 
guns, and the shells struck the powder room of the Choyo. 
Black smok© spi*ang into the air, the roar re-echoed for 
ten r/, and the ship suddenly sank. The " rebel *' troops 
clapped their hands and shouted repeatedly * delightful,' 
while the fleet advanced to save the dead and drowning. 
Encouraged by the occurrence the '* rebels " returned to the 
fight, and routing the '* loyal " troops, drove them back 
to Nanae-hama, under a. cross fire from the Banriu. As 
soon MS the iron-clad and the Kasuga beheld tliiSj they 
closed at once upon the Banriu, And poui-ed in so hot a 
fire as nearly to blo\s^ her to pieces; Shrinking from the ^ 
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combat, in which she wus no longer able to defend her- 
self, she took to flight and retreated under the fort. Ihe 
crew then threw her guns into the sea, destroyed 'the 
engines, set fire to her and to the Kiiaiten, and landed. 
In this manner the "rebels" lost all their war- vessels^ 
and the ** loyal " land forces being no longer afraid of 
being taken in the rear, advanced again in a heroic and 
determined manner to charge t lie "rebels." They slew 
the "rebel " leader Hijikata Snizo and forty or fifty more, 
and the defeated "rebels " fled to the forts of Kameda and 
to the batteries at Chiyoc>ka and Benten, leaving the 
" lo3'al " army in possession of the town of Hakodate. 
The fighting on this day was very fierce, for both the 
'* loyal " and " rebel '* armies were desperate ; it'lasted from 
six o'clock in the morning until six o'clock in the evening. 

On the 21st 'the fleet advanced to attack the fort at 
Kameda, and the iron-clad shelled it from a distance of 
thirty cho (3,600 yds.) without hitting it, but after the 
captain had measured the range every shot told* A great 
part of the breast-work was knocked to pieces and many 
of the "rebels " were killed, while the survivors were much 
discouraged. 

On the 22nd, a "loyal " soldier named Nagayama went 
to the battery at Benten and suggested to the " rebel " 
troops the advisability of surrendering. Many of them 
wished to do so, but some held an opposite opinion and 
opposed the idea. Nagayama went again to the " rebel " 
camp and saw Enomoto, to whom he pointed out clearly 
the advantage of submission and the injury which per- 
sistence in treason would entail on them. Enomoto was 
fully alive to the justice of his reasoning, but was afraid 
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of acting contrary to the inclination of his followers; he 
therefore merely assented vaguely, and thanked Nagayama 
for 'the interest he had taken in them. Nevertheless a 
great number of "rebel" soldiei-s deserted secretly, and 
came to surrender themselves. 

On the 25th the ** loyal" army sent a different mes- 
senger to Chiyooka to talk the "rebels " over, but instead 
of obeying the order, they insulted the bearer of it. This 
excited the anger of the " loyal " army, which thereupon 
advanced in three bodies from Nanae-haraa and Kikiono. 
Captain Kijima Raizo, attacking Chiyooka at the head of 
liis troops, was hit in the right leg by a " rebel " bullet, 
but disregarding his wound, he continued to cheer on his 
men. Taruzaw^a, Kamiyama, Mori, Sudo, Iwami, Shirako 
and others broke in the gates or jumped over the ditch. 
Tlie *' rebel " general Kakajima Saburoske, a valiant man 
with his two sons Tsunetaro and Fusajiro, and Shibata, 
Asai, Kondo, Fukuaishi and others ascended the breastwork 
and resisted the attack. Taruzawa distinguished himself 
by engaging Nakajima ; seven times they separated and 
seven times they met again, until after receiving more 
than ten wounds and being covered with his ow^n blood, 
he succeeded in laying Nakajima low ; but his own life 
was the price of his victory. During this interval the 
rest of the '* loyal" troops sle\v Nakajima's two sons, 
Shibata and the rest, and liaviug defeated the "rebel" 
army completely, captured their encampment. 

Shortly before this, when the " i-ebel " army was so 
severely defeated, Enomoto Kamajiro sent a present to 
the " loyal " army consisting of two volumes of ' The 
complete digest of the maritime laws of all nations,' 
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which he had formerly stadied when iu Holland. The 
Military Counsellors addressed a letter to Enomoto, in 
whicli they said : '' We thank you for presenting us with 
two volumes tlie like of which are not to be found in 
Japan, out of regret that they should become the propeii}y 
of the orows.^ Youi* generous feeling lays us under a 
great obligation. Some day or other we will cause a 
translation of them to' be publislied throughout the 
empire, and we hope you will have no cause to regret 
ihis act." They also sent five tubs of sake and said by 
way of thanks, '* a sliglit consolation offered to the officei'S 
and samurai for their fatigues." 

On the 26th Tajima Keizo, a " loyal " soldier, per- 
suaded Enomoto and his companions to surrender, and on 
the following day the "rebel" leaders, l!iat is to say, 
Enomoto Kamajiro, ]\[atsudaira Taro, Aral Jlcunoske and 
Otori Keisuke actually gave themselves up at the " loyal " 
camp, iu order that they might suffer punishment in 
place of the many. Their surrender was followed by 
that of Nagai Gemba, Matsuoka Hankichi, Soma Kazuyo 
and others. When tlie " rebel " army made up its mind 
to surrender, the commanders had sent a messenger to 
Mtnoran with orders for the evacuation of that place, 
and the troops which had been stationed there now came 
in and surrendered. All the prisoners were subsequently 
sent to Yedo. 

In this compaigu the '* rebels " had the advantage 



[* This strauge expreesioDi a too stiiot literal traimlatiou of the Chinesd 
phrase, can be unilerstood by few readers. The same version appears 
in P. O. H. Adams* History of Japan (London, 1871), vol. II. It simply 
means ''they should be burnt up.*'J 
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of possessing iu their naval force ineii well acquainted 
witli their profession, and the phice they hacl to defend 
was naturally strong from its position. Tliese two things 
caused the heavy losses suffered by the *' loyal *' army, 
but on the other haud the iron-clad, which advanced 
without being at all affected by the shots which struck 
lier, was a source of great annoyance to the '* rebels." 

When Enomoto and his companions first absconded 
from Shiuagawa three Trenchmen shared their flight, in 
order to assist them in their operations, but when the 
failure of tlie operations became evident, Enomoto talked 
them over and sent them back to Tokio. The Govern- 
ment consequently informed the French representative 
that it could not allow these persons to remain 'in tJie 
country. The French representative punished them, and 
when Hakodate was taken, sent them back to their 
native land. This was done because they had violated 
the neutrality. 

During the same month the ringleaders belonging to 
the Aidzu and other clans underwent the penalty of tho 
law. Shortly afterwards a S/whoiisha (Shrine for wel- 
coming spirits) was erected on Kudanzaka in Bancho (at 
Yedo) for the celebration of rites in honour of those who 
fell fighting on the 3rd day of the 1st month (Jan. 27. 
1868 at the battle of Fushimi), the 15th of the "5th month 
(July 4, 1868 at Uyeno in Yedo), and the 23rd of the 
9tli month (Nov. 7, 1868, before Wakamatsu), on account 
of the great importance of the battle of Fushimi, the 
fight at Uyeno and the surrender of Aidzu. A telegraph 
was erected from Tokio to Yokoliama to facilitate tho 
communication of. business. 
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In the 6tli montb (July 20— August 17) an Imperial 
proclamation was issued by which rewards were granted 
for the military services performed since 1867 and 1868. 
Pensions and sums of money were granted to the Hiobu- 
kio no Miya (Ninnaji no Miya), the Dazai no Sotsu Miya 
(Arisugawa no Miya), to Kujo Sadaijiu, Sawa Sammi and 
twenty-one Court nobles {Imge), to the houses of Shimadzu 
and Mori and the chiefs of eighty-eight other clans, to 
Saigo Kichinoske, Omura Masujiro and more than a hun- 
dred other individuals. Shortly afterwards the offices of 
Sadaijin, Udaijin, Dainagon and Sangi were created, and 
the names of all other offices under Government were re- 
formed. As official titles had been little more than empty 
appellations since the chronological period called Daiho 
(701-703)* it was determined that henceforward the titles 
should coiTespond to the reality. 

In the spring of this year the clans of Satsuma, Cho- 
shiu, Tosa and Hizen addressed a memorial to the Tliroue, 
in wliich it was argued that the daimios' fiefs ought not to 
be looked upon as private property, and leave was asked 
to restore tlie registers of the clans to the Sovereign. Tlie 
other clans followed the example. The Court, however, 
declined to decide on its own authority, and only accorded 
its consent after consulting the general opinion. Shortly 
afterwards the designations of Court nobles (kuge) and 
territorial princes {sJiokS, more commonly called daimio) 
were abolished and replaced by that of noble families 
{huazokii). A new constitution was framed by which the 



[* The notorious Taiho Statute was proclaimed in the 2ad year of 
Taiho (or Daiho) i. e. 702, and after several hundred years it was not 
carried into practice.] 
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three forms of administration called city (Fu), clan (Han) 
and district (Ken) were combined in one whole, and the 
former lords of the clans were temporarily appointed 
Governors of clans (Ghihanji), the feudal system being thus 
completely changed. From tliis moment the governmental 
ix)wer was concentrated in the family of the Sovereign, 
and the Empire was grateful for universal peace. 



The End. 
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